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ADVERT  I  S  E  M  E  T. 

TH  E  prefent  Situation  of  Affairs  betv/een 
Great  Britain  and  her  American  Colonies 
will  juftify  this  Publication.  Mutual  Advan¬ 
tage  is  the  moft  folid  Bafis,  the  ftrongeft  Ce¬ 
ment  of  Union,  in  all  Connexions,  whether 
political  or  private.  To  fliew  fuch  Advantage 
therefore,  muff  be  the  moll  effeftual  Means  of 
preferving  that  Union,  fo  much  and  fo  wifely 
wifhed  for,  by  every  Friend  of  his  Countryv.  ^ 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 

CULTURE  and  COMMERCE 


OF  THE 


Britilli  Colonies,  in  America 


Written  in  a  Series  of  Let*ters. 


LETTER  L 


Every  Intimation  of  your  Lorclfliip’s  Pleafure  Is  a  Law 
,  to  me ;  becaufe  I  know  from  Experience,  that  it  is  found¬ 
ed  in  Wifdom,  and  tends  to  the  public  Good.  I  ftiall 
therefore  enter  readily  upon  the  Talk  you  have  prefcrlb- 
ed,  without  any  oftentatious  Parade  of  Diffidence  in  my 
own  Abilities,  (wliich  would  be  an  Infult  to  your  Lord- 

B  ‘  '  Clip’s 
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My  Lord, 

TPIE  lafl  Time  I  had  the  Honour  of  converfmg  with  ' 
your  Lordfhip,  you  Intimated  a  Defire,  that  I, 
Ihould  draw  into  one  Point  of  View,  the  feveral  Hints 
which  I  had  at. different  Times,  taken  the  Liberty  to 
fuggeft  to  your  Lordfhip,  on  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Britijio  Colonies i  and  the  Improvements  poffible  to  be  made 
in  the  Culture,  and  Commerce  of  them,  to  their  and  the 
Mother  Country’s  mutual  Advantage,  that  you  might 
be  able  with  the  greater  Eafe  and  Accuracy  to  form  a 
.  Judgement  yourfelf,  and  convince  others  of  the  Reality 
of  fuch  Advantage,  and  the  Feafibility  of  the  Means 
propofed  to  obtain  it. 
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fhip’s  Judgement,  rather  than  a  Pi'oof  of  my  Modefty) 
and  in  the  plain  Words  of  Truth,  and  good  Intention, 
lay  before  your  LordfhlpthofeObfervations,  which  much 
Experience  hath  enabled  me  to  make  on  this  important 
Subjed,  together  with  the  Fadls  upon  which  fuch  Obfer- 
vations  have  been  formed ;  without  ftudying  any  of  thofe 
Ornaments  of  Writing  (a  Study  indeed,  which  my  Life 
has  been  too  clofely  employed  in  other  Matters  to  fpare 
Time  for)  that  are  oftenefi:  ufed  to  glofs  over  abadCaufe, 
and  miflead  rather  than  inform  the  Judgement,  fully  fen- 
fible  that  your  Lordfhip,  in  Things  of  this  Nature,  con- 
fiders  the  Matter  more  than  the  Manner  ;  and  will  never 
turn  your  Face  away  from  Reafon,  for  not  being  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  moll  falhionable  Drefs. 

In  the  Execution  of  this  Attempt  (forbyno  otherName 
'can  the  Labours  of  any  one  Man  to  inveftigate  a  Subjecfl 
of  fuch  immenfe  extent  be  properly  called)  I  have  made 
Choice  of  this  Method  of  conveying  my  Thoughts  to 
your  Lordfhip,  in  a  Series  of  Letters,  for  feveral  Reafons. 

The  firft,  and  moll  applicable  perfonally  to  myfelf. 
Is,  that  having  been  moftly,  if  not  folely  accuftomed  to 
the  epiftolary  Style,  in  a  Life  of  Bufinefs,  I  can  exprefs 
my  Thoughts  more  readily,  and  perhaps  more  clearly  in 
that,  than  in  any  other.  Though  were  not  this  the 
Ciafe,  there  are  abundant  other  Reafons  to  determine  me 
io  this  Choice. 

By  this  Manner  of  writing,  I  have  an  Opportunity  of 
dividing  my  Work,  fo  as  to  avoid  the  grievous  Difadvan- 
tage  of  having  the  Reader  break  off,  perhaps  in  the 
Middle  of  my  Argument,  becaufe  he  does  hot  fee  a  red¬ 
ing  Place  prepared  for  him  ;  the  mod  indolent,  or  inat¬ 
tentive,’  feldom  having  fo  little  Curiofity,  or  being  fo 
foon  tired,  as  to  dop  before  they  reach  the  End  of  a 
Letter  of  moderate  Length. 

Befide,  in  this  Method,  I  may  myfelf  take  the  Li¬ 
berty  of  ftopping  a  little,  \^hile  or  going  a  few  Steps  out  of 

my 
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my  Way,  now  and  then,  to  take  Notice  of  afly  Thing 
that  may  illuftrate  my  Subjsci:,  or  enforce  my  own  Sen¬ 
timents,  without  Fear  of  giving  that  Offence,  which 
might  be  taken  at  fuch  Freedoms,  in  a  Work  of  a  more 
regular  Nature ;  and  alfo  of  recapitulating  my  Argu¬ 
ment  in  proper  Places,  fo  as  to  keep  it  always  in  VieAV, 
and  upon  Occafion  collect  its  b  orce  into  one  Point  to 
face  any  Oppofition. 

I  mention  thefe  Particulars,  my  Lord,  not  as  unknown 
to  your  Lordfliip,  but  to  obviate  the  Objection  of  Vanity, 
which  may  probably  be  made  to  my  ufing  this  Mode  of 
Writing,  as  if  I  intended  to  infinnatc  by  it,  a  greater  iiv 
timacy  with  a  Perion  of  your  Loraiiiip  shigh  Rank,  and 
higher  Chara<5ter,  than  1  really  am  honoured  with,  oi 
ought  to  difclofe,  if  1  am. 

In  like  Manner,  it  is  my  Duty  to  obferve,  that  in  the 
Courfe  of  thefe  Letters,  I  fhall  frequently  have  occafion  to 
mention,  and  often  to  dwell  upon  the  Proof  of  many  Things, 
which  are  already  Sufficiently  known  to  your  Lordlhip  ; 
but  this,  as  I  faid  in  the  former  Inftance,  is  not  done  with 
the  mofi  diftant  Infinuation  of  informing  you  ;  but  folely 
to  convey  that  Information  to  others,  w^ho  iija-y  not  hav^ 
^had  the  fame  Opportunity  of  acquiring  it  ;  to  whtch 
Knowledge  I  muft  alfo  beg  your  Lordfhip’s  Pardon,  and 
Indulgence  for  taking  the  Liberty  of  appealing  upon  many 
Occafions,  where  I  apprehend  that  the  indifputable  Au¬ 
thority  of  fuch  a  Voucher  may  be  neceffary  to  fupport 
my  ow'ii  Credit. 

Having  thus,  my  Lord,  given  the  Reafons  both  for  my 
prefuming  to  addrefs  my  Thoughts  on  this  Subjeft  to 
your  Lordfliip  particularly,  and  in  this  particular  Man- 
ner,  1  fliall  in  my  next  Letter  give  aai  Account  ot  the 
Matter,  which  I  propofe  to  lubmit  to  your  Judgement, 
and  the  Method  in  w^hich  that  Matter  fhall  be  arranged  ; 
and  then  proceed  to  obey  your  I.ordfliip’s  O^mmauds, 
without  trefuaffing  upon  you  with 

Avo\o7}\  .'i  am  with  AttachmcLtaud  Refpe61,  My  Imrd, 

Tour  Lor dJJvp' s  mojl  humble  and  obedient  Servant.  L  L  1 . 
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LET  T  E  R  II. 

My  Lord, 

^  >*• 

IT  IS  an  old  Remark,  that  the  Value  of  a  Friend  is  fel- 
dom  known,  till  he  is  loft.  I  moft  fincerely  wilh,  this 
inay  not  be  the  Cafe  of  Great-Britain  with  Regard  to  her 
American  Colonies,  While  we  went  on  fmoothly  together, 
we  enjoyed  the  Advantage  of  our  Intercourfe,  unequal  as 
It  'v^s  to  what  it  might  have  been  rendered,  without  ever 
conlidering  the  Quarter  it  came  from,  or  the  Means  of 
improving,  or  even  preferving  the  Continuance  of  it,  as 
©f^Ii  Cafe,  in  Refped  to  the  greateft  Bleftings 


I  would  not  be  underftood  to  limit  this  Remark  to  ei- 
rf  ther  Side.  It  is  unhappily  too  applicable  to  both.  But 

fe  as  the  firft  Obje^  of  every  Man’s  Thoughts,  who  turns 

^  them  to^Matters  ofpublic  Concern,  is,  or  at  leaft  ftiould 

1^  he,  the  immediate  Advantage  of  his  native  Country,  I 
^  firft  confider  how  far  the  Colonies  are  advantageous 

to  Great-Britain  ;  as  alfo  how  that  A^vVntage  may  be  ftill 
-larther  improved,  and  then  the  reciprocal  Advantage  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Colonies  will  follow  of  Courfe,  and  prove 
the  mutual  Jntereft  of  both  to  preferve  that  good  Agree¬ 
ment,  and  Unanimity,  by  which  alone  fuch  Advantage 
can  be  preferved  ;  in  the  Difcufllon  and  Proof  of  which' 
Points,  the  Means  neceflary  to  obtain  that  great  End,  and 
accomplifh  the  many  Improvements  of  which  that  Ad- 

-vantage  is  capable,  will  naturally,  and  obvioufly  be  in- 
cliidcd. 

When  I  fay,  that  <nlie  firft  Objecft  of  a  Man’s  Thoughts 
ftiould  be  tile  Advantage  of  his  native  Country,”  I  do'^not 
in  any  Senfe  mean  that  he  ftiould  do,  or  devife  any  Thing 
unjuft  in  itfelf,  or  injurious  to  the  juft  Intereft  of  any 
.other  Country  to  procure  that  Advantage.  All  I  intend, 
is,  that  wliere  the  oppoftte  Iiiterefts  of  hls  ov/n  and  another 
Country  aie  balanced  in  the  Scale  of  Juitice,  he  ow^es  a 
Luty  to  ^he  forhier,  which  v/Ill  neceilarilv  make  it  pre- 
ponwieiii-te  iU  his  ihoughts  ;  a  Duty  of  the  fame  Nai tire, 

and 
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and  derived  ultimately  from  the  fame  Origin,  with  that  ^ 
fo  ftrongly  enforced  by  Reafon,  and  Revelation,  which 
we  owe  to  our  Parents,  the  Place  •where,  as  well  as  the 
Perfons  through  •whom  we  are  called  into  this  Life,  being 
appointed  by  the  Divine  Giver  of  all  Lite,-  and  confe- 
quently  entitled  to  the  fame  filial  Attachment  and  Affec¬ 
tion,  though  in  a  lefTer  Degree,  as  the  Force  of  Filiation, 
by  being  centered  in  one  Point  is  preferred  entire,  where¬ 
as  that  of  Patriotifm  is  divided  perhaps  between  Millions, 
and  thereby  leffened  on  each  Individual ;  not  to  infift  up¬ 
on  the  obvious  Reafon  of  the  more  immediate  and  intimate 
Conne<5tion  in  the  former,  than  in  the  latter.  And  this 
(hews  the  Error  in  the  general  Application  of  the  anti ent 
Philofopher’s  faying,  that  he  was  a  Citizen  of  the  World,  as 
if  it  implied,  that  all  Countries  ought  to  be  equally  dear 
to  a  Man  of  Senfe,  the  true  Meaning  of  it  being  only  to 
inculcate  Philanthropy ,  eye  in  the  facred*  Style,  Good-Will  to^ 
•wards  all  JVlankind ;  and  not  by  any  Means  to  deny ,  or  in¬ 
validate  the  natural,  and  indifpenfible  Attachment,  by 
which  every  Man  is  bound  to  his  native  Country. 

Hov7  univeiTai^^e  Senfe  of  this  Attachment  has  ever 
been,  and  in  what  high  Eftimation  the  Exertion,  of  it 
held,  is  fudiciently  proved  by  the  Honour  paid  to  thofe, 
who  even  facrificed  to  it  the  neareft  Connections  of  Natui  e, 
as  in  the  Inftance  of  the  Roman  Brutus,  and  the  firft  Prin¬ 
ciple  of  human  A(5tioh,  Self-prefervation,  in  thofe  of  the 
Decii,  wath  many  others,  hoxFi  Romans jdthenians,\X'tx- 
neceffary  to  be  enumerated  here  ;  and.  this  among  the 
fhoft  civilized  Nations ;  thofe  more  ignorant  carrying 
the  Point  ftill  farther,  and  in  the  cathuiiaftic  Ardoiu*  of 
their  Gratitude,  thinking  human  Honours  too  and 

therefore  confering  divine,  on  fuch  general  BenefaCloiS 
of  Mankind. 

-  Your  Lordfhip  will  parden  this  little  Digreffion  in 
Elucidation  of  a  Point  fo  dear  to  you,  as  to  be  made 
the  evident  Rule  of  your  public  Life,  for  the  Necelhty 
of  it  to  obviate  the  Imputation  of  Partiality,  m  thelc 
Refearches  into  a  SubjeCt  of  fo  delicate  a  Nature  ui  n- 
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felf,  as  the  Intercourfe  between  a  Mother  Country,  and 
her  Colonies  ;  and  more  particularly  fo  at  this  Time, 
and  in  this  Inllance. 

In  Order  to  give  due  Weight  to  what  I  fhall  fay  on 
this  important  Subjed,  it  is  neceflary  that  I  Ihould  ex- 
•  plain  the  Origin  and  extent  of  that  Experience,  which  I 
hinted  at  in  my  lirfl  Letter,  as  the  Reafon  that  induced 
'your  Lorddiip  to  preferibe  this  Attempt  to  me. 

I  have  had  the  Honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip  of 
the  Difeoveries  I  made  in  the  Year  1744  ;  as  alfo  that 
lince  that  Time  I  have  traverfed  the  whole  Coalb  of  Ame¬ 
rica  j  fro7n  Lat.  68.  North,  to  Cape  Florida,  and  penetrat¬ 
ed  fome  thoufands  of  Miles  wedward,  into  the  Wilder- 
xiefs,  many  Parts  of  which  were  never  before  trodden 
by  European  Feet. 

The  Accounts  therefore,  which  I  fhall  give  of  thefe, 

I  had  almoft  faid  boundlefs  Regions,  are  not  taken  upon 
Trull,  on  the  Relation  of  others.  They  are  the  Refult 
of  real  Experience,  on  the  Teftimon^cf  my  Senfes  ;  as 
the  Obfervations  I  fhall  offer  on  them  are  founded  on  the 
unerring  Evidence  of  Fads. 

The  fame  Foundation  of  Experience  alfo  fupporte 
what  1  fhall  offer  in  in  Refped  to  the  Commerce  of  the 
WeJl^Indian  Illands,  as  well  as  of  the  Colonies  on  the 
Continent. 

In  the  Courfe  of  more  than  thirty  Years,  which  I 
have  been  clofely  and  conftantly  engaged  in  mercantile 
Bufinefs,  in  all  its  various  Extent,  I  have  had  Inter¬ 
courfe  in  dealing  wuth  the  Colonies  of  Hudfoti's  Bay, 
N^iifoundland,  Quebec,  Nenjj-England,  Pennfylvania,  Virgi- 

Tiia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia' - With  Bar^ 

hadoes,  Grenada,  St,  Vincents,  Dominica,  Antigua,  Montfe- 
rat,  Nevis,  St.  Chrijlophers ,  and  Jatnaica, - The  Com¬ 

merce  therefore  of  thefe  Places  cannot  reafonably  be 
fuppofed  to  be  unknown  to  me,  or  my  Remarks  upon  it, 
only  the  chimerical  Dreams  of groundlefs  Speculation,  as 

has 
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has  moft  fhamefully  been  the  Cafe  with  too  many  of  thofe 
who  have  written  on  this  moft  important  Subjecl. 

A  clear  but  concife  Account  of  wEat  particularly 
ftruck  my  Obfervation  in  the  different  Parts  of  America, 
with  which  1  propofe  to  begin,  will  be  the  belli  Introduc¬ 
tion  to  thofe  Hints  of  Improvement,  which  I  would- 
humbly  fuggefl:  to  your  Lordfliip,  in  the  Culture  and 
Commerce  of  our  Colonies  there,  and  themort;  folid  Bafis, 
upon  which  to  found  the  Expedience,  and  PraftlcabiliLy 
of  them  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  afford  the  mofi  convinc¬ 
ing  Proof  of  the  ineflimable  Value  of  thofe  Colonies  to 
the  Mother  Country  ;  and  the  indifpenfible  Neceffity  in 
every  Senfe  of  political  Prudence,  of  healing  thofe  un¬ 
happy  Differences,  which  feem  fo  alarmingly  to  threaten 
an  Interruption  at  leaft,  If  not  a  total  Lofs  of  Intcrcourfe 
with  them,  at  this  mod  critical  Period. 

It  mud  not  be  expecled  though,  that  this  Account 
fhall  Include  Defcriptions  of  the  Appearances  of  thofe 
Countries,  or  of  the  Perfons,  Manners,  Cuftoms,  &c. 
of  the  Inhabitants.  Thefe  Points  have  long  been  fuffi- 
ciently  fet  forth ;  or  if  any  Curlofity  concerning  them 
ftill  remains.  It  may  foon  and  eafily  be  gratified,  by  Re- 
courfe  to  the  many  Accounts  extant  of  every  Particular 
of  this  Kind  in  them.  The  Nature  of  the  Soil,  and  its 
Aptitude  by  Climate  and  Situation  for  Agriculture  and 
Commerce,  In  the  Produ(5tIon  of  the  Neceffaries  and 
Conveniencies  of  Life,  both  for  the  immediate  Support 
and  Ufe  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  Communication  and  re¬ 
ciprocal  Interchange  with  other  Countries  ;  and  for  the. 
Tranfportation  of  them  for  fuch  Interchange,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  the  Returns  of  it,  were  the  Objedls  of  thofe  Ob- 
fervations,  which  I  here  propofe  to  fubmit  to  your  Lord- 
fhip’s  and  the  public  Confideratiou  ;  and  from  the  Dif- 
cuflion  of  which,  as  I  have  fald  before,  the  Improve¬ 
ments  that  may  be  made  in  them,  will  naturally  follow. 

No  more  would  I  be  underftood  to  intend  entering  into 

the  Difputes  agitated  at  prefent  between  the  Mother 

Country,  ’ 
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Country,  and  her  Colonies,  as  a  Partizan  of  either.  I 
am  too  confeious  of  my  own  Infignificancy  to  obtrude 
my  Sentiments  on  a  Subje(5t  fo  much  above  my  Sphere, 
Such  Officioufnefs  much  oftener  prejudices,  than  ferves 
aCaufe ;  tlie  Pride  of  the  human  Heart  turning  away  with 
Difdain  from  the  Advice  of  an  Inferior,  however  juft 
and  wife  in  itfelf,  becaufe  the  very  A(ft  of  giving  Advics 
implies  a  Superiority  in  that  Inftance. 

I  do  not  by  this,  my  Lord,  preclude  myfelf  abfolutely 
from  cither  of  thefe  Topicks,^  when  in  the  Courfe  of  my 
prefent  Undertaking,  they  lhall  fall  naturally  in  my  Way. 
Wherever  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  the  prefent  In¬ 
habitants,  Native  or  European,  appear  to  me  to  influence 
the  Intereft  of  the  Colony,  either  to  its  Advantage  or 
Prejudice,  I  fliall  hold  it  my  Duty  to  point  out  fuch  In¬ 
fluence,  and  to  fuggeft  any  Alteration  of  Manners  or 
Cuftoms,  which  I  fhall  conceive  likely  to  remove  that 
Prejudice,  or  extend  the  Advantage. 

The  fame  Liberty  I  fhall  think  myfelf  entitled  to,  with 
Refped;  to  the  Syftems  of  Policy  adopted  in  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  our  Colonies  both  here,  and  -on  the  Spot. 
Wherever  they  fhall  obvioufly  appear  to  promote  or 
clafli  with  the  Interefts  and  Advantage  of  both  in  any 
Inftance,  for  feparated  they  cannot  he,  I  fhall  not  hefitato 
fhew  that  Inftance,  and  the  Manner  in  which  it  is  fo 
affedted,  nor  to  fuggeft  vflth  proper  Deference  and  Sub- 
miffion  to  better  Information  and  fuperiour  Power, 
what  Means  I  think  moft  efficacious  to  improve  the 
former,  and  to  remedy  the  latter. 

1  have  the  Honour  to  he.  See.  8cc, 


LETTER  III. 


My  Lord, 


IS  H  A  L  L  fhall  begin  this  Review  with  one  of  the 
kaft  noticed,  but  far  from  the  kafl  important  in  it¬ 
felf 
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felf,  of  our  Settlements,  were  the  Advantages,  obvioufly, 
and  moft  eafily  to  be  made  of  it,  properly  attended  to, 
which  is  that  of  Hiidfon' s-Bay , 


The  Time,  Manner,  and  Occafion  of  the  Difcovery 
of  this  vaft  Sea,  and  the  Regions  bordering  on  it,  fo  far 
as  they  are  yet  difcovered,  are  fo  well  known,  that  it  is 
unnecelTary  to  recount  them  here. 

Though  the  Defign,  which  firft  led  our  daring  Coun¬ 
trymen  into  the  dark  RecelTes  of  the  North,  failed  In  Its 
firft  Obje(51,  the  Difcovery  of  a  PafTage  that  Way  to 
China,  the  Attempt  failed  not  of  producing  other  Con- 
Tequences  which  well  repaid  to  their  Country,  if  not  im¬ 
mediately  to  themfelves,  the  Fatigue,  Danger,  and  Ex¬ 
pence  of  it  to  the  bold  Adventurers,  by  laying  them  un¬ 
der  a  Neceffity  of  flopping,  when  the  Severity  of  the 
Climate 'made  the  Seas  no  longer  navigable,  to  explore 
their  Inhofpitable  Shores,  for  the  Support  of  Life,  till 
the  Return  of  the  Seafon  proper  for  puriulng  their  Pro¬ 
ject,  whereby  they  opened  with  the  Inhabitants  an  Inter- 
courfe  of  Commerce,  unthought  of  before,  and  which 
but  for  this  Gaufe,  would  never  have  been  fought  for 
.through  fo  many  and  luch  difcouraglng  Difficulties. 


.  The  Seclufion  of  thefe  Inhabitants  from  the  more  in¬ 
formed  Part  of  Mankind  by  their  Si  uatioii  ;  and  the  Ste¬ 
rility  of  their  Councry,  which  confined  rneir  Cares  wi*;!!- 
in  the  narrowCIrcle  of  th.  iudlipcni  nler.c^eiTaricsof  Life, 
without  fupplying  a  finglc  ’rl tl:U  could  fugged, 
much  ief?  rralify  a'J  '  ■  i-.h  r  .i'- 

O  '  a 


I'b'ug  faniier,  ne- 


ce fieri Iv  bn  ugh- 


'it.-n 


nal, 
cii  V 


O,  'T.'  ; 

f  )r'  .n. 


•  ■  nc  to  Its  ongi- 
X--  of  ore  Conimo- 

Int  v "  veiitioc  of  iVioney, 
ol  m  ^'ou7Uri..*s  of  more 
extended  intercon'Uc.  aii<-  ‘  7';  m  ce,  to  lupply  the  De- 
fed;s,  and  remedy  the  inconvv’iajucies  of  fucii  Barter. 


tl'e  astificinj 


tu  l' 


The  A  dvantages  of  fucli  a  Commerce  to  a  Country 

able  to  avail  itfeif  of  them  are  fufficiently  obvious.  It 

takes 
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takes  ofF  fuch  of  its  Produce  and  Manufa(5lures  as  are 
moft  plenty,  and_ cheap,  at  their  real  Value  to  thofe  who 
want,  and  not  being  able  to  procure  them  elfewhere, 
beat  not  down  their  Price  on  Account  of  that  Plenty, 
nor  require  fuch  Accuracy  and  Ornament  in  the  manu- 
fadluring  of  them,  as  make  them  come  dearer  to  the 
Vender,  without  being  of  greater  Ufe  to  the  Pur  chafer  ; 
and  for  any  Deficiency  in  which  they  would  be  rejedted 
by  other  Purchafers  ;  and  brings  in  Return  the  Produce 
of  the  Country  of  the  Barterers,  at  the  low  Rate  fet  up¬ 
on  it  bythofewhodo  not  want  iL,who'have  no  other  Vent 
for  it,  and  confequently  are  glad  to  exchange  it  at  any 
Rate  for  what  they  do  want,  and  cannot  obtain  other- 
wife  ;  not  to  dwell  upon  the  great  national  Advantage  of 
its  being  unmanufadlured,  and  thereby  affording  Employ^ 
ment  to  the  various  Artificers,  who  prepare  it  for  Ufe. 

Thefe  Circumftances  were  too  ftriking  not  to  be  imme*- 
diately  perceived ;  but  their  Effefl:  was  circumfcribed  in 
fuch  a  Manner  by  the  very  Means  injudicloufly  taken  to 
improve  and  extend  it,  that  what  would  have  been  a  moft 
important  Advantage  to  the  whole  Nation,  was,  by  the 
Grant  oi  an  e^tenfive  Charter^  confined  to  a  few  Individuals, 
who  actuated  by  the  moft  felfifh,  fordid  and  Ihort-fighted  Po¬ 
licy,  or  rather  Cunning,  reftrained,  inftead  of  extending 
thatCommerce,  for  Fear  of  its  be'coming  an  Objeff  of  pub¬ 
lic  Confideration,  and  the  Monoply  of  it  taken  from  them, 
fhould  the  ( comparatively  hnmenfe )  Profits  which  it  might 
produce,  be  known  ;  and  thereby  with  the  groffeft  Dif- 
honefty  defeated  intentionally,  the  exprcfs  End  for  which 
fuch  Charter  had  been  originally  granted,  on  the  moft 
plaufible  Pretences,  and  ftrongeft  Affurance  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  and  was  ftill  from  Inattention,  or  Mifreprefcxita- 
tion,  fuffercd  to  remain  with  them. 

This  will  be  heft  explained,  and  proved  by  the  follow- 
ing  El  ft,  and  Eftimate  of'  the  feveral  Articles  exported 
from  hngla?id  XOy  and  imported  into  E?igland  from  this 
Seulc!”ent.,  which  are  drawn  with  the  utmoft  Exa(5hiefs, 
and  from  the  beft  Authority. 

COMMO- 
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Commodities  exported  from  England  to 

Hudson’s-Bay. 

Coarfe  Woollen  Cloths — Checks^-4Cottons — BritlJJo " 

Linens — Foiling  Pieces — Binding  Guns — Gun- 
F lints — G  unponxider —  Shot — —Cutlajfes— -Wrought- 
Leather — Salt—-JVheaten  Meal — Oaten  IMeal — 

‘  B arley — Peas^ —  Beans — Mai t —  Bacon — Beef- — 

Pork Butter Cheefe Bifcuit-—  Molajfes -  j>  £  l6>00O 

Wrought-Steel —  Iron — Brafs  — Copper — Pester 
—Pipes — Tobacco — Hof  cry — Hats — Tallow  Can¬ 
dles — Ship-Chandl ety —  Stationary  W ires —  Bugles 

Groceries Oil — Britijh  Spirits IVities - All 

which  coft  at  an  Average  of  three  Years  -  J 

Commodities  imported  Into  England  from 

Hudson’s-Bay. 


Thirty-four  thou  fund  Beaver  Skins' — 16,000 
Marten — 2000  Otter — 1100  61?/ — 3000  Fo:< — 
5000  Wolf — 7000  Wolverine — 650  black  Bear — 
40  nvhite  Bear — 500  Fijher — 250  Mink — 3000 
Mufqtcafj — 30cwt.  to  50cwt.  Bed-Feathers — 
20cwt.  to  30cwt.  Whale-bone — Hfenn  Tons  of  Oil 
—1^0,000  Goofe-quills — 200olb.  Cut  Beaver — 
1000  Elk— -2000  Deer  Skim — 2501b.  Caforeutn 
— W  orth,  as  bought  at  the frf  Hand  at  Qu  e  b  E  c , 
at  a  like  Average  of  three  Years 


\L  29,340 


The  firft  View  of  thefe  Lifts,  and  Eftimates  will  moft 
probably  be  thought  to  contradicft  what  has  been  advanc¬ 
ed  before  of  the  Importance  of  this  Settlement ;  but  when 
'it  is  confidered  that  in  the  above  Lift  of  Exports  is  includ¬ 
ed  all  that  the  Company  fends  for  the  Support  and  Main- 
•  tenance  of  their  Settlements,  and  for  which  confequently 
'there  can  be  no  Return,  as  it  is  immediately  confumed 
by  their  People - When  it  is  proved  that  the  Com¬ 

merce  of  it  is  kept  thus  low  by  Defign,  and  the  Means 

taken 
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taken  to  accomplifli  that  Defign  are  fnewn,  the  Truth  of 
my  Pofiiiont  Will  appear  in  its  full  Force,  But  this  muft 
'  be  the  Subject  of  another  Letter. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  hoj  SiC. 

P.  S,  Your  Lordfliip  will  obferve,  that  in  eftimating 
the  Imports  from  Hudfosi  s-Bay^  I  ftrike  the  Price  of  them 
by  that  paid  for  the  fame  Articles  at  ^iehee. 

The  Reafon  of  my  doing  this  is,  that  the  Hudfon"* s-Bay 
Company  conduc^lall  their  Affairs  with  fuch  Impenetrable 
Secrecy,  that  it  is  notpolnble  to  know  at  what  Rate  they 
exchange  their  Goods  for  thofe  of  thd^Natives  ;  an  Oath 
of  Secrecy  being  impofed  upon  their  Servants  ;  and  the 
Obfervation  of  all,  upon  whom  they  cannot  impofe  fuch 
'an  Oath,  prevented  by  the  moft  brutal  Inhofpitality  and 
Exclufion  from  every  Kind  of  Intercourfe. 

"^OT^s’mthe grofs  ^lantity  of  the  Exports  open  any  fatisfac- 
tory  Infight  into  this  Myftery ;  as  it  is  not  known,  nor  can 
for  the  above  Reafons  be  difcovered  with  any  Degree  of 
Precifion,  how  much  of  that  Quantity  is  confumed  by  the 
Company’s  Servants;  and  confequently  no  Return  for  it 
brought  Home  in  the  Imports, 

This  much  I  know  from  my  own  Experience,  that 
there  is  no  fixed  Rate  for  the  Barter  of  any  Commodity, 
the  Company  allowing  juft  .wdiat  they  pleafe  at  that 
Time ;  in  which  Allowance,  they  are  fo  equitable  and 
reafonabl(?,  that  I  myfelf  have  fe.en  Inftances  of  their  be¬ 
ing  confcientioufly  content  with  a  Profit  of  fiot  above  o?ie 
thoufiand  per  Cent,  upon  particular  Articles. 

i  j 

Thefe  Lifts  therefore  only  ftiew  what  Advantage  the 
.  N^ition  reaps  at  prefent,  from  the  Commerce  of  tliis  Set¬ 
tlement,  under  their  Monoply.  What  it  wmuld  reap, 
were  there  no  fuch  Monoply ^  wfith  a  more  particular  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  curious  Methods  taken  to  keep  it  in  its  pre¬ 
fent  State  of  national  Infignificancy,  lhall  be  Ihewm  in 
the  proper  Place.  LETTER 
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My  Lord, 


IHx-\VE  fhewn  tTie  prefent  mconfi 

^  the  Commerce  to  Hudfons-Bay,  I  have  air3^MK|||[| 
it  is  capable  of  fach  Improvement  as  would 
confiderable  Advantage  to  the  Nation.  It  remains'ffow 
that  I  prove  this  AlTertion.  In  doing  this  it  will  be  ne- 
cefl'ajy  forme  to  look  back  for  ajNIoment  to  C  irciim0:ance'5 
not  attended  to  at  prefent,  but  which  have  influenced  thTs 
Commerce,  from  its  very  flrft  Inftitution,  and  do  Hill  In¬ 
fluence  it,  in  the  mofl:  pernicious  Manner. 

At  theTime  w'hcn  the  Company  was  eflabllfli- 

ed,  in  1670,  the  Minds  of  all  People  of  Power,  or  Pro¬ 
perty,  were  fo  fixed  upon  the  Intrigues  of  the  Court,  and 
the  Confequences  immediately  apprehended  from  them  at 
Home,  that  they  would  not  fpare  a  thought  for  anything 
fo  remote  in  Situation  and  ETFecfl,  as  foreign  Colonization ^ 
by  which  Means  that  mod  Important  of  political  Entcrr 
prizes  fell  to  thofe,  who  were  in  every  llelpect  leailquali- 
fied  to  purfue  it  to  x'^dvantage. 

Under  thefe  inaufpicious  Circumflances,  an  exclufive 
Charter  for  trading  to  the  Countries  confining  on  the  Sea, 
called  Hiidfo?i  s-Bay,  was  without  enquiring  into  the  Con¬ 
fequences,  granted  to  a  Set  of  Private  Adventurers,  who 
without  Support  or  even  Countenance  from  Government, 
undertook  upon  the  narrow  Foundation  of  their  own  For¬ 
tunes  to  eflablilh  a  Trade,  attended  with  fuch  difliculties 
in  x4ppearance,  as  w’ould  have  difeouraged  any  Men  not: 
fully  perfuaded  of  the  Certainty  of  Succefs.  Nor  were 
they  difappointed  ;  the  Event  exceeding  their  mofl  fan- 
guine  Expedations,  in  their  very  firfl;  Experiment. 

Such  Succefs  from  fo  weak  a  Beginning,  fhewed  to  what 
an  Height  it  might  be  carried,  on  a  more  extended  Foun¬ 
dation.  But  the  Scheme  it  fuggefled  was''rcry  different  : 
Inftead  of  extending  their  fil'd  Plan,  and  making  their 
Succefs  kuowA  to  procure  an  Ealargemeut  of  their  Capt- 
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tal,  the  Company  turned  all  their  Care  to  conceal  the 
whole,  (which  the  diftradtions  of  the  Times  gave  them, 
too  good  an  Opportunity  of  doing)  and  keep  the  Profits 
of  the  Trade  entirely  to  themielves,  contradled  as  it  was, 
rather  than  run  the  Hazard  of  their  being  fhared  in  by 
others,  fiiould  it  be  puflied  to  its  natural  Extent ;  a  Care, 
which,  as  I  before  obferved  to  your  Lordfiiip,  has  never 
been,  relaxed  fmce. 

For  this  fordid  Purpofc,  they  contented  th^fe^es 
with  proceeding  on  the  low  Capital,  which  Neceuity  had 
at  firft  obliged  them  to  fet  out  upon,  and  making  a  few 
paultry  Settlements,  barely  fufficlent  to  carry  on  th^e 
ftrained  Trade  which  fuch  a  Capital  could  fupport.  TheE- 
vent  has  In  this  alfo  too  well  anfwered  their  Defign.  The 
inconfiderable  Amount  of  their  Exports,  and  confequent- 
iy  of  the  Returm,  have  kept  the  Trade  in  fuch  Obfcunty 
as  to  feem  beneath  the  Attention  of  Government,  whereby 
it  has  remained,  according  to  the  Letter,  however  contrary 
to  the  Spirit  of  their  Charter,  in  their  own  Hands. 

It  mull  be  owned  that  the  Temptations  to  this  Con  dud 
were  powerful.  Without  hazarding,  or  even  advancing 
more  than  a  comparitive  Trifle,  they  have  long  reaped, 
and  do  ftill  reap  a  Profit,  which  a  Capital  tentimes  as  large 
could  not  produce,  in  any  other  Channel  of  Conferee  ; 
a  Reafon,  which  too  many  inftances  prove  fufficient, 
in  the  prefent  Times,  to  over- balance  national  Advantage, 
and  iuftlfy  breach  of  Faith  :  for  by  no  other  Name  canfo 
manifeft  a  Violation  of  the  Profeflions  of  promoting  that 
Advantage,  upon  which  all  fuch  Charters  are  granted, 
be  called,  without  asmanifeE  a  Violation  of  Truth. 

I  am  aware,  that  it  will  be  objeded  to  this,  by  thofc 
who  are  interefled  to  keep  thefe  Affairs  in  thar  prefent 
State  of  Darknefs,  that  the prove  the  Sufficiency  ot 
the  Capital  for  the  Trade,  and  that  it  is  abfurd  and  un¬ 
natural  to  think  any  Men  (hould  be  fo  blind  to  their  owm 
Advantage,  as  not  to  make  large  Exports  could  they  have 
adequate  Returns  for  them.  The  latter  of  thefe  Gbjec- 
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tions  has  been  already  obviated.  I  fhall  now  fliew  the 
Fallacy  of  the  former,  and  in  what  Manner  the  hnports 
are  kept  down  to  their  prefent  low  Stand :  low,  I  mean 
as  to  what  they  might  be,  for  they  are  high  beyond  all 
parallel,  confidering  what  they  coft.  ^ 

Though  the  Natives  of  the  vaft  Countries  around 
Hudfon's-Bayy  with  whom  the  TrafEck  of  the  Company  is 
carried  on,  are  fllll  in  that  State  of  natural  Ignorance, 
which  People  more  informed,  have  arrogantly  prefumed ' 
to  call  Heaven  has  not  denied  them  the  Knowledge 

necelTary  for  the  few  Purpofes  of  their  narrow  Sphere  of 
Life.  They  were  not  long  engaged  in  this  Traffick, 
therefore,  before  they  difeovered  fome  of  the  grofs  Im- 
pofitions  pradlifed  upon  them,  though  they  could  cot 
poflibly  form  even  a  Conception  of  the  whole. 

I  have  obferved  to  your  Lordfhlp,  that  the  Commerce 
of  Hudfifds-Bay  Company  confifts  in  bartering  fome  of  our 
Manitfadtures  and  Commodities,  the  cheapeft  and  word 
of  their  Kinds,  with  the  Natives,  for  their  Furs.  The 
firft Thing,  which  Reafon  would  fugged  to  be  done  in 
fuch  a  TrafEck,  by  thofe,  who  had  the  Lead  in  it,  mud 
b'c  to  fix  the  Rates  of  the'  feveral  Articles  to  be  brought 
by  them  for  Barter,  at  fuch  a  Standard,  as  fhould  ob¬ 
viate  theii*  being  ever  under^  a  NecefEty  of  altering  it,' 
and  thereby  raifing  a  Sulpicion  ofinjuftice  in  the  others, 
who  being  neither  able  to  judge  of  thefe  Terms,  noi  of 
the  accidental  Circumftances,  which  might  at  particular 
Times  make  an  Alteration  in  them  neceffary,  were  they 
ftruck  with  exa^mefs,  would  certainly  take  Offence  ac 
fuch  Alteration,  though  they  could  not  avoid  fubraitting 
to  the  firft  Eftabliihment,  in  the  making  of  which  I  have 
not  prefumed  to  mention  the  leaft  Regard  to  Juftice. 

But  inftead  of  this,  a  new  Standard  is  arbitrarily  Im- 
pofed  by  the  Company  every  Seafon,  not  on  Pretence  e- 
ven  of  any  Alteration  in  the  Value  of  their  own  Commodi¬ 
ties  or  thofe  of  the  Natives  ;  butfolely  according  to  the 
Ouintity  of  the  latter,  the  whole  of  which  be  li  more  or 
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lefs  than  on  other  Years,  they  calculate  fo  as  to  get  for 
their  own,  whofe  Quantity  is  nearly  the  fame  every  Sea- 
fon.  Such  an  Impofition  was  too  glaring  to  efcape  unno¬ 
ticed  even  by  Savages ^  who  though  they  could  not  Ihew 
their  Refentment  of  it,  in  the  fame  Manner,  as  People  in 
other  Circumflances,  by  difeontinuing  the  Trade,  yet  did 
not  fail  to  take  the  obvious  Means  of  preventing  it  for 
the  future,  by  bringing  no  more  Eurs,  than  their  little 
Exprience  had  taught  them  would  fuffice  to  procure  in. 
Exchange  all  the  Commodities  of  the  Company,  the 
Quantity  of  which  they  alfo  knew  by  Experience.  The 
Remainder,  for  in  their  huntings  for  Food  they  flay  many* 
more  of  the  various  Animals,  than  they  bring  the  Furs  of 
to  Market,  they  either  confume  themfelves  in  Ufes  they 
might  difpenfe  with,  could  they  turn  them  to  any  better 
Ufe,  or  acftually  throw  away ;  pradtifmg  out  of  Refent¬ 
ment  the  fame  Policy  with  the  Dufd,  ia  Regard  to  their 
Superfluous  Spices. 

The  Effects  of  a  different  Condu(5l  mull  be  the  Subje(ft 
•f another  Letter. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  he^  6'r. 


LETTER  V. 

My  Lord, 

TH  E  Caiife  and  Confequences  of  the  Conduct?, 
which  has  been  invariably  purfued  by  the  Hud^oTj's- 
Bay  Company,  ever  fmee  it  was  eRabliflied,  havlng'^been 
confidered,  let  us  now  confider  what  would  be  the  Ef- 
fed,  had  they  adopted  a  dilFerent  Syftem,  or  rather  had 
no  fueh  Eftablifliment  been  made  from  the  Beginning, 
but  the  Trade  left  open  in  its  natural  State;  indeed  the 
only  State  in  which  any  Trade  can  prove  beneficial  to  a 
Nation,  all  Mo?jopo!ieshY  tlieir  Principles  counterading  the 
juibllck  Intercil:,  and  fetting  up  a  private  one  in  Oppofi- 
tiun  to  iu  X  lie  only  Iradc  (or  at  leaft  the  only  one 
v^ortli  taking  any  Notice  of)  earned  on  at  prefent  by  the 
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fTudJon  s-  Bay  Company,  is  the  Fur-trade.  But  befide 
this,  there  are  others  already  difcovered,  which  if  pufhed 
to  their  proper  Extent,  would  very  foon  not  only  equal, 
but  mold  probably  even  exceed  that  ;  not  to  mention  the 
Probability  of  difcovering  ftill  more. 

The  firft  of  thefe  which  I  fhall  mention;  and  which, 
to  the  Surprize  of  Reafon,  has  not  hitherto  been  thought 
of  any  Confequence,  is  the  Filliery.  I  will  take  upon 
me  to  fay,  that  the  Whale  and  Seal  Flfherles  in  Hudforis- 
Bay,  and  Baffin' s-Bay,  are  capable  of  affording  fufficlent, . 
and  fufficiently  profitable  Employment  to  Several  hun¬ 
dred  filhing  Veffels.  Nor  is  this  a  vague  Affertion.  I 
fpeak  It  from  Experience,  having  been  fome  Years  per- 
lonally  engaged  In  the  Greenland  Fifhery,  after  my  be¬ 
ing  at  Hudfon  s~Bay,  and  gained  a  clear  Infight  into  every 
Branch  of  it. 

The  Advantages  which  would  neceffirlly  rcfult  fom 
this  are  mofl  obvious.  It  would  encreafe  the  Numbers 
of  our  Seamen  and  Shipping,  and  every  Branch  of  Com¬ 
merce  which  does  that,  encreafes  the  eifential  Strength  of 
the  Nation.  And  it  would  not  only  fupply  us  with  a  Suf¬ 
ficiency  of  the  Produce  of  thefe  Fllhcries  for  Home  Con- 
fumption,  but  alfo  give  us  the  Command  of  the  Trade 
fo  effedlually,  as  to  enable  us  to  underfell  all  Rivals  In  it,* 
at  foreign  Markets.  That  it  Is  Irapofilble  for  fuch  a 
Trade  to  be  carried  on  properly  under  the  unnatural  R-e-  * 
firaints  of  ’<inexctujiz'e  Charter,  even  were  the  Company  to 
make  the  Attempt,  is  too  evident  to  require  Proof ;  and 
how  much  the  Nation  fuffers  by  being  fecluded  from  It, 
may  be  judged  from  this  one  Clrcumftancc,  that  Inflcad 
of  feveral  hundreds  of  Veffels,  and  Thoufands  of  Sea¬ 
men,  which  this  finglc  Trade  would  employ  if  laid  open 
to  public  Emulation,  the  whole  IVade  of  the  Hudfori's- 
Bay  Comjiany  cmploys^no  more  than  four  Ships,  and  cm- 
hundred  and  thirty  Seamen., 

Another  mofi;  valuable  Article  of  Commc^^ce,  which 
thofe  Countries  would  fupply  In  the  greutefi  Plenty,  is 

C  3  CcfJ'cr. 
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Copper.  In  the  Year  1744,  I  myfelf  difcovered  there  fc* 
veral  large  Lumps  of  the  fined  Virgin  Copper,  which  in 
the  honed  Exultation  of  my  Heart  at  fo  important  a 
Difcovery  I  directly  llicwed  to  the  Company  ;  but  the 
thanks  I  met,  may  be  eafily  judged  from  the  Sydem  of 
iheir  Contlu(5l.  The  Fad,  without  any  Enquiry  into  the 
Reality  of  it,  was  treated  as  chimerical  Illufion  ;  and  a 
Stop  arbitrarily  put  to  all  farther  Search  into  the  Matter, 
by  the  abfolule  Lords  of  the  Soil. 

The  Advantacres  which  would  arife  from  a  fufficient 
Supply  of  this  Metal, »  are  alfo  obvious  to  every  Capacity. 
It  would  afford  Employment  to  all  our  various  Artificers 
who  w’orkinit ;  and  enable  us  to  underfell  all  Competitors 
at  foreign  Markets  ;  and  this  at  a  Time,  when  our  internal 
Supplies  of  it  feem  to  be  nearly  exhauded,  and  the  Ufe 
cf  it  is  daily  encreafing  in  all  Parts  of  the  World. 

1  have  faid  that  Copper  is  to  be  found  in  Plenty  in 
thofe  Countries,  for  this  Rcafon.  Wherever  any  Metal  is 
found  in  Lumps,  on  or  near  the  Surface  of  the  Earth,  it  is 
a  certain  Proof  that  the  Earth  abounds  wuth  it  deeper  dowm ; 
fuch  Lumps  being  protruded  from  the  Body  of  the  Me¬ 
tal,  like  Sparks  from  a  large  Fire.  Nor  is  it  unreafon- 
able  to  exped,  that  Metals  dill  more  valuable  might  be 
found  in  the  Purfuit  of  this;  the  riched  Gold-mines  in 
the  Ead  being  intermixed  with  thofe  of  Copper,  as  Cop¬ 
per  itfelf  is  wath  Gold  in  Proportion  to  the  Finenefs  of 
the  former ;  and  finer  than  the  Lumps  I  found  there, 
have  I  never  fcen. 

It  mud  not  be  objeded  to  w’hat  I  have  here  advanced, 
that  the  Intenfity  of  the  Frod  in  thofe  Climates  w^ould 
defeat  all  Attempts  of  mining,  or  at  the  bed  render  them  fo 
difficult  and  dedrudive  to  the  Lives  of  the  Miners,  as  to 
make  it  not  worth  the  Attempt.  This  is  only  a  vulgar 
Error.  It  is  khowm  that  Frod  penetrates  but  a  little  Way 
into  the  Earth;  no  farther  than  the  immediate  Adion  of 
the  Atmofphere  ;  where  the  Sphere  of  that  Adion  there¬ 
fore  ceafes,  frod  ceafes  of  Courfe  ;  and  the  mod  igno¬ 
rant 
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rant  Labourer  knows  that  the  deeper,  he  can  work  Inio 
the  Earth,  the  warmer  Air  he  will  breath. 

1  have  ths  llofiour,  See. 


letter  VI. 

My  Lord, 

Having  traced  the  prefent  State  of  the  Trade  to 
Hudfon'j-Bay  to  its  Caufe,  in  the  Conduft  of  the 
Company;  and  Ihewn  fo.ne  of  the  Confequences  which 

would’ follow  a  different  Condua,  the  next  thing  is  o 

Qiew  wkat  that  different  Condua  fhould  be. 

The  Impoffibility  of  attaining  to  a  juft  Knowledge  of 
any  Country,  without  firft  conciliating  the  Confidence  of 
thfe  Natives,  is  clear  to  rcafon,  and  has  been  proved  by 
invariable  Experience,  asalfo  1°‘ 

to  be  conciliated,  efpecially  among  Icfe 
-inv  Wav  but  by  long  Acquaintance,  much  Intercourle, 
and  many  good  Offices,  to  wear  off  the  iratural  Shynefs 

S.fp!cr.n.  i,.f.p»bk  ton,  ,h*  AaLX™' 

only  new,  but  aifo  incomprehenfible  to  them,  m  we 
Knowledge  of  a  Country,  I  include  its  various  Pi  oduff  , 
and  Conneaions,  as  well  as  the  exterior  Face  of  it. 

I„  ori.o  to  this,  tb.  M  Tiling  nttojiiry 

withoutappearingtorc  axlhc  V  c'  ;  ,  ^  fed  bv  too 

topreferve  RefpeA,  and  obviate  .  ..hich 

great  Security  to  meditate  miy  T1  ^^^ft^^ 

Colonies  Ihould  be  planted  in  '’I  .  t„  make 

of  th“  Country,  as  confiftent  with  C  on  )>  mui. 

the  Acquaintalice  with  the  Natives  as  general  as  poffi^^ 
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and  prevent  the  Mifreprefentations,  which  are  alwayS: 
made,  by  thoie  who  go  between  difFerent  People,  for 
the  Purpofes  of  Trade,  in  order  to  enhaunce  the  Merit 
of  fuch  Mediation,  and  keep  it  exclufively  to  themfelves  ; 
and  tills  as  well  among  favage  as  civilized  Nations,  from 
the  fame  interefled  Views. 

The  Elfe<5ls  of  fuch  an  Intimacy  of  Intercourfe  are 
moft  obvious.  The  hofpitable  Natives  would  communi¬ 
cate  to  their  beneficent  Guefts,  all  the  Knowledge  which 
Nature  had  learned  from  Experience.  They  would  fhew 
them  the  Secrets  of  the  Land,  and  aflift  them  with  their 
Labour  to  turn  every  Thing  to  their  own  Advantage. 

Thefe  Reflections,  my  Lord,  are  applicable  to  the  firll 
Principles  of  Colonization.  In  the  prefent  Cafe,  the 
Condu(5I  here  recommended,  would  have  thefe  particular 
good  Elfecfls*  It  would,  in  all  human  Probability,  en¬ 
large  the  Fur-Trade,  the  only  Trade,  as  I  have  obferved 
before,  now  carried  on  there,  by  the  Difeovery  of  Animals, 
not  fought  after  at  prefent  by  the  Natives,  becaufe  their 
Flelh  is  not  efleemed  by  them  for  Food,  but  whofe  Skins 
might  be  a  valuable  Addition  to  their  Commerce  ;  it 
would  cncreafe  the  Confumption  of  our  ovm  Manufac¬ 
tures,  in  Proportion  to  the  Increafe  of  our  Acquaintance 
with  the  Natives  ;  and  it  would  be  the  mofl:  certain  Means 
of  difeovering  that  PalTage  to  India,  which  flrft  led  our 
Mariners  into  thofe  Seas,  if  any  fuch  PalTage  there  is,  or 
elfe  put  an  End  to  the  Trouble  and  Expence  of  making 
farther  Attempts  for  fuch  a  Difeovery;  and  fo  accom- 
plilh  the  firfl;  Obje(51:  propofed  by  their  Charter. 

Nor  are  thefe  the  only  Advantages  wdiich  would  re- 
fult  from  the  Eftablifhment  of  fuch  Colonies.  They, 
would  neceiTarily  extend  to  every  other  Branch  of  Com¬ 
merce  capable  of  being  purfued  here  by  habituating  our 
People  to  the  Climate  and  keeping  them  upon  the  Spot, 
by  \v’hlch  Means  th-ey  would  be  ready  to  commence  their- 
V7ork  earlier,  and  able  to  purfue  it  longer  in  the  Seafon, 
than  they  can  at  prefent,  coming  from  afar,  and  obliged 
to  get  away  foon,  to  lave  their  PalTige  home.  The 
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The  only  Objedlions  which  can  poffibly  be  made  to  this, 
are  the  want  of  People  at  Home  to  fpare  for  planting  Co¬ 
lonies  ;  and  the  Improbability  of  their  thriving  in  fo  fe- 
vere  a  Climate,  But  upon  the  leaft  Examination,  both 
thefe  Objections  will  vaniih. 

The  Numbers  of  Beggars,  who  infeft  our  Streets,  fhew 
that  we  have  more  People,  than  we  can  give  Employment 
to,  or  at  leaft,  than  will  apply  themfelves  to  the  Employ¬ 
ments  proper  for  them  ;  and  confequently,  who  can  be 
well  fpared,  to  be  fent  elfewhere.  It  will  be  faid  perhaps, 
that  while  the  Streets  of  our  great  Cities  fwarm,  our 
Fields  and  Villages  are  thin  ;  but  this  alters  not  the  Cafe. 
Their  Labour,  not  their  Number  is  an  Advantage  to  the 
Publick ;  and  when  that  is  difcontinued,  they  become  an 
Incumbrance  to  Induftry,  like  Drones  in  a  Hive,  and  had 
better  even  not  be  at  all,  than  to  be  fupported  at  a  Lofs. 
’Till  it  is  thought  proper  therefore  to  put  the  Lawsagainft 
fuch  Vagrants,  in  Execution,  or  to  frame  others,  if  the 
prefent  are  infufficient  to  reftrain  the  labouring  People 
from  leaving  their  own  Settlements,  where  their  Work 
is  wanted,  and  crowding  to  the  Cities,  particularly  the 
Metropolis,  where  there  is  not  proper  Work  fufhcicnt 
for  them  ;  every  Scheme  for  removing  them  to  Places, 
where  they  can  get  fuch  W^ork,  makes  an  Addition  of  that 
Work  to  the  general  Stock,  and  faves  the  Value  of  their 
prefent  un- earned  Confumption.  Befide  the  Notion,  that 
planting  Colonies  depopulates  a  Country  has  been  long  re¬ 
futed,  it  beingproved  by  Experience,  that  in  the  Countries 
where  Induftry  is  encouraged  properly,  there  will  always 
be  as  many  Inhabitants,  as  there  is  good  Room  and  Em¬ 
ployment  for,  an  encreafed  Generation,  like  Bees,  fup- 
plying  the  Place  of  thofe  who  go  away  ;  and  it  is  the 
Want  of  this  Induftry,  the  Neceflity  of  which  is  fecmingly 
removed,  by  the  Treafures  returned  from  her  Colonies, 
tliat  has  depopulated  Spain ^  not  the  Numbers  ofthePeO" 
pie  fent  to  form  thofe  Colonies. 

As  to  the  other  Objeeftionof  the  Climate,  it  isno  more 
than  a  nicer  vulgar  Error,  derivei  from  the  ancient  one 
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of  nnlnhahitahle  Zones,  it  having  been  long  proved,  that 
there  is  no  Climate  under  Heaven  to  which  the  human 
Conftitution  cannot  be  reconciled  by  every  little  Care  ; 
the  Neceffity  even  of  which  Care  would  ceafe  with  the 
firft  Settlers  themfelves,  as  the  Climate  would  be  natural  to 
their  Children  born  and  bred  up  in  it. 

Nor  is  their  greater  Weight  in  the  Mifcarriage  of  the 
poor  Attempts  hitherto  made  to  raife  Corn,  and  Vegeta¬ 
bles  for  the  Support  of  thefe  Colonies,  in  thofe  Parts  of 
the  Country  which  lie  near  to  the  Company’s  Forts  ;  fuch 
Mifcarriage  being  far  from  proving  that  better  Succels 
might  not  attend  more  judicious  Attempts  made  in  other 
Parts, .particularly  on  D/loufe  and  Albany  Rivers,  which  lie 
nearly  in  the  fame  Latitude  with  London.  Or  even 
fhouldall  Attempts  fail ;  Meal,  Flour,  Cheefe,  Butter,  and 
efculent  Roots  may  be  carryed  thither  at  an  eafy  Rate, 
and  Fifli  and  Flefli,  particularly  that  of  Fowls,  are  moll 
excellent  in  their  Kinds,  and  fo  plenty,  as  to  be  below  Price. 

% 

^  Having  thus,  my  Lord,  fnevTi  the  Lofs  fulFered  by 
the  Nation,  from  the  injudicioufly  granted,  and  more  in- 
judicioully  (not  to  give  it  an  harder  Name)  condudedA/i?- 
nopoly  ci  Hndfo7i's-Bay,  and  the  natural  and 

cafy  Means  of  preventing  fuch  Lofs  for  the  future,  on  a 
Hcvocaticn  of  that  Monopoly,  I  mull  beg  Leave  to  trefpafs  up¬ 
on  your  Lordfhip  a  little  farther,  while  I  lay  before  you 
a  fhortVieWjOf  xh.Q prefesit  and propofcd  State  of  that  Trade, 
brought  together  for  Comparifon. 

The  Hudfofi’ s-Bay  Company  employ  four  Ships,  and 

130  Seamen.' - They  have  four  Forts,  which  contain 

186  Men.  - And  they  export  Commodities  to  the  Va¬ 

lue  of^  16, coo  a  Year,  and  bring  Home  Returns  to  the 
Value  of  £  29,340 — which  yield  to  the  Revenue/ 3734. 

If  the  Trade  were  laid  open,  the  Fifiery  alone  mHud- 
fen  s-Bay,  Ba£fi?i’ s-Bay,  and  Davis'" s  Streights  (in  the  laft  of 
wdiich  the  Dutch  find  Fifh  as  Plenty  as  in  Japan,  where 
they  kill  them  folely  for  their  Bone)  would  afford  Em¬ 
ployment 
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plo3n.iient  for  800  VefTels  of  every  Kind,  and  i6qco 
Men. - - 

The  Trade  would  require  and  fupport  Twelve  Colo¬ 
nies,  confiding  of  3000  fettled  Inhabitants  of  both 
Sexes.' — And,  the  Exports  would  in  the  Courfe  of  feven 
Years  at  the  very  farthed,  amount  to  £  320,000.  the 
Returns  to  ^  586,800,  which  would  yield  to  the  Reve¬ 
nue  £  74,680,  being  twenty  Fold  the  prefent  Amount  of 
each,  with  a  certain  Profpe<51:  of  farther  increafe.  But 
fo  it  is,  that  ^7//  ikefe  national  and  great  Advatitages  are  facri-^ 
ficed  to  fatten  a  fen.v  worthy  Individuals. - 

I  need  not  purfue  the  Subje(51;  any  farther.  The  in¬ 
ference  from  what  has  been  fhewn,  is  obvious  ;  and  mud 
open  the  Eyes  of  all,  who  are  not  determined  to  keep 
them  fhut.  Happy  for  the  Nation  that  fuch  is  not  your 
Lordfliip’s  Cafe  !  That  you  hold  not  yourfelf  above  re¬ 
ceiving  Information  from  your  Inferiors  ;  and  that  Hea¬ 
ven  has  bleffed  you  with  Ability  to  turn  that  Information 
to  the  bed  Advantage. 

I  have  the  Honour,  etc. 

P.  S,  Among  the  Things  negleifled  by  the  Hudfons- 
Bay  Company,  and  what  will  always  be  negleded  by  every 
monopolizing  Company,  as  foreign  to  their  immediate  Pro¬ 
fit,  I  have  not  made  any  Mention  of  civilizing  the  Na¬ 
tives,  and  indru(ding  them  in  the  Chridian  Religion, 
though  to  pafs  over  the  moral  Duty  of  doing  it,  the  great 
Advantages  in  Point  of  Intered,  which  the  French  have 
reaped  from  their  Labours  in  this  Way,  in  other  Parts 
of  the  World,  fhould  be  an  Incitement  to  other  Nations 
not  to  neglect  it. - 


LETTER  VIL 

My  Lord, 

TH  E  Country,  I  wifh  I  could  fay  Colony,  that 
comes  next  under  Confideration,  in  our  Return 
from  thQ  North,  is  Labrador,  The 
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Tlie  flmngc  Negle(n:  of  forming  any  Settlement  in  tin's 
Country, is  one  of  thefe  glaring  Inftances  of  the  Blindnefs 
t)f  Man  to  his  beft  Intereft,  'which  prove  the  InfufHciency 
of  his  boafted  Wifdom,  and  the  indefpenfible  Necefllty  of 
a  ruling  Providence  to  lead  him  right  in  the  plaineft  Road. 
For  though  this  Land  does  not  immediately  yield  Gold, 
Silver,  precious  Stones,  or  thofc  Foods'  for  Luxury  and 
Ohentation,  which  are  in  fuch  mad  Requeft,  it  would 
yield  a  Treafure  much  more  folid,  permanent,  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  Comrnon-'W'cal,  in  the  Fruits  of  Indu- 
ftry,  which  encreafes  the  Strength  along  with  the  Wealth 
of  a  Nation  ;  Labour  re'warded  by  Plenty  invigorating 
the  prefent  Race,  and  encreafing  Population,  in  its  hap- 
piell  Appearance,  an  healthy  and  vigorous  Progeny. 

The  Climate  on  the  CcaR  of  Labrador  is  lefs  fevere, 
tlian  that  of  the  Countries  confining  on  Hudfon's-Eay. 
The  Country  is  covered  with  Forefts  of  valuable  Timber, 
abounding  with  various  Animals,  v/hofe  Furs  would  be  a 
moll  profitable  Addition  to  our  Trade  in  that  Branch, 
andwhofeFlelh,  in  the  general,  is  mod  wholefcme,  as  that 
of  the  various  Fowls  with  which  the  'W'hole  Country  alfo 
abounds,  is  moft  delicious  Food.  The  Soil,  with  proper 
Cultivation,  is  capable  of  producing  Corn,  and  moft 
Kinds  of  efculent  Roots,  and  Vegetables;  and  the  Rivers 
aad  Sea-Coafls  yield  Fifh,  excellent  for  Food,  as  well  as 
Trade,  in  a  Plenty  that  aimoR  exceeds  Conception.  All 
this  is  immediately  on,  or  near  the  Sea-Coaft ;  our  Dif- 
coveries  extending  but  a  very  little  Way  farther.  Were 
the  Interior  Parts  of  the  Country  known,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  many  other  Advantages  w^ould  be  difeo- 
vered  in  them;  and  of  this  the  Fewnefs  of  the  Natives 
hitherto  feen  gives  the  ftrongeft  Prefumption  ;  it  being 
^much  more  agreeable  both  to  Reaibn  and  Experience  to 
fuppofe,  that  thofe  few  we  fee  are  only  Vagrants,  and 
that  the  Eody  of  the  People  find  Attachments  to  fix  them 
the  Centre  of  their  Country,  than  that  fuch  a  Country 
fhould  be  thinly  peopled  throughout. 

Tlie  onlv  Attempt  hitherto  made  to  carry  on  any  Trade 

here,  has  been  iu  the  Fifliery  j  which  makes  the  follow¬ 
ing 
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hig  Exports  yearly  to  Crcai^Britah,  Portugal,  Spain,  and 
Italy. 


Whale-Oil 
Seal-Oil ' 
Whale -bone 
Ssal-Skitis  - 


1500  Tons 
310  Tons 
72  Tons 
12000 


-  at  /  ly  - 

-  at  ^  I  y  - 

-  at.  /  300 

“  at  6^.  - 


£  22, po  o  o 
4,650  o  o 
2I,6cO  o  o 
-  300  o  o 


£  49,050  o  o 

There  are  no  Exports  from  Great-Britain,  that  can  with 
-any  Propriety  be  placed  againft  this.  With  the  Natives 
we  have  no  Trade.  In  the  Country  we  have  no  Settle¬ 
ment;  and  the  C  onfumption  of  the  People,  employed  in 
carrying  on  the  1:  ilhery,  is  fupplied  by  the  different  Places 
whence  they  come  every  Seafon,  and  whither  they  return 
at  the  End  of  it  ;  and  for  the  Time  they  llay,  confiifs  of 
the^bare  Neceffaries  of  Life,  and  Implements  of  their 
Bufmefs,  without  entering  at  all  into  our  Manufaflurcs. 

How  different  would  the  Cafe  be  were  thefe  Colonies* 
eftablifhed.  The  Advantages  of  fuch  Eftablifhments 
have  been  explained  in  the  preceding  Inflance  of  Hudfoiis- 
Bay.  ^  All  thofe  enumerated  there  (except  the  local  one 
relating  to^  the  WGrfh-nveJi  PajJage )  are  applicable  to  this 
Country,  in  the  ffri6teft  Senfe.  They  would  be  filled 
w’ith  People  of  our  own,  whom  it  were  a  faring  to  the 
Publick  to  fend  abroad  ;  or  with  People  of  other  Na¬ 
tions,  who  allured  with  the  Advantage,  \vould  fettle  watli 
iis,  and  become  ^oiir  own.  They  would  turn  to  proper 
Advantage  the  Articles  of  Commerce  already  difeovered 
there,  and  mofi;  probably  difeover  fliJl  many  more.  They 
would  take  off  our  Manufadures,  and  fend  us  In  Return 
the  Produce  of  the  Country  to  be  manufa(5hired  by  Us; 
and  they  would  neceffarily  encreafe  the  Numbers  of  our 
Shipping  and  Seamen,  the  bell:  Wealth,  .and  Strengtli 
of  Creat-Britain, 

The  Number  of  Colonies  proper  to  be  planted  here.  Is 
not  for  me  to  determine.  If  we  would  begin  with  .oitly 
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two,  or  even  one,  the  Experiment  would  foon  prove  Its 
own  Utility,  und  lliew  where,  and  in  what  Manner 
fliould  proceed  farther. 

I  have  the  Ho?iour,  <tic. 

P.  S.  Another  (and  that  a  moft  important)  Advantngc 
tliat  would  arlfe  from  the  EUablifliinent  of  Colonies,  on 
this  Coaft,  is  the  convenienj  Opportunity  it  would  afford 
of  boiling  down  the  Blubber,  and  making  the  Whale¬ 
bone  merchantable  on  the  Spot ;  by  which  Means  they 
might  be  carried  dire(5lly  to  Market,  and  the  Lofs  of 
Time  and  Expence  of  bringing  them  Home  In  the  Grofs, 
as  at  prefant,  faved. 


LETTER  VIII. 


My  Lord, 

CONTINUING  our'Courfe  from  the  North,  we 
come  next  to  the  Ifland  of  Nen^jfoundland.  The 
Climate  of  this  Ifland  differs  not  very  much  from  that  of 
Labrador  ;  and  that  Difference  Is  ftill  lefs  to  Its  Advan¬ 
tage,  the  heavy  Fogs  which  hang  over  it,  for  fo  great 
a  Part  of  the  Year  counter-balancing  any  little  Abate¬ 
ment  in  the  Intenfity  of  the  Froft.  The  Country  is  well 
flocked  with  Timber  fit  for  the  mod  valuable  Purpofes  of 
Ship-building.  It  has  many  fine  Rivers  ;  and  on  the 
Coaft  are  feveral  large,  commodious,  and  fafe  Harbours. 
But,  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Soil  is  fo  poor,  and  unfit 
for  the  Purpofes  of  Vegetation,  that  the  Heat  of  the 
Summer,  though  very  great,  cannot  force  it  to  produce 
any  Thing  in  Plenty,  or  Perfe(ftion. 


This  Is  on,  or  very  near  the  Sea-Coaft,  to  which  our 
Knowledge  of  the  Country  has  been  hitherto  confined. 
W^hen  the  interior  Parts  of  it  fhall  be  known  alfo,  it  is 
far  from  being  in  the  leaft  improbable,  that  this  Com¬ 
plaint  may  in  a  great  Meafure  ceafe,  and  many  Advan¬ 
tages,  as  yet  unthought  of,  be  difeovered. 
t'  .  But 
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But  it  is  not  the  Ifland,  or  its  Produce,  that  is  the 
Obje(5l  of  our  Attention.  It  is  the  Cod-Fiihery  on  the 
Coaft,  or  as  they  are  called,  the  Banks  of  Ne~^)fotlndland ^ 
the  greateft,  and  the  belt  Filheryin  the  known  World. 

The  Importance  of  this  Fifhery  to  Great-Brhaln  has 
been  long  and  w'ell  known  to  the  People  of  this  Nation. 
Would  to  Heaven,  it  had  been  as  w'ell  taken  Care  of  by 
its  Governors.  At  the  Peace  of  Utreekt  it  was  ceded  to 
us  by  the  Ftmch^  and  difcontinued  by  the  Spaniards ;  but 
both  foon  broke  through  their  Engagements,  and  re¬ 
fumed  the  Trade,'  not  indeed  avo-wedly  in  the  Names  of 
the  refpedive  Nations  ;  but  in  private,  and  fecmingly 
clandeftine  x4ttempts  of  Individuals,  which  were  taken  fo 
little  Notice  of  here,  if  they  were  not  even  connived  at, 
that  the  Fresich  in  particular  before  the  breaking  out  of 
the  laft  War,  had  gradually  worked  themfelves,  into  a 
'  great  Share  of  it,  Avhich  has  been  fiuce  confirmed  to 
them,  at  the  Peace  of  Paris. 

I  muft  not,  my  Lord,  indulge  my  Thoughts  upon 
this  Subjed !  It  is  too  late  !  The  Deed  is  done,  and  all 
that  remains  now  is,  to  remedy  its  Effetfis,  as  far  as 
polTible  ;  in  order  to  do  which,  it  is  necelfary  to  take  a 
diflindl  View  of  the  prefent  State  of  this  Trade. 

Commodities  exported  from  GreaFBritain  and 
Ireland^  to  'Newfoundland. 

Coarfe  Cloathino - Cottons - Checks - "I 

Britijh  Linens - Guns - Gunponjjder - 

Shot - —  Gun  Flints - FiJlLmg-Tackle - 

Wrought -Leather - Wrought-Sted - Iron  : 

- Brafs - Copper - Pewter - Pipes  I  - 

- Ho  fiery - Hats - Pallow  Candles -  |  ^  *  /  3’t 

Skip-Ckasidlery - Stationary  Wares - Groce^  J 

ry - Oil - Bacon — ■ — Beef - Pork - 

J\Ialt - Britif?  Spirits  and  Wines - All 

which  at  an  Average*  of  three  Y ears  cofl  J 
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Ill  can7mg  the  foregoing  Articles'  to  NnKfmni- 
land  irom  Londo?i,  Pool,  Weymouth,  Dart?neuth,  Tyne?nouth, 
^Gpfloani,  Brijlol,  Liverpool,  and  different  Parts  of  Ireland, 
nnd  in  bringing  the  Fifh  and  Oil  to  the  feveral  Markets^ 
in  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Italy  ;  as  alfo  in  catching  and 
curing  the  faid  Fifh,  there  are  employed 

Ships  380  -  with  Twelve  Men  in  each") 

Boats  2000  •  with  Eight  Men  in  each,  C  2056a  Men. 

making  together  -  \ 


In  the  foregoing  Lift  f  of  the  feveral  Articles  fent  to 

Nensfoundlatid,  I  have  not  included  Salt - Wheaten-Meal 

Oaten~I\fIeal -  Barley - — Peas-  ■  ■  -  ■  -Beans,  &c.  car- 

tried  from  P hiladelphia ,.  and  our  other  American  Colonies 
thither ;  which  though  they  do  not  go  inamediately  from 
Creat-Britain,  yet  as  they  increafe  the  Trade  of  thoft 
Colonies^  their  Profits  coafequently  centre  with  her. 

Exported  from  Neufoundland^ 

Cod-fijh  -  30,000  Tons  *  at  /  10  -  ^  300,000 
Qil  -  3000  Tons  45,000 


/  345>ooa 

The  Balance  of/  71,600  in  the  Favour  of  Great- 
Britain,  which  appears  upon  the  Face  of  this  State,  is 
by  no  Means  to  be  taken  for  the  whole  Amount  of  the 
Profits  of  the  Trade.  T[’he  Prices  here  fet  upon  the 
<rod-filh  and  Oil,  are  only  what  they  are  worth  upon  the 
^>pot.  At  the  feveral  Places  where  they  are  dilpofed  of, 
they  bring  much  more  than  twice  that  Sum ;  fo  that  at 
ihe  moft  moderate  Computation,  this  Trade  adds  annu- 
^Ally  a  clear  Profit  of  more  than  half  a  Million  to  the 
Wealth  of  the  Nation. 

The  Importance  of  fuch  a  Trade  proves  itfelf  at  the 
firft  View  ;  and  the  Variety,  as  well  as  the  Amount  of 

^hc 
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the  Articles  exported,  Ihews  how  extenfively,  and  deeply 
it  enters  into  oar  Manufadhires  ;  and  the  Numbers  of  the 
Seamen  bred  up  in  it,  to  every  Hardlhip  of  that  labori¬ 
ous  Life,  make  it  the  Nurfery  of  our  Navy,  and  there¬ 
fore  one  of  the  main  Sinews  of  our  moft  natural,  moft 
elfential  Strength. 

Nor  is  this  Importance  bounded  by  Its  prefent  State, 
profperous  as  it  is.  The  Profpe6t  extends  ftill  farther  '; 
and  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  Advantages,  reaped 
from  this  Fiihery,  may  be  doubled  within  the  Courfe  of 
a  very  few  Years,  if  the  proper  Means  are  taken,  and 
purfued  with  proper  Vigilance,  and  Vigour. 

I  have  obferved  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  Coad  of 
this  Ifland  abounds  with  large,  and  fafe  Harbours.  The 
fir  ft  Thing  to  be  done  to  improve  the  Trade  to  its  na¬ 
tural  Extent,  would  be  to  plant  Settlements  on  fuch  of 
tSefe  Harbours  as  lie  moft  convenient  to  the  Banks,  for 
curing  the  Fifli,  where  Stages,  See.  ftiould  be  erected  of. 
Strength  fufficient  for  long-continued  Ufe,  and  prefeiwcd 
for  it,  fo  as  to  fave  the  Expence,  Inconvenience,  and  Lofs 
of  Time,  experienced  from  the  temporary  ones  now 
ufed. 


As  the  Quantity  of  Fifli  upon  the  Banks  is  inexhaufti- 
ble,  by  having  fich  Settlements  eftabliihed,  ready  pre¬ 
pared  for  curing  them,  we  fliould  immediately  be  able  to 
fupply  all  our  Weji-India  Iflands,  with  Fifli  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  their  Negroes,  fo  much  cheaper  than  the  Way 
they  are  fupported  at  prefent,  that  they  would  be  able 
not  only  to  fupply  the  Mother  Country  with  Sugars  for 
Home  Confumption,  infinitely  cheaper  than  at  prefent ; 
but  alfo  to  underfell  every  other  Rival  in  the  Trade  at 
foreign  Markets. - 


Let  Brltabi  ever  preferve  its  hitherto  unfullied  Honour 

of  keeping  inviolable  tlie  Faith  of  treaties! - Let 

the  French  enjoy  what  they  have  gotten ;  but  give  them 
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no  more,  nor  let  them  encroach  beyond  the  Bounds 
(too  extenfive  already)  indulged  to  them. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  he^  See, 


LETTER  IX. 

My  Lord, 

WE  will  now,  if  your  Lordfhip  pleafes,  quit  the 
Coaft  of  the  main  Ocean,  for  a  few  Moments,  and 
make  a  fhort  Excurfion  up  the  great  River  St,  La^wrence, 
to  our  newly-acquired  Dominion  of  Canada, 

The  Advantages  that  mull  neceflarily  arife  from  this 
Country  to  Great- Britain^  have  been  fo  lately,  and  fo  ful¬ 
ly  canva/Ted,  as  is  the  Cafe  of  all  new  acquifitions,  that 
it  cannot  benecelTary  to  enter  into  the  Proof  of  them  here. 
A  bare  Recital  of  a  few  of  the  mofl  confiderable  for  Refe¬ 
rence,  is  all  therefore  which  I  fhall  trefpafs  upon  your- 
Lordfliip’s  Time  with  at  the  prefent. 

By  expelling  an  inveterate,  acllve,  and  infidious  Ene¬ 
my  from  the  Centre  of  cur  Colonies,  on  that  vaft  Con¬ 
tinent,  we  feclire  them  from  the  Danger  of  being  at¬ 
tacked  from  behind  ;  and  enable  our  People  to  attend 
with  proper  Spirit,  and  Indmftry,  to  the  Improvement, 
and  Extenfion  of  their  Settlements  in  the  interior,  and 
more  remote  Parts  of  the  Country,  where  the  Fertility  of 
the  Soil,  or  any  particular  Frodu<51ion,  or  Convenience, 
may  induce  them  to  fettle.  It  removes  a  rival  Power 
out  of  the  Sight  of  the  Natives,  and  leaves  them  with¬ 
out  Afiiftance,  or  even  Hope  of  Impunity  in  any  hoftile 
Attempt  againft  us.  It  brings  their  Refource  for  all  the 
Conveniencies  of  Life  folcly  to  ourfelves,  and  thereby 
puts  us  in  the  foie  PofTeffion  of  their  Commerce.  It 
gives  us  an  Opportunity  to  pufh  that  Commerce  to  its- 
full  Extent,  and  to  enlarge  it  with  thofe  farther  Difeo- 
verles  of  new  Articles,  which  the  little  Experiments  we 
have  abk  io  us  juft  Reafon  to 
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c^xpedt  there.  It  affords  Employment  for  a  great  Addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Numbers  of  our  Ships  and  Seamen;  and 

thereby  encreafes  our  natmnal  Strength. - And  laft- 

ly,  it  doubles  all  thefe  Advantages  ten-fold,  in  our 
Hands,  by  taking  them  out  of  the  Hands  of  our 
Enemies. 

Your  Lordfliip  will  obferve,  that  in  fumming  up  thefe 
Advantages,  I  fuppofe  all  proper  Means  to  be  taken  for 
making  the  moft  of  our  Acquifition.  On  the  contrary 
Suppofition,  the  whole  will  be  reverfed.  The  Advan¬ 
tages  will  flip  out  of  our  Hands,  and  arm  the  Hands  of 
our  Enemies  againft  us.  Nor  mull  this  be  looked  upon 
as  only  meer  Speculation,  or  raifing  Phantoms  of  impro¬ 
bable  Danger.  The  Pertinacity,  with  which  the  French 
Crown  infiflied  on  the  Reflitution  of  the  Ifland  of  Capc- 
Breton,  when  taken  from  them  in  the  War  before  lafl, — 
the  enormous  Sums  expended  in  fortifying  it  for,  and  de¬ 
fending  it  in  the  laft  War, — and  the  Reluctance  with 
which  they  gave  up  their  Claim  to  it,  after  it  had  been 
again  taken  from,  and  was  evidently  impoflible  to  be  re¬ 
covered  by  them,  prove,  beyond  a  Doubt,  their  Con¬ 
viction  of  the  Importance  of  this  Countr}’’,  for  keeping 
in  their  owm  Elands  the  Command  of  the  Navigation  to 
which,  as  well  as  for  the  Support  of  their  Encroach¬ 
ments  upon  us  In  the  Newfoundland  Filhery,  thefe  Fortifi¬ 
cations  were  built,  and  defended ;  as  our  unvaried  Ex¬ 
perience  of  their  political  Faith,  and  Regard  to  Treaties 
fufficlently  fhews  their  Intention  in  the  Infringements  al¬ 
ready  made  by  them  upon  the  Bounds  fet  them  by  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  ;  and  mufl  open  our  Eyes  to  what  we 
are  to  expeCI,  w^henever  they  lhall  find  a  favourable  Op¬ 
portunity  for  fetting  up  a  Claim  of  Right  to  wEat  they 
lhall  get  hold  of  by  fuch  Infringments, 

The  bcil  Means  tliereforc  of  obviating  fuch  Inten¬ 
tions,  are  the  proper  ObjeCIs  of  our  prefent  Confidcra- 
tion ;  as  the  Efficacy  or  thofe  Means  will  bed  appear 
from  a  Reprefentaticn  of  the  prefent  State  of  our  Com¬ 
merce  witli  that  Country. 


Com- 
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Commodities  exported  from  Great-Britain  t© 

Canada. 

JVoollcn-Cloths — BntiJJ:-Li?7ens  —  Cottons  — 
Checks-^allicoesy  and  fiindry  India  Goods  — 

Paijhy  Lawns — G uns' — Ctdl aJfes—rGimpowder . 

— Shot —  Gun-F lints —  Haherdajloeiy -Wares  • — 

Cold  and  Silver  Lace  —  Wearing- Apparel  < — ' 

Cotton  -  Velvets  —  Stu  ff's  < —  Hojicry  —  Hats  — 

— Gloves — B ooks — Stationaiy  Wares — Drugs—— 

Clafs — Wroight-Leather — Wrought-Steel — Irosi  ^  £  I05J00C^ 

— Copper — Tin — Brafs  —  Pewter — Pi  Cures  — 

PainteFs  Colours  —  Bees -Wax  —  Versnillion  — 

Bdillenary  Wares — Blankets — Sadlery  Wares-— 

Sail-Cloth— Cordage— FiJJoing-Tackle — Cheefe— 

Tobacco-pipes— -Strong  Beer—Britijl^  Spirits — 

Wines — All  v/hich  coft  at  an  Average  of 
tliree  Years  -----  J. 

Commodities  imported  from  Canada  inta 

I 

Great- Britain. 


Nineteen  thou  fa  nd  Beaver  Skins— ()000  ) 
Bear — ii,ooo  Otter — 400*0  Fifoer^—%(syOOO  | 
Marten— Wolf—e^ooo  Cat — 2000  Blink  I 
— 2000  Fox — 50,000  Miifquajh — 100,000  f 
itaccoon—FAk  2 4, 000— And  200olb.  1 

of  Cajioreum  -  -  -  -  J 

Whale-bo7ie— Whale  y  P  or  pus  y  and  other  Fifi-Oil 
Wheat  1 2000  garters  at  20s  ' 

Cenftng — Snake-root y  and  Capillaire— Sundry 
Tiniher — Plank — Deads— Lumber y  <iyc. 


£  76,000 


3,500 

12,000 

3,000 

I  1,000 

4 

105,500 


Which  Trade  is  carried  on  by  34  Sail  of  Ships,  na¬ 
vigated  by  about  400  Men. 
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The  foregoing  View  of  the  Nature,  and  prefent  Amount 
of  this  Trade  proves  beyond  a  Doubt  the  Practicability 
of  pufhing  it  to  fuch  an  Extent,  as  muft  make  it  of  the 
mod  effential  Importance  to  this  Nation.  The  Commo¬ 
dities  it  takes  off  are  all,  except  the  India-goods,  imme¬ 
diately  of  our  own  Produce,  and  Manufacture  ;  and  the . 
Returns  it  makes  are  in  the  unmanufaflured  Produce  of 
that  Country  ;  which  fmgle  Circumftance  of  their  being 
unmanufactured,  doubles  their  Value  to  us,  by  ,the  Em¬ 
ployment  it  affords  to  our  Manufacturers,  whofe  Labour 
is  one  of  the  chief  Sources  of  our  national  Wealth.  As 
to  the  Quantities  both  of  thofe  Commodities,  and  the  Re¬ 
turns  for  them,  the  leaft  Attention  to  the  Circumftances 
of  the  Country  will  fhew  how  ffaort  they  fall  of  what 
they  may  be. 

In  all  ouf  Conqtiefls,  the  Inhabitants  naturally 
have  a  Diffidence  and  Dread  of  their  Conquerors,  how¬ 
ever  ^  humane  in  their  Manner  of  waging  war,  and  be¬ 
neficial  in  their  Meafures  of  governing  after.  If  it 
Ihould  be  objeCled  in  the  prefent  inftance,  that  the  only 
Inhabitants  of  this  Country,  who  can  properly  be  faid 
to  have  been  conquered,  are  the  Trench,  the  Natives  only 
exchanging  one  Mafter  for  another,  it  alters  not  the 
Cafe.  The  Dominion,  which  the  French  had  acquired 
over  the  Minds  of  the  ignorant  Natives,  as  well  thofe 
apparently  free  and  independent  of  them,  as  their  imme¬ 
diate  Subjects,  by  the  Arts  of  their  Priefts  and  Friars, 
always  fuccefsful  in  Proportion  to  the  Ignorance  of  thofe 
upon  whom  they  are  praClifed  ;  and  the  Animofity  and 
Abhorrence  which  they  inftilled  into  them  againll  us, 
have  been  feverelv  experienced  in  too  many  Infbances, 
during  the  whole  Courfe  of  theW'ar:  While  any  of  thefe 
Priefts  and  Friars  therefore  are  permitted  to  remain  a- 
mong  them  to  keep  up  thofe  Prejudices,^  and  fow  the 
fame  pious  Seeds  of  Difeord  and  Hatred,  it  is  in  vain  to 
expeCt,  that  the  Natives  fhould  enter  into  fmcere  Amity, 
and  Confidence  with  us. 

The  firft  Thing  therefore  to  be  (Jone,  in  Order  to  con- 

ciliatc 
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ciliate  their  Confidence,  is  to  banlfh  efFecflually  the* 
Fi-cnch  Priejfs,  and  Religious  of  all  Defiojjiinations ■,  and  to 
fend  in  their  R  oom  a  labouring  Clergy  of  our  o<vjn,  who 
breatliing  the  true  Spirit  of  Chrifiianity  themfelves,  and 
pradifing  it  in  its  mofi  facred  Fruits  of  univerfal  Bene¬ 
volence,  and  Philanthropy,  or  in  the  Phrafe  of  holy 
Writ,  in  Charity  to  all  Me?2,  Ihould  fet  fuch  an  Example 
to  their  Flocks,  as  could  not  fail  to  eradicate  their  Pre¬ 
judices  againfl;  us,  and  implant  in  their  Stead,  Confi¬ 
dence,  Refpe(5l,  and  Brotherly  Love. 

The  common  Reproach  brought  even  by  ourfelves 
againft  our  Clergy,  that  they  follow  only  the  Loaves 
and  Fifhes  of  the  Church  ;  and  are  too  lazy,  and  too 
much  attached  to  the  prefent  Enjoyment  of  the  good 
Things  of  this  World,  to  labour  in  the  Vineyard  of 
their  Lord  j  and  bear  the  Heat  and  Burthen  of  the  Day, 
in  converting  favage  Nations  to  his  Laws,  muft  not  be 
oppofed  to  what  I  have  here  offered.  The  Pains  taken 
to  this  End  by  fome  Individnails,  in  other  Parts  of 
rica,  and  the  Succefs  with  which  Heaven  has  blefled 
thofe  Pains,- prove  that  our  Religion  gives  not  a  Sandtion 
to  fuch  Negle^fl  of  Duty ;  and  that  Proteftants  can  be 
as  indefatigable  in  propagating  the  Gofpel  of  Chi'ift,  as 
Papifls  of  any  Denomijiatioa  whatfoever. 

By  Protefants,  my  Lord,  I  mean  Chriflians  protefm^ 
againft  fpiritcial  Tyranny  in  all  its  Exertions,  and  obey¬ 
ing  in  the  Freedom  of  Confcience  the  Laws  and  Doc¬ 
trines  of  Chrift,  as  explained  by  the  beft  Power  of  Rea- 
fon,  without  ftooping  to  enter  into  the  nominal  Diftinc- 
tions,  into  which  the  Reftlefsnefs  of  human  Imagination, 
more  than  any  real  Difi'crence,  has  divided  that  Name. 

I  muft  not,  my  Lord,  Be  underftood  by  thus  urging 
the  Baniftiment  of  the  Popifh  Clergy  to  contradi(51:  my- 
felf,  and  propofe  a  Practice  oppofite  to  the  Principles  of 
Chnftian  Liberty  which  'I  profefs.  Where  the  Princi¬ 
ples  of  any  Set  of  Men  are  profelTedly-fubverfive  of  that 
Liberty,  and  exprefsly  contrary  to  the  moft  eifential  Prin¬ 
ciples 
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ciples  of  that  Religion  which  they  profefs  in  common 
with  us,  the  moft,  indeed  the  only  efFeftual  Way  to  prc- 
ferve  both,  is  to  drive  them  out  from  among  us  ;  and 
that  fuch  are  the  Principles  of  thofc  who  affume  to  them- 
felves  a  Right  to  put  Shackles  on  the  human  Mind,  and 
limit  God’s  Mercies  to  the  Profefllon  of  their  own- 

4 

Opinions,  is  too  evident  to  require  Proof. 

The  fecular  Advantages  to  ourfelves,  which  mud  ne- 
celhirily  follow  from  this  Attention  to  the  fpiritnal  Wel¬ 
fare  of  thefe  People  are  moft  obvious.  Informed  in  their 
Minds,  they  would  become  civilized  in  their  Manners, 
They  would  foften  from  that  Ferocity,  which  prompts 
them  to  thofe  barbarous  Wars,  and  Murders,  that  have 
almoft  defolated  their  Country,  and  incrcafmg  in  their 
Numbers  would  proportionably  Increafc  in  their  De¬ 
mands  for  the  Conveniencies  of  Life,  with  which  miir 
'Trade  fupplies  them  ;  and  would  conlcquently  apply 
themfelves  to  procure  an  equivalent  Encreafe  of  the'r 
own  Produce  to  give  in  Exchange  for  them.  They 
.would  aflift  us  with  their  Strength  and  Experience  of  their 
Country  to  improve  the  Trade  at  prefent  carried  on  be¬ 
tween  them  and  us,  and  to  profccute  with  better  Pro- 
fp€(5l  of  Succefs  our  Endeavours  to  enlarge  it  by  the  Dlf- 
covery  of  new  xWtlcles.*  And  by  their  Intcrcourfe  with 
us  in  the  fraternal  Amity  of  Religion,  they  would  ac¬ 
quire  Knowledge  of  the  Excellence,  and  be  glad  to  put 
themfelves  under  the  Protcdlion  of  our  Laws,  and  fo  in 
the  End  make  their  Numbers  our  Strength,  and  become 
one  People  with  us. 


In  enumerating  thefe  Advantages,  your  Lordfhip  may 
poflibly  be  furprized  at  my  confining  myfclf  to  fuch^as 
ire  immediately  fecular.  But  in  this  I  conform  to  tnc 
tdumour  (if  I  may  fo  call  it)  of  the  Times,  to  which 
Propofals  for  Practice  muft  rlever  run  counter  :  But  I 
live,  my  Lord,  in  Mopes  of  feeing  better  Plmes,  when 
the  Advantages  of  this  Life  fliall  be  held  in  Eftcem  only 
as  they  are  conformable  to  the  more  valuable  ones  m 

that  which  is  to  come  j  and  no  Means  purfued,  at  lea  t 

profelfcdly. 
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profefleclly,  to  procure  the  former,  which  lhall  not 
alfo  conduce  to  the  latter.  And  in  this  Hope  I  anij 
humanly  fpeaking,  confirmed  by  the  Experience  of  all 
Ages,  in  which  it  has  been  invariably  obferved,  that 
when  Things  arrive  at  a  certain  Point,  they  always 
change  ;  and  if  Immorality  and  Irreligion  are  not  ar¬ 
rived  at  their  Height  among  us,  Lord  have  Mercy  upon 

thofc  wIk)  are  to  behold  their  Advance  ! — 

• 

The  next,  and  only  Thing  farther,  which  I  would 
propofe  for  the  Improvement  of  this  Important  Acquifi- 
tion,  is  Agriculture.  The  other  Branches  of  its  Trade 
are  in  the  Hands  of  the  Natives,  and  Ihould  be  left  un- 
difiurbed  with  tliem,  as  bcft  qualified  to  purfue  them 
with  Succefs,  I  mean  the  Fur,  and  PcZ/^’-trades^  for  any 
Encreafe  that  can  pcfllbly  be  made  in  the  former  of 
which,  either  in  this,  or  any  other  Part  of  our  Domi¬ 
nions,  or  in  any  of  the  Countries  where  we  have  Settle¬ 
ments,  we  can  never  want  advatageous  Vent ;  and  for  a 
large  Encreafe  in  the  latter  we  have  fufficient  Room,  and 
fufficicnt  Reafon  to  expefl  that  Encreafe,  particularly  in 
the  Article  of  Deer-Skins,  a  much  greater  Qiiantity  of 
which  than  is  now  imported  could  be  brought  with  the 
greateft  Advantage  into  our  Manufadtures  ;  but  as  for 
Tillage,  they  do  neither  underhand,  nor  are  yet  fuffici- 
ently  fettled  in  their  Difpofitions  to  attempt  it. 

The  internal  Advantages  of  puriuing  Agriculture,  are 
fufficiently  knowm.  It  fupplies  Employment,  and  plen¬ 
teous  Support  to  the  People,  and  that  Plenty  lupplies 
more  People  to  be  fupported  and  employed.  Nor  is  this 
Article  liable  to  be  carried  too  far,  as  rnoft  others  are,  it 
being  impoflible  that  Bread  fhould  ever  be  too  plenty  ; 
the  Mouths  to  eat  it  encreafing  in  Proportion  as  there  is 
Bread  for  them  to  eat ;  and  cxtertially  it  would  enable  us 
to  fupply  with  the  Oveidlowings  of  our  own  Plenty, 
thofe  Countries  which  might  hand  in  Need  of  fuch  Sup¬ 
plies  ;  and  this  without  Danger  of  ever  interfering  wnth 
the  Corn-Trade  of  Great-Britaln,  or  our  other  Colonies, 
there  being,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  a  fuiScient  De- 
,  mand 
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mand  for  both,  and  that  neared  hand  being  always  the 
hrd  taken  off. 

The  Quantity  of  Corn  at  prefent  exported  from  Cafta- 
da,  has  l>€en  (hewn  to  be  1 2000  Quarters  ;  but  this  is  ra¬ 
ther  a  Proof  that  the  Country  can  produce  Corn,  than  , 
any  Meafure  of  its  Produdlion  ;  as  1  will  be  bold  to  fay. 
That  Fifty  Times  that  Qiiantity  may  be  produced  annu¬ 
ally  without  neglecting  proper  Attention  to  any  other 
Branch  of  Commerce. 

In  a  Word,  my. Lord,  by  proper  Application  to  this 
fmgle  Article  of  Agriculture,  Canada  may  be  made  with¬ 
in- the  Compafs  oTa  few  Years,  to  reimburfe  to  Great- 
Britain,  all  the  Bloo^  and  Treafure,  expended  in  the 
Conepueff  of  it. 

1  have  the  Honour,  he. 


LETTER  X. 

My  Lord, 

ROM  Canada,  we  wall  defeend  with  the  Stream  to 
Nova  Scotia,  a  former  Acf]uilitiofi  from  the  fame 
Power,  fituate  on  the  Mouth  of  the  River  St ,  Gavorence . 

• 

Though  this  Province  has  been  in  our  Poffedion  above 
half  a  Century,  hnee  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  little  or  no 
Advances  were  made  in  the  Settlement  of  it,  ’till  after 
the  War  before  the  laft,  when  a  mod  numerous  Colony,' 
amply  provided  wath  .every  Thing  neceffary,  was  fent 
and  fettled  there,  and  an  excellent  I>ock-yard,  &c.  built 
for  the  Service  of  the  Navy,  Rationed  in  thofe  Parts  ot 
America,  with  good  Houfes  for  the  Officers  and  Artificers 
employed  in  it,  and  Barracks  for  the  Army,  compofing 
together  the  handfome  Town  of  Hallifaxj  all-  at  the  great 
Expence  of  Government.  But  the  Succefs  has  no  Way  . 
anfwered  this  Expence,  except  fo  far  as  it  refpeCls  the 

E  particular 
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particular' Service  of  the  Navy;  the  only  Advances  made 
in  cultivating  and  improving  the  Country,  being  con¬ 
fined  within  the  narrow  Limits  of  the  immediate  Envi¬ 
rons  of  the  Town,  all  at  any  Diftance  remaining  in  the 
fame  unprofitable  State  as  before  ;  fo  that  there  is  not  a 
fufficient  Supply  of  the  poor  Products  of  the  Place  even 
for  the  Inhabitants,  who  inftead  of  being  able  to  make 
any  Exports,  are  obliged  to  depend  for  their  own  Sup¬ 
port  upon  our  other  Colonies ;  which  they  would  not 
be  able  to  pay  for,  but  for  the  Money  fpent  among  them 
by  the  Navy  and  the  Army  ;  the  only  Benefit  received 
by  them  from  the  latter,  who  are  found  totally  incapa¬ 
ble  of  defending  them  from  the  Outrages  of  the  Natives, 
How  far  this  Benefit  may  be  equivalent  to  the  Expence  ; 
and  whether  Part  of  that  Expence  might  not  anfwer  the 
End  better,  if  applied  in  another  Manner,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  the  Lofs  of  fo  many  Men’s  Labour  and  Lives,  the 
Scurvy  carrying  them  off  in  Numbers,  are  Points  well 
deferving  the  Attention  of  Government. 

As  to  the  Navy,  the  Advantage  to  that  Is  very  great, 
ns  the  Shipping  have  not  only  a  fafe  and  convenient  Har¬ 
bour  to  be  laid  up  in,  during  the  Winter  Seafon,  when 
all  Navigation  is  impradicable  in  thofe  Seas  ;  but  can 
alfo  be  repaired,  and  fupplled  with  any  Thing  they  may 
want,  without  the  Fatigue,  Danger,  and  Lofs  of  Time 
of  coming  Home  upon  every  Occafion  of  the  Kind,  as 
heretofore. 

The  Mifcarriage  in  the  Settlement  of  this  Province, 
muft  not  be  attributed  folely  to  any  infuperable  Incapa¬ 
city  in  the  Province  itfelf.  The_  Climate,  though  far 
from  being  the  bed,  or  mod  agreeable,  is  yet  equally  far 
from  being  unwholefome,  or  unfit  for  the  Purpofes  of 
Vegetation,  if  taken  timely  Advantage  of,  nor  is  the  Soil 
fo  poor,  but  that  with  proper  Cultivation  and  Care,  it 
would  produce  the  mod  valuable  of  all  vegetable  Pro¬ 
ductions,  Wheat  in  great  Plenty  ;  and  many  of  the  efeu- 
lent  Plants  and  Roots  in  Requed  among  us,  if  not  in  fo 
high  PerfeClion  as  Couatries,  yet  wholefome  and 

goad  fw  The 
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Tlie  true  Rcafon  of  this  Mifcarriage,  is  the  inveterate 
Hoftiiity  of  the  Natives,  who  though  very  few  in  Number, 
yet  by  lying  in  wait  always,  and  in  all  Places,  frequently 
find  Opportunities  of  committing  the  moft  horrid  Cruelties 
and  Murders  upon  the  Settlers  ;  and  even  where  they  fail 
of  this,  they  keep  them  in  fuch  a  State  of  continual 
Alarm  and  Dread,  that  they  cannot  apply  themfelves  to 
make  any  lading  or  confiderable  Improvement. 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Caufe  of  this  Malignity  in  the 
Natives  towards  our  People  is  not  fo  immediately  to  the 
.prefent  Purpofe.  The  firfl;  Thing  necelTary  to  be  done 
is  to  guard  againft  the  Effe(5ts  of  it;  and  for  this, -fad 
Experience  has  proved  that  European  Soldiers  are  utterly 
unqualified,  being  neither  a<5live  enough  in  themfelves, 
fufficlently  acquainted  with  the  Country,  nor  fufficiently 
inured  to  the  Severity  of  the  Climate,  to  watch  and  pur- 
fue  an  Enemy  polTefTed  of  all  thefe  Advantages,  and  actu¬ 
ated  by  •  the  keened  Hatred  and  Animofity.  Indead 
therefore  of  fending  Soldiers  from  hence,  tlie  mod  effec¬ 
tual  Means  to  put  an  End  to  the  Inroads  of  thefe  Sava¬ 
ges,  obvioufly,  is  to  procure  a  Body  of  the  Natives  of 
Ibme  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  mod  firmly  attached 
to  us  to  encounter  them.  Thefe  from  the  natural  Fero¬ 
city  of  their  Difpofition,  might  be  brought  at  a  very 
trlding  Expence,  comparatively  to  what  we  are  now  at 
to  no  Purpofe ;  and  when  once  let  loofe  upon  the  others, 
would  in  a  very  Ihort  Time  edablllh  the  Country  in  a 
State  of  Safety,  by  cutting  off  all  thofe  aClually  engag¬ 
ed  in  Hodliities,  and  whom  Experience  has  proved  it  to 
be  impodible  to  reconcile  to  us ;  and  taking  the  red  of 
all  Ages  and  Sexes  Prifoners,  to  be  dlfperfcd  among 
otlier  didant  Colonies,  where  they  fhould  not  imbibe, 
nor  have  an  Opportunity  of  praClifing  fuch  Prejudices. 

I  am  very  far  myfelf,  my  Lord,  from  approving  of 
the  Extirpation  of  the  Natives  of  any  Country,  by  their 
Conquerors ;  and  even  if  I  did,  have  the  Honour  of 
knowing  your  Lordlhip  too  well  to  venture  luch  a  Pro- 
pofal  to  you.  But  here  the  Cafe  h  very  different.  The 
*  E  2  Couutjry 
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Country  is  fo  large,  and  fo  very  thinly  inhabited,  that 
our  Settlements  upon  it  can  hardly  be  called  an  Intrufion-, 
and  arc  by  no  Means  even  an  Inconvenience  to  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  ;  notwithhanding  which,  and  notwithftanding  all 
the  Advantages  held  out  by  us  to  them,  we  have  ever 
lound  it  impoffible  to  fubdue  their  Savage  Hatred  in  the 
lead  ;  fo  that  this  Severity  againft  themis  faniftified  by  the 
great,  and  eternal  Law  of  Self-prefcrvation.  The  Safety 
of  the  Settlers  being  once  eftablifhed,  they  would  be  able 
to  feek  out,  and  eftablilh  their  Settlements  in  the  Places, 
JTioft  fertile  in  themfelves,  and  moft  convenient  for  their 
different  Purpofes  of  living  and  Commerce ;  and  foon 
make  fuch  Returns,  particularly  in  Wheat,  Hemp,  and 
flax,  for  the  Produ61:ion  of  which,  the  Soil  of  the  Coun¬ 
try  is  in  moft  Places  excellently  adapted,  as  would  amply 
reimburfe  the  Expence  offending  them  thither.. 

Our  Exports  to  Nova  Scotia  at  prefent  con- 
fift  of  the  following  Articles. 

Woollen-Cloths — Foreign  and  BritiJIo  Linesis — ^ 

Wrought- Iron>—^-Steel — Brafs Pe^vter — Tin — 

s — Hofiery Haherdap?ery — Millenary ,  and 

Turnery-Wares — Sail-Cloth  -Cordage — Ship-Chan- 

dlery-JVares — Fijlnng  Tackle — Saddlery-Wares >  £  26,50c 

Cold  and  Silver  Lace — Britijh  Spirits — Wines, 
and  Medicinal  Drugs,  which  coft  at  an  Aver- 
^tge  of  three  Years  -  —  —  _ 

I'.  .  The  Articles  exported  from  Nova  Scotia^  are 

^Jilted  Mackard  and  Shads,  3000  Barrels  at  20s.  £  3000 

2500  T 072S  at  £  10  -  • —  25,000 

tijlj-Oil,  300  To?is  at  £  15  - - -  —  4500 

Ih hale  litie,  5  Tons  at  300 - - -  1 500 

Sh'p  and  Other  Tiftiher,  Majls,  Lumber  <yc.  -  4000 

£  38,000 

‘  this  State,  the  Trade  of  this  Country  appears  to 

4  uidift  entirely  of  Timber,  and  the  Produce  of  the  Filhery  ; 
but  if  it  were  once  well  fettled,  not  only  thefc  might  be 

advanced 
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advanced  (the  latter  to  more  than  double  its  prcfent 
Amount,  «and  the  former  without  Bounds,  as  the  Forcfts 
cover  the  whole  Face  of  the  Country)  butalfo  anew  and 
rnoil  advantageous  Trade  be  opened  in  the  feveral  Arti¬ 
cles  of  Tillage  before  enumerated  ;  bcfide  what  more 
might  be  ftruck  cut,  uporf  Experience,  and  a  better  Know- 
Icvige  of  the  interior  Parts  of  the  Country.  \ 

/  ha’ve  the  Honour, 


LETT  T  E  11  XL 

My  Lord, 

WE  will  now  take  a  Trip,  for  a  few  hloments  from- 
the  Continent  to  the  adjacent  Iflands  of  St.  John's, 
and  Cape-B reton. 

The  Ifland  of  St,  Johft's  differs  very  little  in  Climate, 
but  moil  materially  in  Soil,  from  Nova  Scot: a  ;  the  latter 
being  much  fitter  for  Tillage,  and  the  former  ior  Pafture. 
But  this  Difference  is  far  from  a  Difadvimtage  to  either, 
as  it  gives  Rife  to  an  Interchange  of  their  refpe<5bve  Pro- 
duds,  in  its  Nature  ncceffarily  attended  with  Advantage, 
which  their  Nearnefs  to  each  other  frees  from  ail  Incon¬ 
venience,  or  Danger  of  Interruption. 

\ 

While  the  Inhabitants  therefore  of  Nova  Scotia  apply 
themfelves  to  Agriculture,  thofe  of  St.  John  s  may  turn 
their  Lands  to  Pafturage  ;  and  thereby  not  only  liave 
their  Time  more  at  Command  to  purfue  their  own  1  ifli- 
ery  ;  but  alfo  be  able  to  fiipply  thofe  engaged  in  the  other 
Fifheries  with  Beef  for  their  Support,  and  to  eftablifh  a 
rnofl  profitable  Trade  in  tliat  Article,  with  the  Weji  India:: 
Iflands,  w'here  it  will  alw^ays  meet  abundant  Vent. — I  do 
not  mean  by  this,  that  Nova  Scotia  is  utterly  unfit  for 
Paflurage  ;  or  St .  John  s  for  Agriculture.  1  only  fpeak 
of  the  Produce,  for  vdiich  each  is  mod  fit,  and  which 
coiifequently  it  mufibe  their  Intcrell  to  purfae  principally, 
as  a  Point  of  Commerce. 

.  E  3 
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The  Spirit,  wiili  wlilcli  tiie  Settlement  of  this  lilaiid 
was  undertaken  iminediatcly  at  the  Ccnclufion  of  the  laft 
War,  and  tlic  Nuuibers,  Rank,  and  Wealth  of  the  Per- 
fons  engaged,  gave  Reafon  to  expect  a  farther  Progrefs 
by  this  Time,  than  appears  to  have  been  yet  made  in  it ; 
but  whatever  has  been  the  Caiife  of  the  Delay,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  bad  Confequences  of  itarefufhciently  feen; 
and  that  the  Undertaking  will  be  re-alTumed  v.  ith  Effe(5t! 

As  to  the  Ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  its  Importance  confifts 
folelyin  its  Situation,  of  which  the  Fre?2ch  took  fiifficient 
Advantage,  wlille  it  was  In  their  PoiTeffion,  for  the  Pro- 
te61icn  of  their  own  and  Annoyance  of  our  Fifliery  upon 
the  Hanks  of  Newfoundland.  But  that  Importance  has 
ceafed  upon  its  falling  into  our  Hands,  avIio  are  in  the 
•acknowledged  Superiority  of  PoiTeffion  of  the  wffiole  Fifh- 
ery  ;  and  therefore  the  Fortifications  ere(51:ed  by  them  for 
their  Purpofes,  have  been  demollfhed  by  us,  as  not  being 
of  Ufe  equivalent  to  the  Expence  of  maintaining  them. 

The  Ifiand  though  does  not  thereby  lofe  all  Ufe  to  us ; 
for  as  the  Cod-Banks  extend  up  to,  and  all  along  the  Coafl 
of  it,  it  affi^rds  a  convenient  Station  for  curing  the  FIffi 
caught  the-e,  without  the  Trouble,  Delay,  and  Expence 
of  carry '.ig  them  to  any  other  Place  for  that  Purpofe  ; 
not  to  a  well  upon  the  Importance  of  Its  Harbour,  to  the 
Navigation^of  the  River^/S'/.  Lawrence, 

Other  Purpofes  it  can  anfwcr  but  very  fAv  ;  the  Cllmute, 
being  Hill  worfe  than  that  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Soil 
more  unfit  for  Vegetation  of  every  Kind,  both  on  Account; 
of  the  Rockinefs  of  the  Ifland  itfelf,  and  Its  Expofure 
equally  to  theCold  of  Winter,  and  Heat  of  Summer,  there 
being  no  Forefts  to  flielter  Cultivation  from  them,  as  on 
the  Continent.  To  attempt  making  any  permanent  Set- 
.  dements  therefore  on  this  Ifland,  muft  be  in  vain,  as  they 
can  never  fucceed  fufficiently  to  Induce  the  People  to  flay, 
or  to  reiuiburfe  the  Expence. 

/  ha^e  tlr  Honour,  Sic. 

LETTER 


1 
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My  Lord, 

I  AM  now  come  to  Nevj  E?iglanJ,  a  Country  that  well 
cieferYes  that  Name,  a.s  being  both  the  firll:  and  arcatcll 
Colony  eftabliihed  by  us  in  A?fierica, 

•  The  Climate,  Soil,  and  Produce  of  iJiis  Country  arc 
ib  well  known,  that  any  Account  of  them  here  mun:  be 
utterly  unnecefTary  :  It’s  Importance  to  the  Mother  Coun¬ 
try  will  fufficiently  appear  in  the  following  State  of  the 
Trade  carried  on  between  them. 

Commodities  exported  from  Great  Britahi  to 

New  England, 

lVroughi-IroT7,  Si  eel.  Copper,  Brafs,  Pe^vter" 

eind  head —  IVoollen-Cloths' — Stuffs - Flannels' — 

Colchejler-Bays — Long-Ells — Britiff,  Irijh,  and 
Foreign -Linens — Silks — Gold  and  Silver  Lace — 

Millesiary,  H aberdaJJoery ,  and  Hofiery  Wares — 

Hais — Gloves — Masichejler  C oods — Binningham 
and SkeffeldlVares — Hemp — Sail-Cloth — Cordage  |>  £  395,000 
Upholftery,  and  Saddlery  Wares — Cabinet-Maker  s 
Goods — Fainter  s  Colours — Ship-Chandlery  Wares 

— Earthen  IV are — India  Goods - Grindjlones — 

FiJhing-lGackle — Cheefe — Pickles — Toys — Seeds — 

Tobacco-pi f'es — Strofig  Beer — Wines —  Spirits — 

Medicinal  Drugs — All  which  coft  at  an  Ave¬ 
rage  of  three  Years  -  .  -  - 


Commodities  imported  from  New  England, 


Cod-Fijh  dried 


loooo  Tons  at  ^  10  £  100,000 


Majls,  Boards,  Staves,  Shingles,  and  Joifts  — 

Ships  about  70  Sail  — -  - .  at  £  700 

Pickled  Mackarel  and  Shads,  8000  Barrels  at  20  s 
IV hale  and  Cod-Oil,  7000  Tons  at  ^  1 5 
Whale-hone  ^  .  28  Tons  jit  £  300 


//tC 


45,000 

49,000 

8,000 

105,000 

•8,400 


Turpentine, 


\ 
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Turpentine^  Tar,  and  Pitch  1500  Bars'cls  at  8  s 

]lc7'fcs  and  live  Stock  -  -  - - 

Poiajh  -  8000  Barrels  -  at  56  s 

Pickled  Beef  and  Pork  9000  Barrels  at  30  s 

Becs-IPax,aud  fimdry  other  Articles ,  valued  at  ^ 

::n  Average  of  three  Years  —  —  S 

^  1 

£  370.500 

The  above  Amount  fpeaks  for  itfelf ;  but  when  the  / 
Nature  of  the  Trade  is  confidered,  and  that  moft  of  the 
Articles  exported  from  New  Englaaid  being  carried  to  other 
Markets,  the  greatcft  Part  of  the  Returns  made  to  us  for 
our  Exports  are  in  the  Money  for  which  their’s  are  fold, 
the  Confequence  of  it  will  appear  in  a  ilill  Wronger  Light. 

It  is  moft  delicate,  my  Lord,  "to  mention  any  Thing 
that  may  feem  to  allude  in  the  remoteft  Seiife  to  the  un- 
happy  Difputes  at  prefent  fubfifting  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  American  Children.  I  fnail  therefore  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  if  the  Trade  of  this  Colony,  on  it’s  prefent 
Footing,  is  fo  advantageous,  what  muft  it  have  been  be¬ 
fore  thofe  Difputes  arofe,  when  our  Experts  thither  a- 
mounted  to  near  £  550,000  per  Annum?  And  what 
ihould  we  not  do  to  bring  it  back  to  that  Amount  ? 

The  Complaints  made  by  the  Colonies  (this  along  with 
the  reft)  of  the  Scarcity  of  Coin  among  them,  muft  not 
be  taken  to  invalidate  what  I  have  here  advanced  of  our 
being  paid  in  Money,  for  thegreateft  Part  of  our  Exports 
to  Nenn  England',  The  l  acft  is  the  very  Reverfe.  That 
Money  comes  not  Immediately  from  thence,  but  from  the 
Countries  where  her  Commodities  are  vended,  whence  it 
is  brought  tlircdlly  to  us,  the  Imports  of  Ntnx)  England 
from  all  other  Countries  but  Great  Britain,  being  too 
inconfiderable,  to  have  any  Weight  in  the  Scale  of  Com¬ 
merce  ;  fo  t}n.t  the  Scarcity  of  C oin  there  proceeds  ne- 
ceflarily  from  their  paying  us  in  Moitey,  inftead  of  pre¬ 
venting  it. 


600 

I  2,000 
20,000 
13,500 

9,000 


>-.5-  If 
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Tf  It  Ihould  be  enquired  how  this  Colony  can  dlfpenfe 
VrUth  the  want  of  the  feveral  x4rtic]es  of  Commerce,  their 
difcontinuing  to  take  which,  as  formerly,  has  made  fuch 
a  Fall  in  om'  Exports  thither ^  the  Anfwer  is  obvious.  It 
appears  from  the  foregoing  State  of  thefe  Exports,  that 
by  very  much  the  greateft  Part  of  them  confifts  of  the 
Luxuries,  or  at  bed  the  difperiftble  Conveniencies  of  Life, 
the  Country  fupplying  the  NecelTaries  in  abundance.  Now, 
as  the  Inhabitants  pride  themfelves  more  than  any  other 
People  upon  Earth  in  that  Spirit  of  Freedom,  which  firfl 
made  their  Anceftors  leave  their  native  Country  and  fettle 
there  ;  and  do  really,  as  Individuals,  enjoy  more  Inde¬ 
pendency,  from  feveral  peculiar  Circumftanccs  in  their 
Manners,  Laws,  and  Situation,  it  is  natural  to  conceive 
that  upon  the  find  Apprehenficn  (whether  juftly  founded 
or  not  makes  no  difference  !)  of  any  Invafion  of  that  Free¬ 
dom,  and  Independency,  they  fhould  take  Fire,  and 
facrifice  to  Refentment,  (May  I  not  fay  virtuous  Princi¬ 
ple  ?)  the  Pafiions  whofe  Gratification  confumed  thofe 
Articles  of  Convenience  and  Luxury,  and  confine  them¬ 
felves  to  meer  Necelhiries.  That  they  have  already  be¬ 
gun  to  do  this,  is  too  well  known  and  felt.  How  much 
farther  they  may  proceed  in  it,  is  far  from  being  pleafmg 
in  theProfpe<51:.  Such  Principles  gain  Strength  by  Prac¬ 
tice  ;  and  that  Pra61ice  will  foon  make  thofe  Wants, 
which  at  the  firfi  may  have  been  mofl  painful,  become 
fo  familiar  as  to  be  no  longer  felt. 


I  am  well  aware,  my  Lord,  that  this  contradicts  the 
Notion  of  neceffiiry  Dependence  upon  us  for  thofe  Ar¬ 
ticles,  wliich  by  artful  and  indufirlous  Propagation  has 
become  popul  ir  here.  Fut  upon  a  proper  Enquiry, 
this  Notion  v.ill  be  found  unable  to  fupport  itfclf.  The 
People  of  AViu  Engliind  owe  that  Independency  of  Indi¬ 
viduals,  in  whicli  the  very  Effence  of  true  Liberty  cx- 
ilb,  and  which  is  the  bed  Froteaion  of  It,  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  Law  of  Inheritance,  by  wliich  the  PolTeffions  of  the 
Father  are  divided  equally  among  all  his  Children  ;  fo 
that  they  are  kept  in  that  happy  Mediocrity,  which  by 

ubli'^^in?^  them  to  turn  their  Thoughts  to  Indufiry,  in 
^  ordci’ 
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order  to  avoid  Want,  exempts  them  from  Temptation 
to,  as  as  well  as  denies  them  the  Means  of  gratifying 
Luxury  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time,  by  fupplying  them 
with  a  Foundation  for  that  Induftry  to  work  upon,  ex¬ 
empts  them  alfo  from  the  Neceffity  of  fubmitting  to  any 
Encroachments  on  their  Liberty.  A  State,  which  they 
are  known  not  to  be  yet  refined  enough  in  their  Tafte, 
to  hazard,  much  lefs  barter,  for  any  Gratification 
whatfoever  ;  and  confequently  the  Neceffity  of  their  De¬ 
pendence  for  fuch  Gratification,  is  meerly  imaginary. 

I  have  before  obferved  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  the 
Produds  of  which  this  Country  is  capable,  are  fuffici- 
ently  underftood.  The  only  Articles  in  which  there  is 
Room  for  Improvement  are  Hemp  and  Flax  ;  Commo¬ 
dities  for  the  Production  of  which  their  Soil  and  Cli¬ 
mate  are  peculiarly  proper,  and  of  which  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  us  to  raife  too  much,  even  for  our  ov/n  Con- 
fumption.  . 

The  Advantages  which  muft  necejfarlly  arlfe  from  our 
having  a  fufficient  Supply  of  thefc  moft  efiential  Articles 
offer  themfelves  to  View,  at  the  firft  Mention  of  it ;  nor 
can  the  Intereft  of  any  Set  of  Individuals  engaged  in 
that  Channel  of  Trade  by  which  they  are  at  prefent 
fupplied,  deferve  to  be  put,  but  for  a  fingle  Moment, 
in  Competition  with  that  of  the  Nation  in  General,  fo 
nearly  concerned  in  having  this  Trade  brought  home 
thus  to  ourfelves. 

1  have  the  Honour^  err. 


LETTER  XIII. 

My  Lord, 

TH  E  Colonies  of  Cvnnefiicut,  Rhode  Ijiand,  and  New 
Ha7npjiyire  come  naturally  under  Confideration 
next  after  New  England,  of  which  they  originally  were, 
and  ftill  in  moft  RefpeCls  may  be  confidered  as  a  Part ; 
the  Obfervations  therefore  made  upon  that  are  all  necef- 
larily  applicable  to  thefe  it’s  yoiuiger  Brethren.  The 
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The  Produce  of  thefe  Colonies  is  moftly  the  fame  as 
that  of  England  ;  and  their  Trade  Vv^’th  Great  Bri^ 
tain  carried  on  in  the  fame  Articles,  and  fo  blended 
with  it,  that  it  is  more  difficult,  than  it  may  feem  ne- 
cefTary,  to  draw  the  Line  bemeen  them  in  many  parti¬ 
culars.  However,  in  order  to  throw  as  much  Light  as 
poffible  upon  fo  intercfting  a  Subjedt,  I  here  lay  before 
your  Lord/hip  a  State  of  their  feparate  Trade,  as  far  as 
it  is  carried  on  with  any  apparent  Separation, 


Commodities  exported  from  Great  Britain  to 
Conneeiicuty  Rhode  I/land  and  New  Hampjhlre 

Wrought- Iron,  Steel,  Copper,  Brafs,  Penvter 
and  Lead — Woollen  Cloths — Stuffs — Flannels — 

Colchejler-Bays — Lcng-Ells — Britlff,  Irijh,  and 
Foreign-Linens — Silks — Gold  and  Silver  Lace —  . 

Millenary,  Haber  da ffery,  and  Hoftery -Wares — 

Hat s — Gloves-—  Manchejler  G bods — Bimiingha?n 
and  Sheffield  Wares  —  Hemp — Sail-Cloth —  j>  I2,boo 
Cordage — Upholjiery,  and  Saddlery  Wares — Cabi¬ 
net-Maker  s  Goods — Paint eFs  Colours  —  Ship- 
Chandlery  Wares  —  Earthen  Ware — India  Goods 
' — Grindjiones — Fijhing  Tackle —  Cheefe — Pickles 
•^Toys — Seeds — Tobacco-pipes  - — Strong  Beer — 

Wines — Spirits — Medicinal  Drugs — All  which 
coft  at  an  Average  of  three  Years. 

Commodities  exported  iroraConneflicut^  Rhode 
IJland  and  Ncw-Uampjhire. 

Majls,  Boards,  Joifts,  Staves,  5cc.  -  -  £  30,000 

Salted  Beef- — Pork — Hams — Butter — Cheefe — 7 

Callivances — and  Flax  Seed,  -  3  ^  ^ 

Whale  and  other  Fijh-Oil,  1500  Tons  -  at  £  15  -  22,5:00 
Pickled  Mackarel,  Shads,  and  other  Fifj 
Horfes  and  live  Stock  - —  —  — s 

PotaO}  —  6000  Barrels  —  at  50  s  - 


7,000 
2  ?  ,000 
15,000 


£  114,500 
The 
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*  ^ 

The  Difference  between  thefe  Exports,  and  thofe  of 
Ne^  England  is  evidently  no  other  than  is  always,  and 
every  wliere  between  dilierent  Parts  of  the  fame  Couii” 
try,  all  the  Articles  in  the  above  Lift  being  included  in 
that  of  the  Exports  of  A'<Mn  E?i^lcindy  as  Pait  of  an 
Whole. 

As  to  the  Balance  again  ft  6'r<fi2/  Briiahi  upon  the  Face 
of  this  State,  it  is  only  in  Appearance.  Their  Trade  di- 
reiftly  with  us  has  been  Ihewn  to  confift  almoft  totally  in 
the  Convenicncies  neareft  to  being  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
Life.  If  therefore  it  may  appear  that  they  do  not  take 
from  us  a  Quantity  of  thefe,  proportioned  to  their 
bers,  the  Reafon  is,  that  they  get  them  nearer  at  hand 
from  the  otlier  Colonies,  particularly  Ne^  York,  and  Npo 
Efigland,  who  in  a  great  Meafure  carry  on  their  Trade  foi 
them  ;  fo  that  the  Produce  of  the  Excefsof  their  Exports 
over  tiieir  Imports  is  to  be  placed  to  the  Credit  of  thofe 
Colonies,  and  centers  ultimately  with  us,  as  I  have  had 
the  Honour  to  intimate  to  your  Lordftup  in  the  preceedmg 

Letter.  • 

And  now,  my  Lord,  as  the  four  Colonies  of 
Efipland,  CGiineaicut,  Rhode  IJlard,  and  A>it;  hampjlnr^  are 
fo  infeparably  conneaecf  with  each  other  in  every  Senle, 
I  lhall  here  lay  before  your  Lordlhip  fome  farther 
concerning  them,  which  will  probably  be  found  to  affca 
the  general  Intereft  of  them  all ;  and  confequently  that 
of  Great  Britain,  which  is  as  infeparably  connected  witii 

them. 

As  the  Importance  of  the  Colonies  arifes  folely  fiom 
*  the  Numbers  of  tiieir  Inhabitants,  not  from  any  produc- 
tion  of  their  own,  or  Advantages  of  Situation  for  Com¬ 
merce  peculiar  to  them;  the  firft Thing  to  be  thought  of, 
is  how  to  turn  thofe  Inhabitants  to  fuch  Purfuits  as  lhall 
beftfupply  their  Neceffities,  and  at  the  faine  Time  en- 
jrage  their  Attention  too  clofely  to  give  them  Leifure  tor 
forming  thofe  Schemes,  which  Contemplation  of  their 
Numbers  might,  in  a  State  of  Idieaefs,  fuggeft  to  th^. 


* 
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^  For  this  Purpofc  the  two  Cbjeds  evidently  mofl  proper 
(iinotfoleiy  fo)  are  AgricuJture  and  Manutaaures  but 
thefc  are  to  be  propofed  to  their  Purfuit,  on  very ’difFercnC 
Principles. 

Agricultui  e,  as  hath  been  hinted  before,  is  inipofliblc 
to^  be  puilied  too  far,  Confumers  cncreafmg  regularly 
with  the  Encreafe  ol^the  Subjedt  to  be  confumed  and  a 
Foreign  Demand,  being  always  certain  for  any  Excefs  of 
Home  Confamption.  But  in  refpeft  to  Manufadlurcs,  a 
very  different  Condufl:  is  to  be  obferved.  Inftead  of 
giving  a  general  and  indiicriminate  Encouragement  to 
every  Exertion  of  Art, ‘as  in  Great  Britain,  their  Endea¬ 
vours  hiould  be  dei’icately  and  judicioufly  dircfled  to* 
fuch  particular  Objccds,  as  there  maybe  juft  Ucafon  to 
expeift  their  fuccceding  in  ;  and  thele  are  the  immediate 
Neceflaries,  or  at  haft  the  alnioft  indifpcnfibh  Conve- 
niencics  of  Life. 


Imuftnot,  my  Lord,  be  underftood  to  infinuate,  by 
this,  a  natural  Incapacity  in  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe 
Colonies  for  any  Arts.  The  Confrary  is  well  known. 
All  I  intend  by  this  Limitation  is,  that  their  Capacities 
Ihould  be  applied  to  fuch  Arts  as  the  hfatcrials  and  Cir- 
^camftanccs  of  their  Country  arc  proper  for  bringinj*'  to 
Perfeftion  ;  and  as  are  exerted  in  producing  thofe  Ma- 
nufaeftures,  wdneh  the  poorer  Part  of  the  People  are  not 
dole  to  purchale,^  or  cannot,  or  at  Jeaft  will  not  difpeale 
with  the  want  ol,  without  Difeontent. 

I  am  wcdl  aware,  that  fclftlh,  fliort-Iightcd  Politici¬ 
ans  will  inftantly  take  the  Alarm  at  this  ;  and  exclaim 
that  what  I  propofc  for  the  Benefit  of  thefe  Colonics 
muft  ncceffarny  be  an  eqiud  Prejudice  to  the  Mother- 
Country.  But  I  hope  to  prove,  that  the  Contrary  is  the 
baa  ;  and  that  the  moft  effcAual  Way  of  making  them 
lerviceable  to  us,  and  tliat  in  the  moft  extenfive  and  im¬ 
portant  Senfe,  is  by  encouraging  them  Hrft  to  ferve  them- 
‘leives,  by  piirfuing  thefc  two  Objeefts, 


The 
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The  foand  and  falutary  Policy  of  promoting  Agri- 
culture  is  too  well,  and  too  univerfally  known  to  require 
Proof.  I’he  firft  and  greateft  Advantaps  arifing  from 
it,  are  it’s  fn])plying  Employment  and  Suftenance  at  the 
fame  Time.  In  the  prefent  inibnee  the  Application 
propofed  to  Manufactures  cffccds  the  firh,  and  comes 
neared  to  the  fecond  of  thefe  Advantages,  there  being 
many  Manufactures,  fcarcely,  if  at  all,  lefs  ncceffary  to 
Life,  than  Bread  itfelf.  Vvdiere  thefe  therefore  can¬ 
not  be  fabricated  immediately  by  the  Confumers  them- 
felves,  their  Eyes  are  nec«llarily  turned  to  thoie  Places, 
where  they  may  be  purchafed  ;  ipid  if  they  want  Mo¬ 
ney,  the  common  medium  of  fiich  Purchafe,  that  W  ant 
is  lupplied  by  Barter  of  the  Things  in  their  PoiTefTion. 

Thus  far  it  may  appear  that  the  Frogre^E  is  on  right 
Principles  ;  and  fo  in  the  general  it  is.  But  particular 
Clrcumilances  make  a  material  Difference  in  the  prefent 

Cafe. 

It  has  been  faid  that  the  Importance  of  thefe  Colo¬ 
nies  confifts  folely  in  the  Numbers  of  the  Inhabitants  ; 
and  that  thefe  Inhabitants  enjoy  a  State  of  Independence 
b  a  Manner  peculiar  to  themfelves.  But  it  muft  be  ob- 
ferved  alio  that  the  very  Means  by  which  that  Indepen¬ 
dence  is  preferved  to  them,  by  keeping  them  at  the  fame 
Time  in  a  State  of  Poverty  prevents  their  connirnmg  a 
Quantity  of  the  Manufactures  of  the  Mother- Country 
^portioned  to  their  Numbers,  and  even  confines  their 
prefent  fcanty  Confumption  to  thofe  Articles  on  which 
the  Profit  to  the  Manufadurer  is  the  loweft. 

To  free  them  therefore  from  this  Poverty,  without 
undermininp-  their  Independence,  is  the  readieft  and  mod 
effedual  Me'thod  of  turning. their  natural  Importance  to 
our  Advantage  ;  and  this  can  be  done  eafied,  if  not  in¬ 
deed  only,  by  the  Encouragement  here  propofed  to  be 
eiven  to  Agriculture  and  Manufadures ;  the  former,  by 
fupplying  them  with  Suftenance,  and  a  Stock  to  tiade 
upoUi  wlftch  will  never  fail  of  a  Market  j  and  the  lat- 
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ter  by  enabling  them  to  make  a  fufficlent  Quantity’  of 
thofe  other  NccelTlirlcs,  for  -which  tliey  now  barter  that 
Stock,  and  thereby  leaving  it  in' their  Hands,  to  barter 
for  other  Conveniencies  of  greater  Price,  which  they 
cannot  reach  in  their  prefent  Circumftances,  though 
they  repine  for,  and  never  will  be  content  without 
them. 


Let  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonics,  I  fay,  be  pro¬ 
perly  encouraged  to  raife  Flax  and  Hemp,  to  tan  the 
Hides  of  their  Cattle,  to  Spin  the  Wool  ot  their  SJieep, 


•Sec.  (See.  and  work  them  up  into  the  moh  immediate  Ne- 
ceffaries  ;  and  they  will  then  be  able  to  apply  the  Price 
of  their  Exports,  which  now  goes  to  purchafe  thole  Nc- 
cclTarics,  to  the  Purchafe  of  other  Articles,  lefs  ncceiTa- 
rv,  but  of  greater  price  and  Profit  to  the  Vender  ;  and 
not  only  this,  but  they  will  alfo  exert  their  Induilry  to 
])rovlde  ftlli  more  for  Exportation,  as  foon  as  they  be¬ 
come  acquainted  with  the  Enjoyments  thus  procured  for 


them. 


Nor  is  this  the  only  Advantage  that  will  ariie  from 
this  Meafurc.  It  will  divert  them  from  the  carryitig 
Trade,  the  only  Track  in  which  they  can  polTibly- inter¬ 
fere  with  us,  and  leave  it  entirely  in  our  PolTcffion,  by 
turning  their  Thoughts  wholely  to  internal  Purfuits  ;  an 
Advantage,  fo  obvious,  and  great  that  the  very  Mention 
is  fufficient  to  enforce  every  Means  for  obtaining  it. 


It  muft  not  be  objecflcd,  that  the  increafe  of  Popula¬ 
tion,  which  would  neceffarily  follow  fuch  an  Applica¬ 
tion  to  Agriculture  as  is  here  propofed,  might  be  an  lu- 
couragement  to  attempt  Ihaklng  olF  Dependence  upon. 
Great  Britain.  I'hat  is  only  the  Fear  of  a  moft  contrad- 
ed  Policy.  Our  ’  PolTeflions  on  that  Continent  exceed 
any  Ufec  to  which  the  Power  of  Imagination  can  affign 
them.  While  the  Inhabitants  therefore  find  Room  for 
extending  their  Settlements  Interiourly,  and  a  certain 
Vent  and  fatisfaflory  Return  for  the  Produce  of  thcm> 
they  will  never  think  of  breaking  the  Conne<dion,  fiom 
^  F  2  ^vhicii 


,  a 
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which  they  experience  fuch  Advantage  ;  and  by  the 
Breach  of  which  they  cannot  expea  even  to  keep,  much 
lefs  to  improve  that  AcWantage.  And  this  is  that  Com¬ 
mercial  Dcpendance,  which  has  been  fo  much  talked  of, 
and  fo  little  underftood  of  late :  A  Conneaion  which, 
cemented  thus  by  mutuaf  Advantage  would  become  in- 
dilToluble,  and  make  their  Numbers  our  Strength,  as  I 
have  obfervedin  another  Inftance. 

Lord,  arc  fome,  of  the  Hints,  I  propofed 
fubmitting  to  your  Lordfliip’s  Attention,  under  which  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  they  may  be  improved  to  the  End  for 
which  they  arc  humbly  ofered.  Others,  not  lefs  im¬ 
portant,^  are  referved  for  another  Place,  as  being  more 
general  in  their  Nature,  and  equally  applicable  to  others 
of  our  Colonics. 


I  hh'je  the  Honour^  <^c. 


LETTER  XIV. 


My  Lord, 

H  E  next  Province,  that  in  Courfe  offers  itfelf  to 
A  your  Lordfhip’s  Confideration,  is  York,  in 
every  P.efpca:  the  happieh  for  Habitation  in  all  Norih- 
Yliiidricci ;  the  Healtlifiilnefs  of  tlie  Climate  vvinp’  v/itli 
the  reitility  of  the  opii  ,  VvMiicb.  not  only  produces  abo- 
liginally  every  Neceffary  of  Eife,  Hit  aJi'o  brings  all 
the  vegetable  Productions  oi'  Europe,  that  have""  been 
tried  thei c,  to  perfeftion,  and  many  of  them  in  a  much 
higher  Degree,  with  little  or  no  1  rouble,  than  they  ar¬ 
rive  at  in  Engla?id,  under  the  moil;  careful  and  expen- 
five  Cultivation. 


Our  Acquaintance  with  this  Country  is  in  every  Senfe 
fo  intimate,  that  it  mud  be  imnccclfary  to  enter  into  any 
particular  Account  of  it  here  :  I  fliall  therefore  only  lay 
before  your  Lordihip  the  following  View  of  the  Trade 
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at  prcfent  carried  on  between  it,  and  Great  Britain y  as 
the  mod  proper  Introdudiou  to  the  few  Remarks  which 
1  ihail  beg  Leave  to  hiiit  to  you  thereupon. 

Commodities  exported  from  Great  Britain  to 

Nezu  I'^ork, 

IVro  fight -Iron,  Bteel,  Copper,  Pe’ivtrr, 

I. sad,  and  Brafs — Cordage  —  Hemp  —  Bail- 
Cloth  —  Ship-Chandlery  -^Painter  s -Colours  — 

Blillinery — •Ilojiery —  Haherdajherv  —  Gloves 

—  Hats  —  Broad-Cloths  —  Stuffs  ■ —  Flannels 

' — Colckejler-Bays  - —  I'''rg  Ells  —  Silks  — Cold 

and  Silver  Lace — Manchcjler  Goods — Britifi?,  5  3  I  >000 

Foreign,  and  Irijh  Linens — Earthen-Wares — 

Cr  indjlones — Birmingham,  and  Shejjield  iVares 
• — Hoys — Saddlery  —  Cabinet-Wares  —  Seeds' — 

Ckeefe — Strong-beer — Sinoaking-Pipes — Snuff's 
— Wines — Spirits — Drugs — AJl  which  coil 
at  an  Average  of  three  Years  - 


Commodities  exported  from  New  York  to 
Great  Britain^  and  other  IMirkcts. 


Flour  and  Bijeuit,  25:0,000  Ijarrels  at  20  s.  £ 
Wheat,  70,000  Quarters  at  20  s  • — ■  — 

Beans,  Peas,  Oats,  Indian  Corn,  and  oihcr.C rain 
Salt -Beef,  Pork,  Hams,  Bacon,  and  Penifon 

Bees-Wax  30,000  lb  at  1  s  -  - 

STongiies,  Butter,  a?id  Cheefe  - -  - - 

Deer,  and  other  Skins  -  - - 

Flax-Seed,  7,000  Hhds  at  40  s  - - - 

Horfs,,  and  Live  Stock  - -  - 

Wwiber,  Plank,  Mafts,  Boards,  Staves  and  Shingles 

Potafh,  7,000  Hhds  at  40  s  - - - 

Ships  built  for  Sale,  20  at  £  700  - - 

Copper  Ore,  and  Iron,  in  Bars  and  Pigs  — 


250,000 
70,000 
40,000 
18,000 
1,500 
8,000 . 
35,000 
14,000  - 
I  7,000 
25,000, 
14,000 
14,000 
20,000 


The  whole  at  a  like  Average  of  tlii’ec  Years  £  526,000 

Y  3  The 
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The  high  Amount  of  our  Exports  plainly  fhews  the 
Importance  of  this  Trade  to  the  Mother- Country ;  but 
this  Importance  will  appear  in  a  fall  flronger  Light, 
when  it  is  confidcreJ  that  the  nrcateil:  Part  of  the  Ex- 
ports  of  this  Province  are  carried  to  other  Markets,  and 
confeqiicntly  the  Returns  for  ours  made  in  Money,  the 
inoh  advantageous  Syflcrn  of  Trade,  that  can  be  car- 

i  icd  on  with  auv  Country.  . 

0  ^ 

r 

The  fiourifiiing  State  of  this  Province  has  led  many 
to  conclude  that  it  is  come  to  it’s  Meridian.  But  the 
contrary  i^  the  Fafc.  The  fame  Encouragement  to 
Agriculture,  and  Manufactures  of  tlie  coarfer  and  more 
hnmcdiatelyncccfrary  Kinds,  that  has  been  propofed  in  the 
preceding  Letter  to  be  given  to  ATa;  E?2glcindf  Comieffi- 
cut,  Rhode  Ijland,  and  Ahw  Hampflnre,  tvould  be  found"' 
to  be  equally  benencial  to  Nome  York,  and  through  that 
to  Great  Britain.  The  Reafons  which  irrefragably  fup- 
port  this  Opinion  are  obvious  in  themfelves,  and  have 
been  fo  fully  Ihewn  In  thofe  Inhances,  that  a  Repetition 
of  them  cannot  beneceiTary  here.'  I  (hall  therefore  only 
obferve  to  your  Lordflilp,  ss  a  Proof  of  what  this  Pro¬ 
vince  can  produce,  above  its  immediate  Exports,  that 
there  are  above  2000  Tons  of  Kemp  and  Flax,  of  it’s 
own  Growth,  worked  up  annually  for  it’s  ovni  Ufe. 

Nor  are  the  Improvements  of  which  this  Province  is 
ftill  capable,  confined  to  the  particular  Channels  above- 
mentioned,  highly  advantageous  as  they  are  :  The  ^ 
Succefs  of  repeated  Experiments,  has  proved  that  it 
abounds  in  valuable  Metals.  Iron,  and  Copper,  have 
already  be'fen  raifed  in  fuch  Quantities,  as  to  become  ca¬ 
pital  Articles  of  Commerce  ;  and  there  can  fcarce  be  a 
Doubt,  but  other  Metals,  Hill  more  valuable,  will  aifo 
be  found,  when  properly  fought  for  ;  and  fo  open  nev,r 
;Sourccs  of  Trade,  equally  advantageous  to  the  Colo¬ 
ny  and  the  Mother-Country,  vdth  wdiom  ail  its  Wealth 
ultimately  centers. 

/  hai'c  the  Homuri  5cc,. 

I.  E  T: 


s 


0 
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L  E  T  T  -E  R  XV. 

t 

My  Lord, 

IT  E  adjoining  Colony/  of  V ciinfylvanla  equals  Nc^~ 

York  in  all  the  Gifts  of  Nature,  and  perhaps  ex¬ 
ceeds  it  in  tliofc  of  Fortune,  as  we  fpeak;  it’s  Form  of 
Civil  Government  being  better  calculated  to  promote  i 

private  Happinefs,  and  confequentiy  Public  Profperity,  ^  ^ 

than  any  other,  with  vehich  we  are  acquainted,  under  ^ 

the  Sun. 

>  ! 

That  this  is  not  an  Exaggeration  in  either  Inftanca 
"will  appear  from  the  following  >State  of  the  Commerce^ 
of  this  Coionj’  with  Great  Britain. 

1. 

I 

Commodities  exported  ivomGreat  Britain  to 
Philadelphia,  the  only  Sea-port  in  Pennfyl- 
vatiia*  •  ' 


Wrought  Iron,  Steel,  Copper,  Pester,  Lead, 
and  Brafs — Binninghpii,  and  Sheffield  Wares 
^^Heinp — Cordage — Sail-Cloth  * —  Broad-Clot hs 
— Colckejier-Bays — Lo??g-Elis — Stuph  —  Flan¬ 
nels — Manchejier-G  oods — Hoficry ,  H aherd ajloe- 
ry,  and  JSlillinery  Wares — Hats — Gloves — Bri- 
tiJJo,  Foreign,  and  Irijh  Linens — Sills — Gold,  f 
and  Silver  Lace — Toys — Painter's  Colours —  [ 
'Ship-Chandlery ,  and  Saddlery  Goods — Cabinet- 
Wares — Earthen-Wares  — G  rindjlones- — Fijhing 
Tackle — Seeds  —  Pickles — Cheefe — Strong-beer 
—Smoaking  Pipes — Snuffs — Wines — Spirit  s , 
and  Drugs,  all  which  coil  at  an  Average 
of  three  Years  —  — 


£  6i  1)000 


4  • 


*> 
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Commodities  exported  from  Fhiladelphla  to 
Great  Britain^  and  other  Markets. 

Bijnui  and  Flour ^  350,000  Barrels  at  20  s  -  350,000 

Wheat,  100,000  O^iarters  at  20  s  — 100,000 
h L 'a ;/j  — P eas — Oats — Irid tan  Coi 'U ,  and  other ' G ra'in 

tiali -Beef  — Pork — Bacon — Ha? ns- — Venifon  - - 

Bees-V.'ar,  20,000  lb  at  i  s  —  — 

hut  ter — Lhe^je,  and  Ho?' rues  - - - - - 

Deer ,  and J undry  oiler  Forts  of  Skh?s  - - 

Live  Stock,  and  llorfes  —  —  _ _ 

Flax-Seed,  15,000  1 1 Ii d s  a  t  o  s  - - - 

Himher-P lank-Mafts-Boards-Sicrees ,  and  Shingles 

Ships  built  for  Sale,  25  at  700  .  - - 

Cejper-Ore,  and  hon  in  Pigs  trad  Ears  > — 


12,000 

1,000 
10,000 
50,000 
20,000 
30,000 
35,000 
17,500 
3  5,000 


Ihe  whole  at  an  xV/erage  of  three  Years  £  705,500 

The  Nature  of  thefe  Exports  from  this  Colony  fhews 
that  almoft  tlie  whole  of  them  is  cariieJ  to  other  Mar¬ 
kets,  beiide  G'reat  Britain,  and  confequentiy  the  Returns, 
for  ours,  are  made  in  the  Money  for  which  thefe  are 
fold  there  ;  a  Circumftance,  the  Advantage  refuking 
from  wdnch,  as  well  as  from  the  x4mount  of  our  own 
Exports  in  this  Trade,  has  been  obferved  in  the  Letter 
preceaing  this. 


•  As  this  Colony  is  in  every  Refpefl  circumflanced  in  the 
fame  Manner  as  AVa;  1  or k,  it  is  capable  of  equal  Im¬ 
prove:  nen:  by  the  ftrne  Means,  a  Repetition  of  which 
cannot  be  net  chary  here. 

The  Province  of  Nevo  Jerfy  is  fituated  immediately 
Text  to  lark,  and  Pejuijylva?iia,  and  yields  to  nei¬ 

ther  in  ihe  Bitffing’S  of  Nature,  but  in  oilier  Circura^ 
fiances  is  v  et  far  behind  them. ' 


B  he  I  rouTTce  cf  this  Country  is  in  every  Inhance  the 
fame  wich  that  of  otfrs,  a§  is  it’s  Trade;  betk  of‘ 

which 
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\vhlcii  3.re^  capable  of  much  greater  Improvements  than 
the  former,  for  this  Rcafon,  that  they  are’not  yet  nearly 
fo  much  improved. 

The  Caufe  of  this  Backwardnefs  thoi>gh  being  no 
other  than  the  Impoffibllity  of  attending  to  too  many 
Things  at  one  Time,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  fooii 
ceafe  ;  and  New  Jerfey^  from  the  Example  of  it’s  Neigh¬ 
bouring  Countries,  perhaps  from  the  Spreading  of  their 
Inhabitants,  as  the  Means  of  Improvement  are  the 
fame,  rife  to  that  Figure  in  itfelf,  and  Importance  to 
Great  Britain^  foi'  which  it  is  fo  well  and  abundantly 
qualihed. 

The  Trade  of  this  Province  being  at  prefent  carried 
on  folely  with  and  from  Nenu  York  and  P efwfyha?na , 
though  it  wants  not  good  and  convenient  Ports  of  it’s 
own,  is  infeperably  included,  both  inwards  and  out¬ 
wards,  with  theirs,  to  which  it  makes  no  inconfiderable 
Addition,  efpecially  in  the  valuable  Article  of.  Copper- 
Ore,  the  greater  Part  of  v/hich,  exported  by  them,  is 
raifed  here. 

1  have  the  Honour y  Szc. 


LETTER  XVI. 


Mv  Lord,  . 

IpROivI  Nevu  Jerfey  we  come  to  Virginia  and  Mary- 
'  //?;;/,  two  Colonics  in  all  Rerpe^Is  circuiuftanccd  ib 
exadly  alike  fy •Nature,  and  fo  inexplicably  coRne<fled 
with  each  other  in  Trade  and  Intcrcourfe,  that  though 
politically  divided  into  dKlincI  Governments,  they  are 
in  themfelves  to  be  ccnfjdrred  rather  as  Parts  of  one, 
than  as  different  Countries,  any  Attempt  at  drawing 
a  Line  between  them  in  the  Scale  of  their  Comrncrcc, 


nng 


much  m 


re  diihcujt  to  execute, 


t.iari 


the  Exe¬ 


cution  of  it  would  be  advantageous. 


I  fa  all 
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I  lhall  therefore  lay  before  your  Lordfhip  a  State 
of  their  Trade,  as  it  is  jointly  carried  on  by  them  at 
prefent,  without  entering  here  into  any  other  Specifica¬ 
tion  of  their  Produce,  or  Proof  of  their  natural  Aptitude 
for  Hill  further  Improvement. 

Commodities  exported  from  Great  Britain  to 
Virginia  and  Maryland. 

Wrought  Irony  Steel,  Copper,  Pc’iuter,  Leal, " 
nnd  BrajL — Himp —  Cordage — Sail-Cloth — 

Broad-Cloths —  Stuffs — Flannels —  Colche/ler- 
Beys — Long-Ells — Britifh,  Iriff,  and  Foreign 
Linens — Silks — Gold  and  Sil-ver-Lacc — Foys — 

JMillinery,  Haler  da ffiry ,  and  Floficry  Goods — 

Hats--—  Glorues — Birmingham  and  Sheffield  .  r 
Wares — UphoJjhry,  Cabinet,  Ship-Chandlery ,  ^  B 
and  Saddlery  Wares — Earthen  Wares — Grind- 
Jiones —  PainteFs  Colour s--~  Pickles —  Seeds—— 

Fijhing  Fackh — Cheefe — Strong  Beer- — Smoak- 
ing  Pipres — Snuffs — Wines — Spirits,  and  Me¬ 
dicinal  Drugs,  ail  which  coll  at  an  Average 
of  three  Years  — —  ■  ■  ■■  - - . 


C  o  M  M  o  D I T I E  s  exported  from  Virginia  and 
Maryland  to  Great  Britain^  and  other  Markets. 

Fohacco,  96,000  Hhds  at  8  -  -  ^  768,000 

Indian  Corn — Beans — Peas,  &C.  -  -  30,000 

Wheat,  40,000  Qiiarters,  at  20  s  -  -  40,000 

Deer,  and  other  Skins  -  -  -  _  25,000 

Iron,  in  Bars  and  Pigs  -  _  _  .  35,000 

Mafls — Planks — Starves — Furpentine,  and  Far  55,000 
Saffafras,  Snake-root,  Ginfeng,  &c.  -  -  7jQPO 

Flax-Seed,  7,000  Hhds  at  40s  -  14,000 

Pickled  Pork — Beef- — Hams,  and  Bacon  -  15,000 

Ships  built  for  Sale,  3oat^  1,000  -  -  30,000 

Hemp,  1. COO  Tons,  21  -  -  2 1,000 


The  whole  at  a  like  Average  of  three  Years  f  1,040,000 

The 

*  Belides  this  Quantity  of  Hemp  exported  raw  to  Great 
Bntain,  they  raife  4 ,000  Tonsinore,  and  2,0 do  Tons  of  Flax, 
wiiicli  they  work  up  at  home  for  their  own  Ufes, 
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Tha  firfl  Thin^,  that  ftrike^?  the  View,  in  the  State  of 
the  Trade  of  theft  Province?,  is  the  Balance  that  appears 
upon  the  Face  of  it,  a^-ainit  Grcnt  Briiain.  But  tliis,  as 
hath  been  obferved  in  other  Indances,  is  only  in  Ap¬ 
pearance*  All  the  x^rticlcs  expoiicd  fioin 
to  Viygini^  and  Mary'l/snd  are  of  our  o\vn  pjoduce  and 
Manufafliire,  except  a  very  few;  and  thefe^allo  are  of 
our  own  linportation,  in  tiis  naoif  luciatue  ChannciS  of 
vour  Trade  ;  fo  that  our  Profit  upon  them  bears  a  near  i 

Proportion  to,  if  it  does  not  equal  their  fird  Cod  to  us: 

Whereas,  not  an  incorfiderablc  Part  of  the  Exports  cf 
Viy^hia  and  Maryland,  goes  to  the  neighbouring  Co¬ 
lonies,  in  Exchange  for  xArticles  of  their  Produce,  ^  with 
which  vve  could  not  iupply  them,  bu*.  at  fecond  nand, 
and  confeqiiently  fo  much  dearer,  that  it  would  be 
equally  abfurd  and  opprelTive,  to  exped  they  flioukl 
take  them  from  us.  ' 

But  this  is  far  from  being  the  Circiimflancs  cf  mod 
Advantage  in  tlieTrade  of  thefe  1  rov^iflces.  d  he  capital 
Article  of  their  Produce  is  Tobacco,  a  Commodity, 
which,  cxclufive  of  the  private  Profits  of  Trade -to  the 
Merchant,  yields  immediately  to  the  PiiblicK  a  Pvevenue 
greltcr  than  any  other,  in^he  whole  Circle  of  our 
Commerce. 

To  prove  this,  I  moft  heg  Leave  to  obferve  to  your 
I,ordIhip,  that  of  the  96,000  Hhds  of  Tobacco  imported 
annuaUy  into  Great  Britain  from  Virginia  Maryland, 
only  I  2,000  Hhds  are  confumed  at  home,  the  Duty  paid 
by  which,  at  the  Rate  of  yC  26  i  o  per  Hhd  amounts 
to  f  2C  1,675  ;  the  remaining  82,500  Lhds  being  cx- 
poi  ted  by  our  Merchants  to  the  other  Parts  Europe, 
and  their  Value  returned  to  Great  Britain,  . 

’( 

It  muli  be  unneceffary  to  enter  into  a  Detail  or  Proof 
of  the  Advantages  arifing  from  fuch  a  1  rade,  which 
from  the  Overflowing  of  a  Nm-necejfary,  keeps  in  our  ' 

Hands  a  Balance  againft  thofe  Neeeffaries,  which  we  are  i| 

obliged  to  purchafe  from  other  Countries,  indifpeniib  y, 
and  therefore  at  a  Lofs.  They  prove  themfelves  on^the  ■  ^ 
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bare  Mention  of  them.  I  fhall  therefore  only  add,  that 
this  finglc  Trade  gives  conliant  Employment  to  3308^1! 
of  Ships,  and  3,960  Sailors,  to  Ihew  that  it’s  Advan¬ 
tages  arc  not  confined  only  to  our  Wealth,  but  extend 
to  the  molt  efiential  Part  of  our  National  Strength  alfo. 

It  is  natural  to  think,  that  Advantages  fo  obvious, 
and  fo  great,  have  not  been  neglecled.  The  Truth  is, 
the  Cultivation  of  this  Commodity  has  been  carried  as 
far  as  it  will  bear,  there  not  being  Vent  for  any  greater 
Quantity  than  is  now  raifed.  But  this  does  not  preclude 
thefe  Provinces  from  Improvements  in  other  inftances. 
Attention  to  their  Tobacco  has  made  them  in  a  great 
meafure  neglcft  the  Tillage  of  Corn,  and  be  too 
remifs  even  in  the  Articles  of  Hem:")  and  Flax,  for  all 
which  they  are  mofi:  happily  fituatecl.  To  thefe  they 
fhculd  be  encouraged  to  apply'themfelves  with  Spirit,  as 
alfo  to  the  Manufap:’ures  of  mofi:  immediate  Neccihty 
to  them,  and  leafl  Profit  to  the  Importer  from  other 
Countries.  '  *  ' 

The  Evils  indeed  arlfing  from  the  Neglefl  of  thefe 
indifpenfibly  necefTary  Articles,  .at  length  begin  to  Le 
perceived  by  the  People  of  thefe  Colonies,  who  have  ac¬ 
cordingly  made  fome  weak  Efforts  in  Agriculture  to  raife  • 
the  Corn  necefiary  for  their  own  Subfiilence,  and  free 
t'r.cmfelves  from  the  Expence  and  Danger  of  depending 
for  their  daily  Bread  upon  other  Countries,  when  put  fo 
.bountifully  within  their  Reach  by  Heaven.  But  the 
Attempt's  of  Individuals  are  liable  to  too  many  Inter¬ 
ruptions,  and  at  befi:  will  advance  too  flowly  to  remedy 
an  Evil,  that  has  taken  fo  deep  Rcot.  if  they  are  not: 
both  encouraged  and  afiified  by  publick  Munificence. 

T  prefume  not,  my  Lord,  to  dlredl  the  Manner  in. 
which  this  is  to  be  done.  The  bare  Flint  is  all  that  can 
come  with  Propriety  from  me  to  your  Lordfiiip';  nor  is 
it  to  be  doubted,  bat  thefe  to  whom  his  Majeily  has  de¬ 
legated  the  Care,  will  with  the  Example  of  oiir  Tillage- 
Adi  before  their  Eyes,  foon  fee  the  Expediency  of  what 
is  here  fuggefied,  and  apply  the  meft  effedlual  h^eafures 

for  carrying  it  happily  into  Execution.  The 

\ 
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The  Benefits  which  mufl  neceflarily  arife  from  this 
Policy  have  beeh  fhewn  in  the  former  Inllances,  in  which 
it  has  been  recommciided.  To  what  has  been  there  faid, 
•I  fhall  not  trefpafs  upon  your  Lordfhip  with  any  further 
Addition,  than  that,  in  the  Cafe  o-f  thefe  Province.^  it 
fcems  in  fotne  Meafure  more  immediately  necefury, 
than  in  any  other,  the  Want  of  a  Variety  of  internal 
Employment  having  weakened  the  Spirit  of  Induflr.’> 
and  of  courfe  introduced  a  Turn  to  DifTipation  and  Ex¬ 
pence  in  the  Inhabitants  of  all  Degrees,  that  muft  in- 
ftantly  afFefb,  and  if  not  corredled,  in  Courfe  of  Time 
totally  overturn  the  Profperity  of  any  Country, 

1  ha've  the  Honoufy  &c. 


LETTER  XVH. 


Loro, 

NE  X  T  to  Virginia  and  MarylanJy  lie  the  two  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  North  and  South-Carolina.  7'he  almoft 
total  NegleCl,  under  which  the  former  of  thefe  Provinces 
^ay,  till  very  lately  ;  and  the  very  little  Advances  made 
even  yet,  in  the  Improvement  of  it,  can  be  accounted 
ibr  only  from  this  Obfervation,  that  the  firft  Settlement 
of  Countries  is  diredled  by  Chance,  much  more  than  by 
Choice;  and  that  even  where  fuch  Choice  can  be  made, 
all  Things  cannot  be^  attended  to  at  one  Time.  Well 
it  is,  that  our  Eyes  arc  at  length  opened  to  Advantages, 
which  Blindnefj  only  could  overlook  ;  and  that  Lcifure 
begins  to  be  found  to  improve  a  Country,  whofe  Siail 
and  Climate  court  Cultivation  with  Adurances  of -the’ 
mofl:  grateful  Returns.  r 


Under  fuch  DIfadvantages,  it  cannot  be  expefled  that 
‘the  (1  had  almoft  faid  Infant)  Trade  of  this  Province 
can  have  arifen  to  any  confiderable  Height.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  Account  Ihev/s  it  in  it’s  prefent  State.  What  it 
may  be  improved  to,  ftaull  be  confidered  after. 


•C.,' 


G 


Com- 
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i 

Commodities  exported  from  Great  Britain  to 

North  Carolina^ 


Wrought  Iron,  Steel,  Copper,  LeaJ,  Pe^ivier 
und  Brafs — Birmingham  and  Sheffield  Wares _ 

Hemp-^Cordage-^  Sail-Cloth^ Broad-CUths— 

Stuffs  Flannels — Colcbejler  Bays  and  Long  Ells 
^Sadlery —  Haberdajhery —  Millinery  an(i  Ho- 
fiery  Goods— Hat s-^GHves-^  Gold  and  Silver 
Lace— Silks  Briiijh^  Irijlo  and  Foreign  Linens  >  1 8,000 

'  Upholjiery  and  Cabinet-Wares  —  Earthen-  * 

W ares—Grindftones—Filhing-Tackle—  Garden- 

Seeds — Toys —  Cheefe — Pickles —  Strong-Beer _ 

Smoaking-Pipes — Snuffs — Wines — Spirits — Me- 

All  which  coH  at  an  Average 
of  three  Years  .  «  ^  ^ 


Commodities  exported  from  North  Carolina  to 
Great  Britain,  and  other  Markets. 


r 

I^tce,  2000  Barrels,  at  40  s  -  -  •  / 

,  Tobacco,  2000  Hhds  at  7 
Pitch,  Tar  aud  Turpentine,  51,000  Barrels,  at  7  s 
Boards,  Staves,  Joifis,  Shingles,  Mafis  and  Lumber 
Indian  Corn,  Peas  and  other  Grain  ' 

Live  Stock  of  different  Kinds  -  -  - 

Skins  of  different  Kinds  -  .  ,  . 


4>ooo 

14,000 

17^850 

15,000 

7,000 

5,000 

5,500 


^  The  whole  at  an  Average  of  three  Years  fi  68,350 

The  Excels  of  the  Exports  of  this  Province  over  it’s 
Imports  from  Great  Britain,  is  to  be  accounted  for  in 
the  fame  Manner,  as  the  like  Excefs  has  been  in  other 
Inftances  Much  the  greater  Part  goes  to  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Colonies,  in  Exchange  for  Commodities  of  their  Pro- 

Balance  upon  the  whole  is  in  Favour 

ot  Great  Britain, 


But 
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But  no  Judgment  can  juftly  be  formed  of  tbe  Value  of 
this  Province  from  the  prefent  Amount  of  it’s  Trade,  a$ 
hath  been  obferved  before.  Every  Article  of  it’s  Produce 
might  be  pufhed  to  many  Times  the  Quantity  it  is  now 
at ;  and  many  new  Articles  introduced  with  a  Certainty 
of  Succefs,  were  the  Advantages  of  Nature  properly 
purfued.  Pitch,  &c.  and  Rice,  are  the  only  Commo¬ 
dities  which  North  Carolina  now  fends  to  Europe.  The 
two  former  mud  neceffarily  increafe,  with  the  Increafe 
of  Inhabitants,  from  the  Clearing  of  the  Country,  as 
the  Settlements  are  extended  ;  and  the  Certainty  of  a 
good  Market  will  encourage  the  Cultivation  of  the  latter, 
as  an  Article  of  Commerce,  as  well  as  for  Home-con- 
fumption. 

'  The  mod  obvious  of  the  new  Articles,  which  may  bo 
introduced  into  the  Trade  of  this  Province,  are  Corn  and 
Wine.  No  Argument  can  be  wanted  to  enforce  the  Cul¬ 
tivation  of  thefe  Necejfuriesy  if  not  Indifpenjibles  of 
Life,  wherever  Nature  will  allow  it.  Bread  (made  of 
Corn)  is  “  the  Staff  of  Life  and  “  Wine  maketh  ^ai 
the  Heart  of  ManN — All  therefore  that  can  be  nece/iary 
for  the  prefent  Purpofe  is  to  prove,  that  this  Country  is 
not  improper  for  their  Produdion. 

And  in  this,  my  Lord,  I  have  the  Advantage  of  hav¬ 
ing  Reafon  fupported  by  Experience.  The  Appearance 
of  the  Soil  and  Temperature  of  the  Climate  foon  tempted 
the  European  Settlers  to  try  the  Growth  of  Corn  in  various 
Parts  of  this  Country,  in  every  one  of  which  the  Succefs 
has  invariably  anfwered  their  moft  fanguine  Expeda- 
tions.  But  they  have  gone  but  little,  or  no  further* 
Satisfied  with  the  Experiment,  or  unable  to  purfue  it, 
at  lead  with  any  View  to  Commerce,  they  go  on  in  th« 
beaten  Path,  turning  their  Backs  to  an  Advantage  fo 
obvious  and  fo  great.  That  fuch  /advantage  mud  really 
arife  from  the  Culture  of  Corn  for  Exportation,  will 
fufHciently  appear  from  this  fingle  Confideration,  that 
this  is  the  lad  of  the  Britijb  Provinces,  to  the  South¬ 
ward,  that  will  produce  Corn,  and  confcquently  that  it 
can  fupply  the  more  Southern  Colonies  at  a  cheaper 
Rate,  than  thofe  at  a  greater  Didance, 

^  G  2  Though 
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Though  the  Experiments  hitherto  made  for  the  Cul¬ 
ture  of  the  Vine,  have  not,  for  obvious  Reafons,  been, 
fo  many,  nor  fo  extenfive  as  the  former,  the  Succefs  has 
been  abundantly  fufficient  to  encourage  the  Purfuit  of 
them  ;  and  fcarce  leaves  a  Doubt  but  this  Country  is 
capable  of  producing  the  V/ines  oi  S  wit^cerland^  Ger¬ 
many  and  Fratice,  in  Quantities  fufficient  to  fupply  all 
our  Colonies,  and  of  fuch  Quality,  as  perhaps  in  Time 
to  tempt  the  Mother- Country  to  give  it  a  Share  of  that, 
r rade  with  her,  in  thofe  Articles,  which  is  now  wholly 
in  the  Hands  of  Strangers, 

The  Advantages,  which  muft  refult  from,  this,  are  In 
a  Manner  felf-evident.  Wine  is  in  filch  univerfal  Ufe, 
that  the  Countries  which  cannot  produce,  mull:  purchafe 
it.;  as  the  Want  of  it  will  not  be  diTpenfed  with  by  any,. 

That  the  Climate  and  Soil  of  Great  Britain  will  not 
bring  the  Grape  to  fuch  Perfection,  as  to  make  it’s  Juice, 
in  Requeft,  either  for  Health,  or  Pleafure,  has  been  long, 
known  !  That  the  Climate  and  Soil  of  fcveial  of  our 
Southern  Provinces  in  America,  beginning  at  this  of 
North  Carolina,  will,  has  been  fufficiently  proved  by  Ex¬ 
perience  I  Why  we  fhould  not  tiien  encourage  our  own, 
Subjeds  to  produce  a  Sufficiency  of  it,  not  only  for  their 
own  Ufe,  but  alfo  to  fupply  ii^,  and  fo  give  the  Profits  of 
the  Trade  to  them,  from  whom  it  will  return  ultimately 
to  ourfelves,  rather  than  to  other  Nations,^  cannot  be 
reconciled  with  any  Principles  of  common  Prudence*^ 
much  lefs  cf  found  Policy. 

P  have  mentioned  only  thefe  turn  Articles,  my  Lord; 
not  as  all  which  may  be  aided  to  the  commercial  Stock 
of  this  Province,  but  as  the  mod:  obvious,  and  eafied  to 
fucceed-in  ;  and  becaufe  I  would  not  didraft,  the  Attcn- 
'  tlon,  by  propofing  too  many  Objefts  at  once.  In  the 
Purfuit  of  thefe,  many  others  will  naturally  open  theni- 
felves,  in  Circumdances  which  will  bed  point  out  the, 
proper  Methods  of  purfuing  them  alfo  ;  and  the  fe  I  have 
only  jud  touched  upon  here,  as  I  fhalPhave  Occafion  to, 
purfue  the  Subjeft  in  ocher  Indances. 

1  have,  the  Honour ,  kz. 
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LETTER  XVIIL 

My  Lord,  ' 

IN  the  Complaint  of  Negle£l  made  by  North  Carolina^ 
the  next. Province. of  South  Carolina  has  no  Right  to 
join  in  any  Senfe.  Of  all  the  Britijh  Colonies  in  Ame^ 
rica,  this  has  been  cultivated  with  moft  Attention,  Spirit 
and  Expence ;  and  the  Succefs  has  been  anAverable^* 
The  Country  is  well  peopled,  and  wears  a  Face  of  Im¬ 
provement  and  Civilization,  fcarce  inferior  to  any  Part 
of  Europe,  It^s  aboriginal  Produds  are  cultivated  with 
proper  Care,  and  the  Products  of  other  Countries  intro¬ 
duced,  and  carried  nearer  to  the  Perfeflion  of  their  Na¬ 
ture,  than  Exoticks  in  any  other  Country  we  know. 

.  The  Advantages  derived  from  this  flourifhing  Colony 
.(by  the  Mother  Country)  will  appear  from  the  following 
State  of  it^s  Trade. 

Commodities  exported  from  Great  Britain  to 

South  Carolina,  .  ’ 


TVrou^ht  Irony  'Steely  Coppery  Peatery  Bra/s 
and  Lead — Birmingham  and  Shekel d  Wares — 

Hemp —  Cordage — Sail-Cloth  —  Broad-Cloths 
— Stub's —  Flannels-^  Colcbrjler-Bays—-  Long- 
Ells —  Sadlery  —  Haherdajhery —  Mills  nery  — 
a.nd  HjoJiery  Goods— -‘Hafs^-^GlokieS'^  Gold  and 
'Sil<ver  Lace — Silbs — Britijh  y  Irijh  and  Foreign  j  B  3^5 
Linens  —  Upholjlery  •  and  Cabinet  -  W ares  — •  1 
Earthen  Wares — GrindJlones-^Foyj — Garden-  j 
Seeds— yCheefe— ^Pickles — -Strong  Beer — Smoak- 
ing-Pipes — Snuffs —  Wine s-^  Medicinal  Drugs 
> — All  which  coft  at  an  Average  of  three 
Years-  ^  «  —  — 


,ooo 


Com* 


■ 
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'•  **  '.'*  * 

Commodities  exported  from  Scuth  Carolina  to 
Great ^Brilain^  and  other  Markets,. 


Rice,  1 10,000  Barrels,  at. 40  s  -r-  .^220,000- 

R.itch,^'ar  avdTurpentiue,  J:$.,oooBar»  at6i  Sd  2,666 
Bicklei  Pork  and  Beef,  — — 

Deer  and  other  ^kins  — r  •< — 

500,000  lb.  at  2  s.  —  — 

Boards,  Majis,  Stages,  'JoiJis,  &c.  -rr 
Indian  Corn,  Peas,  Beans  a7id  Qallievances 
hiase  ^tock  and  Sundries  —  — - 

Ships  built  for  Sale,  lo  atj^'*6oo  ~ 


25,000 
45,000- 
50,000 
20,000- 
I  2,000’ 
I  5^rOOO 
6  ,.000 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


o 

4 

o 

Q 

O- 

o_, 

o 
o . 
o, 


The  whole  at  an„Average  of  three  Years  X  395,^6^  13  4 


The  high  Amount,  and  Nature  of  the  Exports  frGm> 
Great  Britain  to  this  Colony  (all  confifting.  of  it’s  own" 
Produce  and  immediate  Manufadures)  fhew  the  Im¬ 
portance  of  it:  The  Excefs  of  the.  Exports,  of 
Carolina  over  thefe  Imports,  is  to  be  accounted  for  in  the^ 
fame  Manner,,  as  the  like.Excefs  has  been  in  other  In-' 
ftances.  What  Improvements  this  Country,  and  of  courfe 
it  s  Trade,  is  Hill  capable  of^-  comes  now  to  be  confidered. 


Tnc  favourable  Reprelentation  which  Thave  made  of 
this  Province  to  your  Eordlhip,  mull-not  be  applied  in- 
difcriminately  to  the  Whole,  nor  taken. to  preclude  aH 

Neceffity  of  farther  Improvements  of<it. 

•  * 

The  firft  Settlements  being,  naturally  made  as  near  ^ 
P'Olhble  to  the  Sea  j  the  Improvements  of  the  Country  of 
courfe  begun  there:.  But  though  they  have  been  ex¬ 
tended  from  thence.a  great  Way  inwards,  there  flill  re¬ 
mains  a  mi^ch  greater  Extent- unimproved,  at  leaf!  com-  . 
paratively  to  what  it. is  capable  of*  ' 

In  Praife>  of  -the  Spirit. and 'Induftry  of  the  Inhabitants, 
and  for  the  Encouragement  of  their  SucceiTors  to  follow 
lo  laudable  an  Example,  it  is  proper  to  be  obferved, 
Jhat  by  much  the  greater  Part  where  the  Improvements 
above-iaenuoned  have,  been  fo  fueeefsfully  made,  was 

not 
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jsot  only  the  mod  diflicult  to  work  upon,  but  alfo  the 
Ifgad  qualified  by  Nature  to  make  a  fuitable  Return,  the 
Country  adjoining  to  the  Sea,  and  from,  thence  neap 
eighty  Miles- inwards,  being  mollly  a  dead  Flat,,  and  of 
alight,  fhallovY,  fandy  Soil;  though  a  late  Difeovery 
has  fliewn,  that  this  very  Soil  is  in  a  peculiar  Manner 
adapted  to  produce  one  of  the  moli  valuable  Articles  of 
Cornmerce.. 

Eat  from  the  Commencement  of  the  Hilly  Country  to 
the  Extremity  of  the  Province,  Heaven. has  bellowed  it's 
^lefiings  with,  a  mod  bounteous  Hand.  The  Air  is  in>- 
finitely  more  tempera,te  and  healthful,  than,  nearer  to  the 
Sea.  The  Hills  are  covered  with. valuable  Woods  I  the 
Vallies  watered  with  beautiful  Rivers  !  and  the  Fertility 
of  the  Soil  is  equal  to  every  vegetable  Production.  All 
that  remains  therefore  is  to.  turn.thefe  Bleflings  to  out 
bed  Advantage.. 

From  the  foregoing'  State  of  the  Exports  of  th'rs 
Country,  it  appears  that  the  capital  Article  of  it’s  Pro- 
duClion  is,  Rice.  Great  as  the  C^antity  already-  raifed 
of  this  is,  a  dill  greater  might  be  raifed,  to  anfwer  any 
new  Demand.  I'he  Quantities. of  Skins  and-Pitch,  &c. 
would  neceifarily.  increafe  with  the  Settlement  of  the 
back  Country.  The  Importance  of  Indigo,  the  Produce 
of  the  fandy  Soil  hinted  at  above,  is  already  too  well 
known,  to  require  any  llluilratian  or  Argument  to  .urge 
Attention  to  it, .  < 

T,he  only  new  Article,  both  of  Commerce  and'Home- 
GOrvrumption,.obvioully  and  immediately  necelTary  to 
introduced  into  the  Stock  of  this  Country,  is  IVine,  The 
Expediency  of;making  this,  wherever  Nature  will  allow 
it,  has  been  fufficiently  Ihewn  in  the  preceding  Indance 
oI  North-CaroUna,  To  what- has  been  there  advanced, 
it  is  .fufneient  to  add,  in  the  prcfenc  Cafe,  that  South- 
Carolina  has  been  proved  by  repeated  Experiments,  to 
„ibe. capable  of  producing  the  fame  Wines  oi  Switzerland, 
Germany,  France  and  Portugal,  as  her  more  Northern 
Sider,  and  that  too  with  an  equal,  at  lead,  if  not  a, 
greater  Degree. of  Perfection. 


I  ank 
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lam  aware,  that  there  is  another  Article,  of  which 
fome  Expcnments  have  been  made,  and  fpeculative  Meu 
talked  much,  as  capable  of  being  cultivated  with  Ad- 
Vantage  in  this  Colony.  This  is  SM.  The  Importance 
of  fuch  an  Addition  to  the  Trade  of  any  Country  re- 
quires  no  Proof.  The  only  Queftion  is,  whethe/ that 
l^mportance,  gr^t  as  it  is,  may  not  be  purchafed  at  too 
high  a  I  nee.  The  Thnmefs  of  Population,  in  all  ouf 
Colonies,  makes  every  Article,  that  requires  many 
Hands,  come  fo  dear,  that  it  is  found  better  to  import 
wan  make  them.  Add  to  this,  that  our  next  Colony  of 
Geojiais  in  every  Refpea  much  better  adapted  to  the 
Produdion  of  this  valuable  Article,  than  SoM-Carolina. 
Let  us  then  confine  the  Cultivation  of  it  to  the  latter 
and  not,  by  Peeking  more  than  we  can  comnafs,  run  the’ 
Hazard  of  neglecf  ing  what  is  in  our  Power, ‘and  fo  lofine 
the  Subitance  to  grafp  at  the  Shadow. 


The  fame  may  be  faid  with  refpedl  to  Cetton,  which, 
Wough  poihble  to  be  produced  here,  is  yet  the  natural 
Produce  of  the  more  "Southern  Colonies,  from  whence  it 
may,  of  courfe,  be  had  with  more  Advantage, 

I  have  not,  my  Lord,  faid  any  Thing  of  the  Proba¬ 
bility  of  difcovenng,  valuable  Mines  in  either  of  the 
Colonies  of  or  South-Carolina,  for  feveral  Reafons. 
Where  the  certain  Advantages  are  fufficiently  great  it 
IS  unneceflary,  if  not  dangerous,  to  propofe  fuch  as  are 
doubtful  to  the  Purfuit.  L’efide,  that  I  really,  think  the 
Riches  earned  by  gradual  Indudry  are  in  their  Con fe- 
rjuences  infinitely  more  valuable,  thah  thofe  which-  cOnie 
tifon  us,  as  it  were,  in  an  accidental  Shower, 

•  A 

hanj^  the  Honour^  &C. 
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LETT  E  R  XIX. 


My  Lord, 

OU  R  next  Province,  to  the  ^uthward  of  the  Ca* 
rohnas,  i-6  Georgia,  Though  the  NecelTity  of  ef^’ 
tablifhing  a  Barrier  between  our’s  and  the  Spanijh  Co¬ 
lonies,  the  firft  Motive  for  forming  a  Settlement  in  this 
Country,  has  been  removed  by  the  Celfion  of  the  FIo^ 
ridas  to  Great  Br'rain,  the  Attempt  has  opened  other 
Advantages  of  Weight  abundantly  fafficient  to  determine 
us  not  to  relinquiih  th«  Undertaking,  the  Soil  and 
Climate  being  found  to  be  particularly  proper  for  the 
Production  of  fome  moft  valuable  Commodities,  which 
our  other  Colonies  cannot  produce  in  equal  Perfe^lion, 
nor  at  all  without  much  more  Labour  and  Expence. 

ft  ■ » 

;  But  before  Renter  into  an  Tnveftigation  of  what  this 
Country  is  capable  of  producing,  I  ihalbfirft  lay  before 
your  Lordfiiip  .a  State  of  it’s  prefent  Trade,  according 
to  the  Plan  1  have  purfued,  through  the  Courfe  of  thU 
•Undertaking. 

Commodities  exnorted  from  Great  Britain  to 

1. 

Georgia,.  .  - 

TF’rought  Iron^  Stfely  C'ppeVy  Peavtery  Leadr 

and  Brajs — Birmingham  and  Sheffald  tP ares — 

Hemp —  Cordage —  Sail-CiOih  —  Broad-Cloaths 
—  iituffs-^  Flannels  - —  Cokkejier-Bays  —  Long- 
El  s — 'Sadlery —  Haherdujher)  — Millinery —  and 
Hojiery  Goods — Huti—Gloojes — Gold  and  Silver  * 

Lace — Silks ^  BriiiJJ?y  Irijh  and  Foreign  Ljnens  v  7'-.  q 
—  Eaithcn  VFare — Grindjioncs — Fs^Jing  Tackle 
-i-Faipters  Colours  —  Ship-Chandlery  Goods-^— 

Mani  hcjler  Goods— rUpholJlery  and  Cabinet  Wares 
*77“  Stationery^  Warej  —  Books  -m  Toys  —  Garden 
Seeds — Smoaking  Pipes-r— Snuffs — Strong  Beer — 
Wines-r-Medicin(il  DriigSy  all  which  colt  at  an 
Avernge  cf  three  Years  —  J/ 

Com 
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Commodities  exported  from  Georgia  to  Great 
Britain,  and  other  Markets. 


r* 


Kicey  18,000  Barrels,  at  40  s  .  —  — 

IndigOy  17,000  Ib.  at  2  s  _  _ 

^ilk^  2,500  lb.  at  20 Si  - _ 

Dear  ane!  other  Skins  —  _  __ 

JSoards,  Sta^esy  &c,  '  —  — _  _ 

^ ortoije~\ihclly  Drugs y  Cattle  and  hi^e  Stocky  &c. 


/  36,000 
1,700 
.2,500 
17,000 
1 1 ,000 
6,000 


The  whole  at  a  like  Average  of  three  Years  74,200 

f 

Inconfiderable  as  the  Amount  of  this  may  at  firftView 
appear,  yet  when,  the  very  late  EflabUfhment  of  the  Go^ 
lony,  and  the  very  many  Difficulties  it  has  had  to  druggie 
with,'  are  taken  into  the  Confideration,  it  will  appear 
more  worthy  of  Remark,  that  it  fiiould  have  rifen  fo  high-. 
The  Reafon  of  the  Excefs  of  it’s  Exports  over  it’s 
ports  has  been  already  explained  in  fimilar  Inftances. 


The  capital  Articles  in  the  prefent  Trade  of  Georgia 
are  Rice.  Indigo  and  Skins  ;  every  one  of  which  may^ 
and  mod  probably  will,  for  theReafons  given  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Inftances  of  the  Carolinasy  be  puftied  to  many 
Times  the  above  Amount,  as  the  Settlement  of  the 
Country  ftiall  be  extended. 


But  the  Importance  of  this  Province  is  not  refted  on 
thefe  Articles  alone,  important  as  they  evidently  are. 
In  Addition  to  them,  others  of  equal,  perhaps  oreater 
Weight  in  the  Scale  of  Commerce,  may  be  introduced. 
Thefe  are  IVine  and  Silk, 


^  The  Expediency,  T  may  almoft  fay  Neceffity,  of  cul- 
tivating  the  Vine,  wherever  it  can  be  brought  to  Per- 
feaion,  has  been  already  ftiewn.  To  what  has  been 
there  laid  down,  it  is  fufficient  to  add  in  the  prefent  In- 
ftance,  that  this  Province  of  Georgia  has  been  proved 
by  Experience  to  be  in  every  Refpea  proper  for  pro¬ 
ducing  the  Wines  of  Portugaly  Spain,  Italy,  Madeira  and 

the 
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tie  of  C^ality  at  leaft  not  inferior  to  what  we 

purchase  from  tliefe  Countries,  and  in  Quantities  eoual 
•to  our  Demand  for  them.  equal 

Acl^vantages  which  muft  tieceflarily  re- 

.i;.  H.S. 

ip  nr "  S 

The  J^guments  adduced  in  the  Cafe  of  mne  mav  in 

Opandt^f^Stfor' 

to  be  introdu’ced Into  tergyS' 

Addition  to  the  publkk  Sto?k  important 

Georgia  has  hef»n  Tnunr?  4-  • 

iJUSilJ^ytretd 

Thinly  Obftaclf*  rliPr>  purchafed  anywhere. 

f  '4.  c  jt  ^  then  that  appears  to  opoofe  the  Pur 

fun  of-fo  advantageous  an  Objeft,  is  the  ^nt  of  a  fuf! 

ficient  Number  of  Hands  to  nreoare  it  in  f  k  ^ 

tity  as  may  deferve  publicky»ention 

Obftacle  lefl'ens,  when  taken  into  nearer  Conrider^ion 

woTmVor'T'^a"'^’  to  fit  the  Work  of  the  Silk¬ 

worm  for.lrade,  are  thofe  of  Women  and  Children 

SLtions^'^'Thayfif  more  laborious’ 

Bran/h  .Lni  ,  ■  r Application  of  thefe  to  this 
onW-  "  interfere  with  any  other  that  can  be  of 

tha^t  t^e  ’*  °‘l''t°us ;  as  it  is  alfo  a  known  Faa^ 

that  the  Number  of  People  i„creafes  in  Proportion  to 

the 


THE  'A'M  E'  R  I  C  A  N 

the  Increafe  of  the  Support  which  they  can  earn  by  theif 
Induftry.  While  the  Men  therefore  turn  their  Attention 
and  Time  to  fuch  Bufinefs  as  they  only  can  execute,  that 
Part  of  their  Families,  which  would  otherwife  be  a 
Burden  to  their  Induftry,  and  keep  them  in  continual 
W^’ant  and  DeprefTure  of  Spirits,  will,  by  the  Means 
here  propofed,  reverfe  the  whole  Scene,  filling  their  Ha¬ 
bitations  with  Plenty,  and  their  Hearts  with  Gladnefs', 
the  true  and  never-failing  Sources  of  Population.  That 
this  is  not  vifionary  Speculation,  and  that  this  Trade  is 
capable  of  producing  the  Effedls  here  afcribed  to  it,  ap¬ 
pears  in  all  the  Countries  where  it  is  purfued,  which, 
though  labouring  under  many  Difficulties  and  Dif- 
*  couragements  unknown  in  the  Dominions  of  Great 
Britatuy  are  ftill  full  of  au  healthy  and  chearful  People. 

I  have  thus,  my  Lord,,  endeavoured  to  point  out  the 
-  Advantacres,  which  may  be  reaped  from  this,  till  very 
lately  Country.  That  in  the  Purfuit  of  thefe 

many  others  may  open  thcmfelves,  is  more  than 
bable.  But  I  have  reiigioufly  adhered  to  the  Principle 
laid  down  at  mv  Entrance  upon  this  Undertaking,  to  ad-~ 
vance  nothing  upon  meer  Conjecture,'  or  which  !  cannot 
vouch  upon  my  own  Experience. 

There  are  other  Particulars,  befide  what  Immediately 
relates  to  the  Produce  and  Trade  of  this  Colony,  which 
in  their  Confequences  muft  affeft  them,  and  therefore 
well  deferve  Attention.  But  I  (hall  referve  thefe  for  an-' 
other  Letter,  as  they  are  applicable  alfo  to  the  Country 
which  comes  next  under  Confideration  ;  and  this  is  al« 
ready  fwelied  to  too  great  a  Uength. 

I  hnvi  the  Hinoufi  &c# 
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My  Lord, 

WE  are  at  length  arrived  at  Florida,  the  Boundary 
of  th^  Britijh  Empire,  and  confequently  the  End 
of  our  Travels  on  the  Continent  of  America,  A  new 
Acquifition  of  Territory  is  always  the  Subjea  of  much 
Speculation  and  Controverfy.  This  of  Florida  has  been 
fo  much  and  fo  contrarily  defcribed,  fince  it  came  into 
our  Poifellion,  that  a  Word  on  either  Side  of  the  Queflion 
is  fure  of  meeting  Contradiaion.  In  fuch  Cafes,  the 
middle  Way  is  generally  held  to  be  the  fafeft  ;  in  this  it 
is  certainly  the  right  ;  the  Advantages  and  Difadvan- 
tages,  the  Praife  and  Difpraife  of  this  Country  being 
equally  exaggerated  in  every  Particular,  and  that  from 
the  fame  Motive  of  Sclf-lntereft.  This  will  appear 
when  it  is  confidered  who  the  Perfons  are,  who  have 
given  fuch  Deferiptions. 

The  People,  who  have  obtained  Grants  of  Lands  in 
Florida^  and  w'ant  to  fettle  or  fell  them,  reprefent  the 
whole  Country  as  a  Canaan,  “  flowing  with  Milk  and 
Honey,”  in  order. to  tempt  Purchafers,  or  allure  Adven¬ 
turers  to  go  thither  with  them.  The  Army,  who  have 
been  fent  there  to  take  and  keep  the  Polfeflion,  exclaim 
againft  it  as  an  Aceldama,  “  a  Field  of  Blood,”  defigned 
to  be  the  Burying  Place  of  all  Strangers,  who  are  fo 
unhappy  as  to  go  there. 

^  Contradiaory  as  thefe  Reprefentations  are,  it  is  not  fo 
difficult,  as  it  may  appear,  to  reconcile  them.  The  Sea- 
Coails,  where  the  Fortreffes,  judged  neceflary  for  pro- 
teding  the  Navigation  and  maintaining  the  PofTeffion, 
have  been  ereded,  are  barren  and  unhealthy  in  an  ex- 
trearn  Degree.  The  inland  Country,  from  the  Com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Hills,  is  healthful',  and  not  only  fer¬ 
tile  in  all  it’s  aboriginal  Produdions ;  but  alfo  fit  to  pro¬ 
duce  many  exotick  to  it,  in  the  highefl:  Perfedion.  All 
neceflary  therefore  to  decide  between  the  different  Cha- 
raders,  dravvn  with  equal  Warmth  and  Confidence  of 
Aflertion,  qI Florida,  is  to  diflinguifh  between  thofe  two 

H  Parts 
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;•  Parts  of  it,  and  give  to  each  it’s  own.  The  Confequence 

refpeft  to  the  former  is  obvious.  Of  the  latter,  it 
is  not  mine  to  judge.  All  that  comes  within  my  Pro- 
L  .  vince,  being  to  point  out  the  Advantages,  in  a  com- 

i  mercial  View,  which  this  Country  is  capable  of  pro- 

f  (  ducing  to  Great  Britain. 


of  the  fame  Name,  and  diflingnifhed  only  by  their  Situa- 


to  the  whole  Country,  fhould  be  confined  to  Eafi  Florida^t 
which  is  for  the  greater  Part  a  flat,  fandy,  and  almoft 
barren  Defert.  The  mofl  confiderable  Fortrefs  and  Port 
for  Trade  in  this  Province  is  St,  Augujline, 


It  is  not  to  be  expelled,  that  a  Settlement  fo  new, 
and  under  fuch  Circumftances,  can  have  yet  made  any 
very  confiderable  Advances  in  Trade.  Our  Exports  to 
St,  Axigujiine  confift  of  the  fame  Commodities,  as  thofe 
10  the  neighbouring  Provinces  of  Georgia  and  Carolina.^ 
-and  amount  to  about  £  7,000  annually.  Imports  from 
thence,  we  have  yet  received  none  worth  bringing  to 
Account 

I 

It  mull  net  be  concluded  from  Fence  -though,  that 
the  Country  is  incapable  of  producing  any  Commodities 
proper  for  Exportation,  or  that  it  may  not  be  brought  to 
take  cfF  much  greater  Quantities  of  ours,  than  it  does  at 
prefent.  The  Contrary  is  the  Fa^I,  in  bothiinflances. 
With  proper  Cultivation  it  will  produce  Rice,  Indigo, 
Silk,  Wines 'and  Cochineal,  fo  as  to  be  brought  into 
Commerce  on  advantageous  Terms.  The  Importance  of 
thefe  x\rticles  requires  no  Proof.  The  laft  in  particular 
will  be  one  of  the  mofl  advantageous  Additions  that,  can 
be  made  to  our  commercial  Stock,  -as  it  enters  deeply 
into  the  Manufa6luring  of  fome  of  our  mofl  valuable 
Commodities,  for  which  Purpofe  we  are  now  obliged 
to  purchafe  it  from  others,  at  what  Price  they  pleafe  to 
impofe;  whereas,  if  we  produce  it  ourfelves,  v/e  lhall 
not  only  fave  the  greater  Part  of  that  Priee,  and  thereby 
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be  enabled  to  carry  thofe  Man u failures  to  Market  on 
cheaper  Terms,  than  we  can  at  prefent  ;  but  alfo  to 
turn 'the  Scales,- and  fet  our  own  Price  upon  it  to  other 
Countries. 

The  Importance  of  this  Colony  though  arifes  not  from 
the  immediate  Produce  of  this  or  any  other  Article,  how¬ 
ever  important  in  itfelf ;  but  from  the  Advantage  of  it’s 
Situation,  indeed  of  the  whole  Country  of  Florida,  for 
carrying  on  a  Trade  with  the  Spantjh  Colonies  ;  it  being 
cerfain,  that  a  regular  Intercourfe  might  be  ellabliihed 
with  them,  which  would  open  a  Vent  for  the  Commo¬ 
dities  of  Great  Britain,  and  yield  Returns  for  them  in 
Gold  and'Silver,  the  mofl  profitable  of  all  Kinds  of  Com¬ 
merce,  to  an  Amount  fuperior  to  any  Trade  we  have. 

/'  ha‘ve  the  Honour,  &.c. 


LETTER  XXL 


My  Lore), 

AS  the  Difadvantages  under  w'hich  Eafl  Florida  ha* 
been  (hewn  to  labour,  extend  not  to  it’s  Sifter  Pro¬ 
vince  of  IVeji-Floridj,  the  latter  confequsntly  adds  the 
Importance  of  internal  Produce,  and  Aptitude  for  Po¬ 
pulation,  to  that  of  peculiar  Situation  for  Trade  with 
the  Spani/h  Colonies,  in  wnich,  as  hath  been  obferved 
before,  it  (hares  equally  with  it  ;  there  not  being  per¬ 


haps  on  the  whole  Continent  of  America  any  Place  better 
qualified  by  Nature  to  afford  not  only  all  the  Necefiarics 
of  Life,  -but  alfo  all  the  Pleafures  of  Habitation,  than 
that  Part  of  this  Country,  which  iiei  upon  the  Banks  of 
the  MtJJiftppi^ 


Of  this  Difference  between  thefe  two  Provinces,  the 
different  Amount  of  their  refpeftive  Trades,  occafioned 
by  the  Difference  j^etween  their  Population,  is  the  bed 
ProoL 
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Commodities  exported  from  Great  Britain  ro 
Penfacola,  the  Capital  of  Wejl  Florida. 

tt rcu-^ot  Iron,  SiteJ,  Copper,  Penvter,  Bra/s^ 
and  head — Birmingham  and  Sheffield  Wares^ 

Hemp  Cordage —  Sail-Cloth — -  Broad-Cloaths 

^^^ffi^  Flannels  —  Colckejler-Bays  —  Long- 

Flls—Manch5jierGoods-—Hofiery—HaberdaJhery 

— .^nd Millinery  Goods — Globes — Hats — Britiffi, 

Jrijh  and  Foreign  Linens-^Gold  and  Siher  Lace  >  £ 

Silks  India  Goods —  Cabinet —  XJpholJlery _ 

and  Ship-Chandlery  IVares —  Painters  Colours _ 

I  tpures"^  Books  ■ —  Stationery  PPares  —  Earthen 
Wares--  Grindjlones — Toys —  Smoaking  Pipes — 

Cheefe—  Strong  Beer — V/ines— Pickles— Snuffs 
'  all  which  coH  at  an  Average  of  three  Years 

The  Commodities  exported  from  Penfacola  to 

Great  Britain.^  are 

Skins — Logicood—and  ether  dying  Woods — and  7 
SiPaer  in  Dollars — amounting  annually  to  J 

The  Infancy  of  the  Colony  will  fufficiently  account 
lor  theFewnefs  of  the  Articles  in  the  above  Lift  of  Ex¬ 
ports  ;  as  it  w'ill  alfo  for  the  Balance  againft  them  in 
Value  ;  the  Surplus  being  indifpenfibly  neceftary  to  ef- 
Jed  the  Settlement,  and  keep  a  Stock  in  Hand  for  the 
Spanijh  Trade,  till  a  fuilicient  Fund  ftiall  be  ellabliihed 
for  that  Purpofe. 

^Beftde  the  Articles  here  enumerated,  Weft  Florida 
>idds  all  the  VVeft-lndian  Produce  naturally;  and  is  alfo 
capable  of  producing  many  of  the  meft  valuable  Articles 
cf  other  Countries,  particularly  Medicinal  Drugs  of  fe- 
veral  Kinds,  Wines,  Indigo  and  Cochineal,  all  ofv/hich 
nre  of  fuch  known  Importance  in  Commerce,  that  no 

Ajgument  can  be  neceftary  to  enforce  the  Cultivation 
of  them. 


A  Coun- 
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A  Country  fo  rich  in  commercial  Produce,  and  fo 
'happily  fitiiated  for  the  riched  Species  of  foreign  Com¬ 
merce,  cannot  want  People.  It’s  Advantages  only  want 
to  be  known  to  draw  Men  of  Rnterprize  and  Genius 
from  every  other  Country  to  the  Ilarveft,  efpeciully  under 
'  the  Proteclion  of  fuch  a  Government  as  that  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain^  which  enfures  the  free  Enjoyment  of  their  Acqiii- 
fitions  to  them,  and  fb  makes  every  Son  of  Freedom 
it’s  own. 

»  .  t 

In  what  I  had  the  Honour  to  fugged  to  your  Lordfhip 
concerning  the  Province  of  Georgia^  1  mentioned  refer v- 
ing  fome  farther  Hints  to  another  Place.  This,  m'y 
Lord,  is  'the  Place  J  meant. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  original  Motive  of 
Great  Britain  for  fettling  Georgiay  was  to  edabli/h  a  Bar- 
■  rier  between  our  other  Colonies,  particularly  the  Ca~ 
rolinas,  and  the  Spaniards  and  ihd\y  In 'iansy  in  Florida, 

k  » 

The  Acquifition  of  Florida^  indead  of  taking  away, 
'has  in  realitydieightened  the  Necedity  of  fuch  a  Barrier, 
by  changing  the  Place  of  it;  as  it  is  evident,  that  the 
Spaniards  will  be  doubly  jealous  of  a  Colony,  advanced 
fo  much  nearer  to  their’s,  and  fituated  fo  conveniently 
for  a  Trade  with  them,' that  counteraTs  a  fundamental 
Principle  of  their  Government,  that  of  keeping  the  Sup¬ 
ply  of  their  A'nerican  Dominions  with  European  Commo¬ 
dities  entirely  in  their  ov/n  Hands.. 

That  a  military  Force,  and  FortrefTes,  or  Places  of 
'  Arms,  are  indifpendbly  neceffary  for  thePurpofe  of  pro- 
-  teifling  a  Country  that  lies  open  to  the  Inroads  of  Ene- 
'  mies,  is  evident;  but  though  they  may  be  the  fird,  they 
are  by  no  Means  the  only  Necedaries  in  the  prefent  fn- 
dance  ;  where  the  Indians,  the  Enemies  principally  to  be 
guarded  againd,  acl  entirely  by  Surprize,  invading  in 
•  fmall  Parties,  like  Robbers,  murdering  the  People,  and 
dedroying  all  the  ElFecls  w’hich  they  cannot  carry  olF. 

The  Inedicacy  of  Forts,  and  the  Inability  European 
Soldiers  to  protect  a  Country  from  fuch  Pvavagers^  have 

*  H  3  been 
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been  fhewn  in  former  f  Inftances ;  and  the  X  Remedjr 
proper  to  be  applied  in  the  piefent  Inilance,  pointed  out. 
Againil  the  Indians^  while  Enemies,  there  is  410  Safety.^ 

'1  hey  muil  be  made  Friends,  to  make  their  Neighbours- 
jafe^  Nor  is  this  difficult.  In  their  natural  Difpolitions 
they  are  brave,  honed,  generous  and  friendly,  and  as 
grateful  for  Benehts,  as  revengeful  of  Injuries.  Honed,, 
generous  and  friendly  T  reatment  will  therefore  evidently 
win  them  to  our  Intereft ;  and  this  the  more  readily,  a^ 
they  know  the  Difference  between  it,  and  that  of  the 
Spaniards,  wU''fe  Oppreffions  and  Cruelties  they  have  a 
moll  lively  and  indelible  Senfe  of;  and  will  eagerly  and  ■ 
cordially  conned  themfelves  with  thofe,  who  lliall  not 
only  ufe  them  better,  but  alfo  give  them  a  Profped  of 
Proteclion  and  Affiftance,  w'henever  Occahon  may  offer 
for  their  gratifying  tlieir  darling  Paffion  of  Revenge. 

I  mean  not  by  this,  my  Lord,  to  ftimulate  thefe  un^ 
informed  People  to  Ads  of  Violence  againft  others,  whicE 
we  complain  of  ourfelves.  I  only  ffiew  how  we  may  avert 
this  Violence  from  our*own  Heads,  fo  effedually  as  even 
to  turn  it  againft  thofe  of  our  Enemies,  if  we  Ihould  be 
authorized  by  NeceiTity  fo  to  do.. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  Advantage,  to  be  propofed  wItL 
moral  Certainty  of  Succefs,  from  fuch  a  Condud  to¬ 
wards  the  native  Indians.  They  would  foon  learn  our 
lyianners,  and,  incorporating  themlelves  with  us,  become 
a  Part  of  our  own  People;  I  will  confidently  fay,  a  moff 
ufeful  Part,  as  they  w'ould  take  that  Labour  upon  them,, 
which,  from  the  Difference  of  Climates,  we  are  unequal 
to,  and  fo  free  us  from  the  Necefiity  and  Danger  of  im¬ 
porting  the  untradable  Negroes  of  Africa,  whofe  Num¬ 
bers  hourly  threaten  the  Safety  of  our  Colonies,  as  thHr 
Expence  is  an  heavy  Burthen  upon  their  Trade. 

I  ihall  not  enter  here  into  the  Advantages  and  Duty  of 
Informing  thefe  Indians  in  the  Chriflian  Religion  ;  as  it 
will  properly  come  into  another  Place,  where  the  Appli¬ 
cation  will  be  more  general. 

I  have  the  Honour,  &c. 
i  and 


t  Page  43, 
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rMy  Lord, 

Having  thus  ran  down  tlie  whole  Length  of  the 
Britijh  Empire,  oh  the  Continent  of  America,  I 
fhall  beg  y.cur  Lordfhip’s  Leave  to  flop  here  for  a  Mo¬ 
ment,  and  caft  a  Look  back  over  the  immenfe  Regioos 
we  have  traverfed. 

t 

At  Our  letting  out  on  this  Journey,  I  faid  it  was  the 
mutual  Interell  of  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  to  preferve 
Harmony  and  good  Agreement  with  each  other..  To 
prove  the  firll  Part  of  this  Pofition,  the  Intereji  ef  Britain^ 

I  have  difi.in(^ly  and ,  faithfully  fliewn  the  great  Advan¬ 
tages,  which  at  prefent  are,  and  the  greater  which  yet 
may  be  received  by.  her  from  thefe  her  thriving  Children. 

-  The,  Advantages,  reciprocally  received  by  the  Colonies, 

•  require  no  Proof.  They  appear  felf-evident,  from  the 
•  Nature  of  the  Connexflion  and  Intercourfe  between  them. 
Their  Wants  are  fupplied  I  Their  Weaknefs  is  fupported  \ 
They  fleep  in  Peace,  and  the  awake  in  Freedom,  under 
1  the  Protedlion  of  a  powerful  and  indulgent  Parent  I 

.  It  will  probably  be  remarked,  that  in  the  Courfe  of 
•ithefe  Obfervations.I  have  univerfally  recommendedAgri- 
culture  and  Extention  of  Settlement.  The  latter  eltab- 
lilhes  itfelf ;  it  being  evident,  that  the  Wealth,  Strength 
-'and  Importance  of  every  Country  are  in  Proportion  to 
iPs  Population.  As  to  Agriculture,  however  ftrange  it 
.  may  appear  to  thofe,  who  iearch  no  deeper  than  the  Sur¬ 
face,  to  propofe  the  fame  Thing,  in  fo  many  Countries, 
differing  fo  widely  from  each  other  in  every  Circum- 
fiance,  it  will  be  found,  upon  clofer  Inquiry,  that  this  ia 
'  elTentially  and  equally  proper  and  necenary  for  them  all. 

The  greateft  Difadvantage  pofRble- for  any  Country -to 
labour  under,  is  not  to  have  the  indifpenfible  NecefTaries 
of  Life  within  itfelf ;  not  only  becaufe  of  the  conllant 
Danger  of  Delay  or  Mifcarriage  of  Supplies  from  other 
Countries,  but-alfo  ihofo  Countries  always  have^ 


.  I 


■/: 


THE  AMERICAN 

it  in  their  Power  to  diftrefs  the  Purchafers,  by  impoffn?: 
vvhat  Price  they  pleafe  upon  that,  the  Want  of  w'hich 
they  know  cannot  be  diTpenfed  with.  The  firft  Thing 
therefore  to  be  taken  Care  of  in  eilabliihing  foreign 
Colonies,  is  to  enable  them  to  raife  their  own' immediate 
bubhlterce  at  Home,  without  being  obliged  to  depend 
upon  other  Countries  for  it.  Subfiftence  may  be  faid  to 
be  a  Term  fo  comprehenfive  as  to  include  every  Thing, 
that  may  be  eaten  ;  but  in  the  prefent  Cafe  I  ufe  it  in  a 
more  limited  Senfe,  and  intend  only  that  firft  NeceiTary 
of  Life,  Bree  ch,  whether  made  of  our  Corn,  or' of  Rice, 
the  Corn  of  the  Southern  Hemifphere  ;  any,  if  not  in¬ 
deed  all,  other  Kind  of  Food,  animal  or  vegetable,  being 
unneceffary,  in  Comparifon  with  this. 

t 

Thh  fufficiently  proves  the  general  and  indifpenfible- 
Iseceffity  of  Agriculture  ;  a  Neceffity  for  which  Heaven- 
has  made  as  general  Provifion,  there  not  being  any  known 
Country  on  the  Globe,  which  will  not,  with  proper  Cul- 
tivation,  yield  this  Support,  this  Staff  of  Ufe.  And  this^ 
Neceffity  was  fo  obvious,  thatTillage  was  the  find  Fxer^ 

.  non  of  human  Induflry,  and  that  to  which  the  highefl 
-  Honour  was  annexed,  in*  the  uncorrupted  Simplicity  of 
antient  and  true  Wifdom.  Nor  was  the  Preheminence 
given  only  by  Man.  The  Purfuit  of  if  has  ever  been 
encouraged  by  Heaven  above  all  others,  with  the  Re¬ 
wards  of  Health,  Strength  and  Increafe;  the  frft  Blef- 
iings  of  Life . .  r  . 

I  would  not  be  underflood  by  this  to  recommend  Agri¬ 
culture  equally  in  all  Countries:  Many  Circum fiances- 
may  vary  '  the  Degree,  in  which  it  fhould  be  purfued. 
Climate,  Soil,  Inconvenience  for  Exportation  may  clog 
It  with  fo  many  Difadvantages,  that  to  attempt  more 
than  acquiring  a  Sufficiency  for- immediate  Subfiflence 
would  be  inoft  imprudent.^  Let  that  be  amply  provided 
^ery  where!  But  let  thofe  only  who  can  carry  their 
HarvelL  to  an  advantageous  Market,  and  on  Terms  of 
Advantage,  go  further.  Plenty  of  Corn  at  Home  makes 
ev^y  Ihing  necefl’ary  for  the  Support  of  Life  plenty, 
and  confequently  cheap;  but  as  an  Article  of  Commerce, 
po  much  will  glut  the  Market,  and  make  it  of  no  Price  ; 

A  Can- 
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Caution rapplicable  alfo  to  the  Fifheries  on  the  feveral 
Coafts  of  Hudjon^ s  Bay,  Labrador  and  N eu^f oundland ,  See, 
of  the  Produce  of  which,  taken  in  proper  Proportion, 
there  may  be  found  advantageous  and  fufficient  Vent  to 
eftablifh  their  Profperity  ;  bat  if  purfued  too  far  in  any 
one  Place,  it  would  ruin  'not  only  that,  but  alfo  all 
the  red. 

The  fame  Pwcflrlflion,  my  Lord,  I  mud  beg  Leave  to 
make  in  other  Indances.  In  the  Accounts  I  have  given 
of  the  feveral  Provinces,  which  we  have  reviewed,  I 
have  carefully  and  faithfully  enumerated  every  Article, 
which  I  know,  or  have  jud  Reafon  to  think  them  capable 
of  producing.  But  I  do  not  by  this  recommend  the  Cul¬ 
ture  of  every  Article  indiferiminately,  every  where. 
/I'hofe  only,  which  can  be  produced  to  bed  Advan¬ 
tage,  would  I  have  purfued,  at  lead  with  any  View  to 
'Commeice. 

An’Indance  or  two  will  perhaps  explain  this  more  fully# 

It  has  been  Ihewn,  that  South  Carolina  will  produce 
Silk,  and  Georgia  Cochineal.  This  they-  mod  certainly 
can  do,  and  that  to  Advantage,  if  we  had  no  other 
Places,  which  would  produce  them  to  greater  ;  but  as 
it  is  known,  that  Georgia  will  produce  bilk  better  than 
S^uth  Carolina,  and  Florida  Cochineal  better  than  Georgia^ 
what  an  Abfurdity  would  it  be  to  fly  in  the  Face  of  Na¬ 
ture,  and  purfue  the  Cultivation  of  cither,  where  fhe 
has  denied  the  Advantao^e.  It  is  ri^ht  to  know  the  Ex- 
tent  of  every  Country’s  Produce  !  It  is  right  to  purfue 
only  the  mod  advantageous. 

There  is  another  Particular,  my  Lord,  which  I  have 
Jud  glanced  at  in  one  or  two  Indances,  but  which  I  am 
convinced  is  the  Means  mod  edcntially  neceffary  to  be 
taken  to  pufh  the  Advantages  of  thofe  Colonies,  to  their 
natural  Extent.  This  is  cultivating,  civilizing,  chrif* 
tianizing,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  the  Natives. 

•  • 

The  Advantages  of  this  in  a  political,  and  the  Duty 
in  a  religious  Light,  are  equally  obvious.  Nor  can  it 
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be  attended  with  any  DiiHculty,  that  fhould  dlfcoaraee 
the  Attempt  Except  in  the  fitigle  Inftance  No^a 
Scoha,  the  Difpofition  of  the  native  and  neighbouring 
Indians  of  every  Country  we  poiTefs,  invites  it.  Their 
own  \  ices  and  Virtues  are  thofe  of  uninformed  Nature. 
Like  a  too  luxuriant  Soil,  they  want  only  proper  Culti¬ 
vation,  to  make  the  Produce  uniformly  good,  that  is,  as 
far  as  the  weak,  undable  Nature  of  Man  can  be  Vo. 
l  lus  niuch  IS  certain,  that  they  have  learned  their  greateft 
Vices  from  us ;  and  therefore  we  furely  have  no  Right  ta 
upbraid  them  with  them.  For  Good  they  naturally  re¬ 
turn  Good,  as  they  naturally  return  Evil  for  Evil;  be- 
caule  they  have  not  been  taught  otherwife,  either  by 
PiTcept  or  Example.  Ought  we  then  to  complain,  if  the 
Meafure,  with  which  they  mete  to  us  our  own,  over¬ 
flows  ?  Was  their  Refpea,  their  Efteem,  their  AfFeaion. 
won  by  good  Offices,  by  upright  and  generous  Dealino- ' 
they  would  return  them  an  hundred-fold.  They  woufd' 
lie  down  at  our  Feet ;  they  would  work  for  us  by  Day; 
and  guard  us  by  Night. 

The  Duty  in  a  religious  Is  flill  greater  than  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  in  a  political  Light,  as,  befide  the  greater  Ex¬ 
cellence  of  the  Objea,  it  alfo  includes  that  Advantage. 
To  explain  this  Duty  to  a  People  profeffing  Chridianity, 
would  bean  Infult  either  upon  their  Principles,  or  their 


V  UIC.C  ui  uiiw  nien  irom  tiie  L/cad  ;  ^ 
much  iefs  that  of  a  Man'  coming  without  Power  or  Au¬ 
thority  to  fpeak  to  them.  I  fhail  therefore  only  fay,  that 
to  expcd  xVdvantage  from  any  Undertaking,  without  ihii 
driving  to  conciliate  the  Favour  of  Fleav^en  bv  Inch  mciit 
obvious,,  mod  iridifpenfible  Means,  is  to  cohtradia  the 
Light  of  Reafon  as  well  as  of  Religion,  and  llio-ht  the 
Experience  of  all  Ages.  ^ 

^  I  muft  not  prefume  to  fay  more.  The  Duty  is  fuffi- 
ciently  known.  The  Right,  the  Power  of  enforcing  it, 
with  any  Profpea  of  Succefs,  is  not  in  me. 


/  ths  Honour y  &c. 
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My  Lord,  .  ■ 

^  H  O.U  G  H  I  hope  I  have  clearly  proved,  by  the 
vX  unerring^  Evidence  of  Fads,  the  mutual  Adyan- 
tages, '.wh-ick  Gavj:/  Britain  aud  her, Colonies  reap  from 
•each  other ;  yet  as  Matter  diffufed  o.v,er  a  latge  Space 
may  not  operate  fo  ftrongly  upon  the  Mind,  as  when 
colleded  together,  I  lhall  beg  Leave,  to  .draw  the  Whole 
into, one  Point  of  View,  and  then  leave  Reafon  to  fornix 
it’s  own  ConcWion.  '  . ■  . 

•  V 

?  *  » 

The  fird  Ends  propofed  in  planting  Colonies,  are  to, 
increafe  the  Strength  pf  the  Mother  Country,  by  pro¬ 
viding  Room  for  an  Increafe  of  People,  and  to. increafe 
it’s  Wealth,  by  eftablifhing  with  them  an  Intercourfe  of 
Commerce,  mutually  advantageous  ;  ‘Colonization  in 
any  other  View  than  one  of  them,  or  tending  to  them, 
being  abfurd,  and  fubverfive  of  itfelf. 


That  our  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  ''merica  will 
abundantly  anfwer  the  firft  of  thefe  Purpofes,  has  been 
proved  by  Experience,  wherever  the  Experiment  has 
been  made,  and  is  clear  to  Reafon  in  thofe  others,  where 
either  Want  of 'Pime,  or  other  lefs  juftifiable  Caufes,  have 
hitherto  prevented  the  Trial  in  ary  Extent,  as  at  Hud-- 
/on's  Bayy  Labrador j  No^ja  Scotiay  Sec.  Sec, 

The  only  Objedion  polTible  to  be  made  to  puOiing 
'this  Advantage  to  it’s  full  Helghth,  is  the  Danger  of  de¬ 
populating  the  Mother  Country,  on  a  Suppofition  of  it’s 
not  having  People  to  fpare  for  fuch  Tranfplantations  ; 
but  this  Suppofition,  and  of  courfe  the  Apprehenlion 
arifing  from  it,  are  groundlefs.  The  Overflowings  of 
this  Metropolis  [London)  who,  for  want  of  being  pro¬ 
perly  employed,  are  a  dead  Weight  upon  the  Induftry  of 
thofe  who  are,  and  upon  the  Trade  of  the  Nation,  their 
unearned  Confumption  being  the  real  Caufe  of  the 
Scarcity  and  Dearnefs  of  the  Neceflhries  of  Life,  which 
makes  all  our  Maaufadures  come  fo  dear  to  Market, 

would 
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would  afford  a  greater  Stock  to  breed,  than  would  be 
requihte  to  plant  every  Colony  I  have  propofed ;  and 
confequently  fending  them  out  for  that  Purpofe,  inftead 
of  didreffing  the  Mother  Country,  would  double  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  immediately  to  her,  by  delivering  her  from  that 
deadweight,  as  hath  been  already  fhewn  at  large  f. 
The  quick  Increafe  of  Population,  where  there  is  proper 
Encouragement,  and  Room  for  Induflry  to  procurePlenty, 
is  fulhciently  known. 


That  the  fecond  of  thefe  Ends,-  the  Eflablifhment  of 
an  advantageous  Commerce,  has  been  already  anfwered 
by  every  Colony  we  have  planted,  wdll  be  proved  to 
Conviflion  by  the  State  of  the  refpedlive  Trade  of  each, 
fiow  much  farther  that  Advantage  may  Hill  be  carried, 
has  been  repeatedly  and  clearly  fliewn  in  the  preceding 
Remarks, 


t  Pages  25  and  26. 
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Total  Amount  of  Britifi  Sliips  and- Seamen  employed  iw 
the  Trade  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  or* 
the  Continent*  of  America  ■  —of  the  Value  of  Goods 
.  exported  from  Grent  Britain  to  thefe  Colonies, — and 
of  their  Produce  Cxporttd  to  Great  Britain^  and 
elfewhere -  .  '  . 


Colonies 

Ships'Seamen 

Exports  from  Exports  IrofR 

Hud  (bn’s  Bay 

4 

Great  Britain.  • 

'  1 

£  '  16,000 

the  Colonies 
‘  *  ^ 

£  ^9)34®' 

Labrador  / 

American  Fef~  r 
fels  120  J 

Newfoundland  \ 
(2000  Boats) 

380 

20, 560 

273,400 

49,05t> 

* 

k  1 

345,000 

Canada 

34 

408 

JO  5,000 

105,500 

Nova  Scotia 

6 

72 

26,500 

38,000 

New  England 

46 

55^ 

395,000 

370,500' 

Khode-Illand,  1 
Connedicut  and  > 
New  Hamplhire  \ 
New  York 

3 

36 

12,000 

114,500 

30 

330 

0 

0 

C 

*0 

526,000- 

Pennfylvania 

35 

39^ 

6 1 1 ,000 

705,500- 

Virginia  and  1 

Maryland  j" 

330 

3>9^^ 

265,000 

1 ,040,000 

North  Carolina 

34 

408 

1 8,000 

63,350 

South  Carolina 

140 

1,680 

36  5,000 

395,666 

Georgia 

24 

240 

49,000 

74,200 

St.  Augudine 
Penfacola 

2 

10 

« 

24 

1 20 

i 

7,000 

97,000 

1 

63,000 

L078 

j  28,910 

1  3>370>900 

3,924,606. 

Let  the  Addition  of  tlie  above  Numbers  of  Sliips  and 
Seamen — the  Profits  upon  tlie  above  Coll  of  tlie  Goods 
exported  from  Great  Britain.^  and  upon  the  Vuluc  of  the 
unmanufaflured  Produce  of  the  Colonies  feni  in  return, 
with  the  Employment  given  to  the  ManufaTurers,  be¬ 
taken  into  Confideration  !  And  then  let  him  who  will 
prefurne  to  fay,  that  our  American  Colonies  do  not  pay 
an  Equivalent  for  every  Benefit  they  receive,  (land 
forth,  and  prove  his  AlTertion,  ly  the  fame  Evidence 
of  Fads,  as  this. 


I 
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Nor  do  I  reft  the  Point  here.  I  will  be  bold  to  fay 
farther  to  your  Lordftiip,  that  when  the  Amount  of  the 
Revenue  received  by  Government  from*  thcfe  Exports, 
and  the  returned  Produce  is  added  to  the  Account,  it 
will  inconteftibly  appear,  that,  inftead  of  being  a  Bur¬ 
then  upon  Great  Britaiuy  her  Colonies  do  in  reality 
lighten  her  Burthen,  by  taking  fully  their  Proportion 
of  it  upon  them. 

✓ 

But  this,  my  Lord,  muft  be  referved  till  we  ftiall  have 
continued  our  Progrefs  through  the  Weft- Indian  Iflands  ; 
as  attempting  to  divide  the  Revenues  arifing  from  their 
blended  Trade  and  Produce  would  only  caufe  Confufion, 
and  embarrafs  the  Queftion. 

/  ha^e  the  Honour,  &c. 
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THE  END. 
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